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The  IVkin  Duck. 


By  ilK.  III  NTKK. 


It  is  somewhat  surpri.<in?,  when  we  con- 
siJer  the  importance  which  thick  r.iisinir  has 
attainetl.  th.nt  our  (>ul>Iishc<l  kiiowleil^  of 
ilucks  should  bo  so  mea;;re.  That  the  Pekin 
is  of  t  hinese  oriirin.  anti  that  it  is  irrown  in 
great  iiunilKTs  in  C  hina,  where  lar;.;e  flocks 
are  houseil  on  lioat*  anchored  in  the  rivers, 
and  s»'nt  out  upon  the  water  to  sean'h  for 
foot!  in  the  niominir  (tx  in^  recalled  at  even- 
ing i,  is  well  known;  hut,  the  question  arises^ 
wheni-e  the  name,  "rekin;-"  Tekin,  the 
capital  of  China,  is  not  a  seaport :  is  not  even 
(situated  upon  a  river,  and  it  is  curious  that 
this  inland  city  should  have  triven  its  name  to 
a  species  of  waterfowl,  which,  in  China,  is 
raised  almost  wholly  upon  (and  on)  the  rivers. 
It  is  possible  that  the  name  was  given  to  this 
particular  variety  of  ducks  to  distinguish  it 
from  other  Chinese  ducks,  the  "Mandarin," 
for  instance ;  and  Pckin,  being  the  capital  of 

<  hina,  it  is  appropriate  that  the  most  popular 

<  hinese  duck  should  be  called  Pekin. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  they  were  first  imported 
into  this  country  from  (  hina  in  1872  or  1873. 
Johnson's  '•  Practical  Poultry  Keeping  "  says  : 

It  was  first  brought  to  this  country  from 
Pekin,  China,  by  Mr.  James  K.  Palmer  of 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  landed  in  Jsew  York 
on  the  nth  day  of  March,  1873."  Brown's 
'•  Pleasurable  Poultry  Keeping  "  says :  — "  The 
Pekin  duck,  which,  Ixith  in  America  and  Eng- 
land has  t)ecome  very  popular,  is  one  ol  those 
breeds  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  land 
of  the  rising  sun.  This  breed  was  first  intro- 
duced into  England  in  1874,  but,  from  the 
records  of  that  period  it  would  seem  that  some 
specimens  had  been  imported  some  two  years 
before  by  a  gentleman  who  had  brought  them 
direct  from  Pekin  in  1872.  He,  however,  not 
being  a  fancier  or  exhibitor,  had  merely  kept 
them  for  his  own  purposes,  and  those  which 
tir.st  came  into  public  notice  were  imported 
from  America,  where  they  Jiad  been  received 
the  previous  year.'' 

This  would  give  the  date  of  their  being 
brought  to  this  country  as  1873,  which  date 
Johnson  gives  again  in  bis  "  Turkey,  Duck 
and  Goose,"  in  which  he  says :  "  The  first 
Pekins  were  imported  in  1873,  since  which 
time  they  have  become  widely  disseminated, 
and  stand  at  the  head  as  the  duck  for  hardi- 
ness, great  layers,  quick  growers  and  good 
size."  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that 
Johnson,  who  insLsts  upon  calling  Eouens 
"  Bouins  "  ("  a  French  variety  also,  taking  its 
name  from  a  French  city,")  is  hardly  a  trust- 
worthy guide,  and  should  be  accepted  with  an 
interrogation  point,  it  now  being  accepted 
that  the  name  Rouen ''  is  a  corruption  of 
"  Roan  "  or  "  Rowan." 

Mr.  Rankin,  in  his  "Natural  and  Artificial 
I'uck  ("ulture"  says: — 

•'  The  sudden  popularity  of  the  duck  in  our 
markets,  the  great  demand  for  them  on  the 
tables  of  our  epicures,  together  with  the 
immense  profits  realized  from  growing  them 
has  naturally  created  quite  an  interest  amontr 
poultrymen.  Duck  culture  of  to-day  is  quite 
a  different  thing  from  in  days  of  yore.  Then 
the  young  birds  were  confided  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  old  hen;  now,  the  business  is 
all  done  artificially.  Your  artificially-grown, 
scrap-fed  duckling  of  the  interior  is  a  far 
different  bird  from  his  fish-fed  brother  of  the 
coast.  He  has  been  educated  to  a  complete 
indifference  to  water  except  to  satisfy  his 
thirst.   Taught  to  take  on  flesh  and  fat  instead 


of  feathers,  his  body  is-  widened  out  and 
roundctl  olT,  and  when  properly  denuded  of 
his  feathers,  is  a  thing  of  beauty."' 

That  states  the  duck  question  in  a  few 
words.  The  radical  change  in  methods  of 
hatching  and  rearing  has  made  a  wonderful 
change  in  the  market  duck,  and  that  immensely 
improvetl  duck  has  "  hit "  the  poi>ular  taste. 
Roast  duck  is  now  in  great  demand,  and 
appears  on  the  bills  of  fare  of  all  our  popular 
hotels,  restaunint-s  and  clubs,  as  well  as  being 
an  attrai  tive  dish  at  the  familv  table. 


To  show  that  it  is  not  altogether  the  artifi- 
cial method  which  gives  so  great  success  with 
Pekin  ducks,  we  quote  from  a  clipping  from 
the  JiUral  Xew  Yorker  of  some  years  ago. 
The  article  was  written  by  Carrie  V.  Meigs, 
of  Franklin  Co.,  Vt. 

"  After  raising  ducks  three  years  with  suc- 
cess and  profit,  as  well  as  pleasure,  I  tliiuk  I 
can  give  some  new  ideas  gleaned  from  my 
experience  and  observation.  I  have  always 
raised  Pekin  ducks.  There  may  be  other 
breeds  equally  hardy  and  profitable,  but  the 


because  coru  was  selling  at  SI  per  bushel,  and 
he  had  not  raised  any,  only!  raised  all  the 
ducks  I  could  care  for,  and  still  could  not  sup- 
ply the  demand  here  in  town.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary so  take  off  one's  hat  and  almost  beg  the 
people  to  1)uy,  as  a  fanner  must  sometimes  do 
in  order  to  sell  his  products.  I  get  my  price 
instead  of  the  purchaser  giving  what  he 
pleases.  I  keep  ducks,  hens  and  turkeys  all 
together  in  the  same  building,  and  use  hens 
and  turkeys  for  hatching  the  duck  eggs.  Hens 
are  preferable  to  turkeys,  as  they  are  not  so 
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PEKIN  DUCKS. 

Drawn  for  Farm-Poultr.v  Ijy  Sewell.   (Copyriijlit,  1896,  Farm-Poultry). 


One  reason  for  the  great  popularity  of  the 
Pekin  duck  is  that  it  exceeds  all  others  as  an 
egg  producer,  and  as  the  eggs  are  almost  all 
turned  into  market  ducks  it  is  ol)vious  that 
the  most  prolific  layer  is  the  most  profitable. 
Good  judges  credit  them  with  producing  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  more  eggs  apiece  in  a 
season,  and  as  we  are  credibly  informed  that 
raisers  average  to  get  a  duckling  from  every 
two  eggs,  each  duck  gives  about  seventy-five 
young  in  a  season.  (See  "  A  Study  in  Ducks,'' 
in  this  number,  and  "  There's  Money  in 
Ducks,"  March  1st,  '96  F.-P.) 


Pekins  are  my  choice,  and  are  very  near  per- 
fection. They  are  hard  to  beat  when  properly 
raised  and  dressed  for  market.  One  of  m\ 
customers  called  them  canary  birds  because 
they  presented  such  an  attractive  appearance. 

I  kept  four  ducks  and  a  drake  last  winter, 
and  this  summer  marketed  over  two  hundred 
ducklings  when  ten  weeks  old,  selling  the  last 
of  them  in  October.  Moreover,  wc  used 
al)Out  four  dozen  eggs  for  cooking,  and  1  sold 
forty  more.  I  am  in  about  the  same  predica- 
ment as  the  old  farmer  who  complained  to 
another  that  he  was  losing  money  right  along 


liable  to  hurt  the  little  ducks  with  their  feet. 

"  I  never  allow  a  hen  or  old  <luck  to  go  with, 
the  little  ones;  they  are  only  a  nuisance  —  the 
ducklings  thriving  just  as  well  or  better  alone. 
Ducklings  don't  care  to  be  brooded  like  other 
fowls,  and  when  with  an  old  duck  they  lie 
around  auKmg  her  feathers  instead  of  under 
her.  Give  them  a  dry,  rat-proof  coop,  with 
plenty  of  chafl"  ami  straw  and  a  little  yard, 
and  there  will  be  no  need  whatever  of  any 
brooding.  They  cuddle  up  together  and  are 
as  quiet  and  contented  as  one  could  wish.  I 
raised  all  of  mine  this  summer  in  this  way, 
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and  found  it  much  better  than  the  old  plan. 
All  who  saw  the  ducklings  were  surprised  to 
see  so  many  little  ones  without  a  mother." 

Miss  Watts'  "  Poultry  Yard  "  says :  —  "  The 
Pekin  is  of  comparatively  recent  iutroduction, 
and  is  a  very  useful  breed,  more  especially  for 
crossing  and  as  a  layer.  It  is  not  nearly  so 
large  in  body  as  at  first  sight  would  appear, 
the  plumage  being  more  abundant,  and  it 
does  not  put  on  the  same  quality  or  quantity 
of  flesh.  As  a  layer  it  is  best  of  all  our 
domestic  ducks,  and  it  is  also  found  very  use- 
ful for  crossing  with  the  Aylesbury." 

Major  Morant's  "  Poultry  for  Profit"  says : — 
"  We  consider  them  inferior  to  both  Ayles- 
burys  and  Kouens.  They  are  not  as  large  as 
either  of  these  breeds.  They  seem  to  grow 
feather  more  than  flesh,  and  their  loose 
feathers  make  them  appear  larger  and  heavier 
than  they  really  are;"  and  Mr.  Brown's 
"Industrial  Poultry  Keeping"  says  of  them, 
"They  are  smaller  in  body  than  either  of  those 
named" —  (Aylesburys  and  Rouens). 

This  estimate  of  recent  English  writers  is 
a  surprise  to  us  here,  because  our  American 
duck  raisers  have  found  both  Aylesburys  and 
Rouens  less  desiraljle  and  a  smaller  dressed 
carcass  than  Pekins  —  and  experiments  made 
by  Mr.  Rankin,  chronicled  in  "  Natural  and 
Artificial  Duck  Culture,"  proved  the  crosses 
of  Pekin  with  Aylesbury  or  Rouen  to  be  less 
satisfactory  than  pure  Pekins.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  our  English  cousins  have  never 
made  the  acquaiutance  of  ourartilicially  raised 
ducks,  which  are  much  larger  and  better  than 
those  naturally  raised,  as  we  understand  the 
English  ducks  to  be ;  hence  their  estimate  of 
the  Pekin  may  need  to  be  revised. 

One  advantage  of  duck  raising  is  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  the  returns  come  iu,  it  requir- 
ing but  about  ten  or  eleven  weeks  to  raise  a 
duckling  to  marketable  size,  when  they  are 
sold  off  and  are  out  of  the  way.  Another 
advantage  is  the  absence ,of  vermin.  We  have 
good  authority  for  the  statement  that  they  are 
a  variety  of  fowl  that  has  no  parasite,  which 
is  remarkable,  since  nature  has  so  superabund- 
antly provided  those  pests  of  the  poultry  yard. 
Still  another  advantage  is  the  small  losses 
amongst  both  the  young  and  old  ducks,  they 
not  being  afflicted  with  a  chronic  disposition 
to  "  turn  up  their  toes,"  as  do  so  many  of  the 
young  chicks  which  are  brought  into  the  world . 

Ducks,  Pekin  ducks,  as  raised  by  our  poul- 
trymen  here  in  the  east,  are  a  profitable  crop ; 
there  is  no^oubt  whatever  about  that.  They 
have  got  to  be  studied  and  their  peculiarities 
taken  into  consideration  in  handling  them. 
Not  everyone  who  has  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness has  made  a  success  of  it,  but  many  have; 
and  that  is  equally  true  of  other  braches  of  the 
poultry  business,  and,  in  fact,  of  every  busi- 
ness, the  world  over ! 

A  Study  of  Ducks. 

By  Mb.  Hunter. 

When  we  visited  the  great  duck  farm  of 
Weber  Bros.,  last  winter  (see  "  There's  Money 
in  Ducks,"  page  89,  March  1st  F.-P.),  we 
promised  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  another 
visit  in  the  spring,  when  everything  was  run- 
ning at  top  speed;  and  a  look  over  the  yards, 
brooder  houses,  etc.,  when  they  were  full  to 
their  utmost  capacity.  This  visit  we  made  on 
May  8th,  and  found  the  Messrs.  Weber  with 
about  twelve  thousand  ducklings  already  out, 
and  more  hatching,  with  three  pickers  busily 
dressing  nine  weeks  old  ducklings  for  the 
Boston  and  New  York  markets. 

Twelve  thousand  ducklings?  That  is  a  great 
number,  and  the  mind  does  not  find  it  easy  to 
grasp  the  figures,  to  realize  what  a  vast 
"  crowd  "  it  is ;  and  yet  they  were  yarded  on 
but  three  or  four  acres  of  ground.  That  is 
one  of  the  surprising  things  about  ducks,  that 
such  great  numbers  of  them  can  be  raised  on 
a  small  space. 

The  Messrs.  Weber  expect  to  hatch  and 
raise  fifteen  to  sixteen  thousand  ducklings  this 
year,  but  of  course  they  won't  have  them  all  on 
hand  at  once.  The  number  to  be  fed  and 
cared  for  is  slowly  increasing  still,  but  the 
hatches  will  gradually  fall  off  in  numbers;  the 
steady  stream  of  dressed  ducks  to  market  will 
soon  equal,  then  exceed,  the  number  hatched, 
and  the  total  on  hand  will  decline.  For  exam- 
ple, they  were  hatching,  at  the  time  of  our 
visit,  about  a  thousand  ducklings  a  week,  and 
dressing  and  shipping  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  a  week.   As  they  were  dressing  nine 


weeks  old  ducklings,  which  were  very  tender 
and  easily  torn,  much  pains  had  to  be  taken 
with  the  picking,  and  three  pickers  could 
dress  not  many  over  one  hundred  in  a  day ; 
but  they  were  rushing  these  "  soft"  ducklings 
into  the  market  in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
the  higher  prices  of  the  first  half  of  May.  As 
prices  fall  off  the  ducklings  will  gain  a  week, 
then  two  weeks  of  life;  gaining,  also, an  added 
pound  to  two  pounds  per  pair.  The  ducks 
they  were  now  marketing  ran  from  nine  to 
ten  pounds  per  pair;  and  as  the  returns  were 
thirty-two  cents  a  pound  each  pair  marketed 
fetched  from  (about)  ^2.90  to  $3.20.  The  day 
before  our  visit  they  sent  two  sugar  barrels  of 
dressed  ducks  to  New  York,  one  barrel  con- 
taining fifty-one,  the  other  fifty-four  ducks, 
the  net  weight  of  the  shipment  being  five  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  pounds,  and  the  returns 
$165.12.  A  pretty  good  day's  work,  tha't! 
We  should  not  overlook  the  fact,  however, 
that  the  $150  to  $175  a  day  return  has  been 
worked  for  and  planned  for  in  all  the  fall  and 
winter  preceding,  and  that  the  machinery,  the 
"  plant,"  to  turn  out  such  a  profitable  stream, 
isn't  built  up  in  one  year  nor  in  two. 

The  prices  of  green  ducks  have  not  been 
quite  up  to  last  year,  when  they  brought 
forty-five  cents  a  pound  at  the  highest  figure, 
this  year  thirty-seven;  but  the  easing  off  iu 
price  has  been  less  rapid  this  year  than  last, 
and  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  average  price 
for  the  season  will  be  as  good.  As  it  costs  but 
(about)  five  cents  a  pound  to  raise  ducklings 
to  marketable  size,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  there 
is  good  money  to  be  made  in  raising  them, 
even  at  the  lowest  price  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
cents.  Since  the  average  for  the  whole  crop 
is  twenty  cents  or  better,  the  profit  is  cer- 
tainly substantial. 

The  interest  on  plant,  incubators,  brooder- 
houses,  etc.,  has  to  be  taken  into  the  account; 
also  the  thirty  thousand  eggs  incubated.  It 
takes,  the  season  through,  two  eggs  put  into  the 
machines  to  produce  one  duckling,  although 
they  are  hatching  so  well  this  season  the  aver- 
age may  be  a  fraction  better.  Of  course  one 
could  do  better  than  that  if  he  did  not  hatch 
the  first  fourth  and  last  fourth  of  the  eggs  they 
get,  it  being  well  known  that  the  first  and 
last  eggs  are  low  in  fertility  and  hatchubility ; 
but  if  one  didn't  hatch  the  first  fairly  fertile 
eggs  he  would  miss  the  best  prices. 

The  rise  and  fall  of  fertility  in  ducks'  eggs, 
following,  as  it  does,  the  rise  and  fall  of  egg 
production,  is  curious.  When  the  ducks  first 
begin  to  lay,  early  in  the  winter,  they  lay, 
perhaps,  one  egg  a  week,  and  those  eggs 
are  almost  wholly  infertile.  As  the  season 
advances  the  egg  tide  increases  (the  fertility 
also),  until  they  will  be  laying  very  nearly  an 
egg  a  day  apiece,  and  those  eggs  will  run  as 
high  as  ninety  per  cent  fertile.  This  "  high 
tide"  lasts  but  a  short  time,  then  begins  to  fall 
again,  the  eggs  gradually  growing  fewer,  and 
the  percent  of  fertility  lower,  until  July  or 
August,  when  it  will  have  practically  ceased. 
It  is  exactly  like  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide  on 
the  sea  shore,  excepting  that  the  ducks,  (the 
old  ones)  have  to  go  through  with  the  moult 
before  the  inflowing  tide  sets  in  again. 

We  went  the  rounds  of  the  buildings, 
following  the  busy  brothers  about  their  tasks. 
At  the  smaller  of  the  two  incubator  cellars  a 
machine  was  to  be  emptied  of  its  just  hatched 
ducklings.  We  went  along  to  watch  the 
operation. 

The  machine  (the  trays  had  been  taken  out) 
was  packed  as  full  as  it  could  hold  of  yellow, 
active,  Ijall  shaped  life,  which  flocked  towards 
the  light,  sliding  down  the  incline  made  by 
the  inner  (glass)  door  to  the  box  awaiting 
them.  By  actual  count  there  were  three 
hundred  and  twenty-six  ducklings  taken  out 
of  the  machine.  The  highest  hatch  this  year 
was  three  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  they 
have  had  several  hatches  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  or  three  hundred  and  sixty  each; 
this  would  be  from  about  five  hundred  eggs. 
The  Webers  use  six-huudred-egg  Monarch 
iucubators,  sixteen  of  them,  —  and  each 
machine  will  hold  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  duck  eggs.  They  have  two  small 
machines  they  use  as  "  tenders,"  putting  about 
fifty  eggs  into  one  of  the  trays  when  a  machine 
is  set.  When  the  eggs  are  tested  out  they  put 
all  the  fertile  eggs  with  live  germs  into  the 
large  machine,  and  these  goodly  hatches  are 
the  result. 

Three  pens  in  one  of  the  long  brooder  houses 
had  been  cleaned  out  and  made  ready  for  the 


new  arrivals,  by  being  bedded  with  fresh  saw- 
dust. The  feed  troughs  (foot  wide  boards 
about  three  feet  long,  with  laths  nailed  about 
the  edges)  were  ready  with  the  first  feed  of 
bread  crumbs  and  egg.  A  little  tin  pail  of 
water  stood  on  the  hover.  The  ducklings 
were  taken,  one  at  a  time,  their  bills  dipped 
into  the  water,  and  then  they  were  lightly 
tossed  down  upon  the  feed  troughs.  The 
downward  toss  brought  their  wet  bills  in  con- 
tact with  the  food,  some  of  which  would 
adhere,  thus  giving  them  a  taste  of  something 
attractive  to  the  palate,  and  they  would  begin 
searching  for  more.  That  first  feed  was  dry 
stale  bread  and  hard  boiled  infertile  eggs, 
ground  fine  in  a  large  sized  Enterprise  meat 
chopper,  the  proportion  being  about  four  of 
bread  to  one  of  egg.  It  was  all  rubbed  up 
together  by  the  hands  after  being  ground  fine. 

One  of  the  brothers  was  feeding  the  older 
ducklings  a  mixture  of  shorts,  corn  meal,  stale 
bread  soaked  up  in  sour  milk,  some  beef 
scraps,  and  a  little  sifted  oyster  shells  or  grit. 
This  was  all  mixed  up  together,  and  if  not 
sufticieutly  sticky  to  be  in  small  lumps  a  little 
red  dog  (fancy  middlings)  or  low  grade  flour 
was  added  to  make  it  so.  Green  food  iu  the 
shape  of  rye  or  young  clover,  run  through  an 
ensilage  cutter,  is  fed  daily.  Rolled  oats  is 
quite  an  important  food,  they  having  fed  fif- 
teen barrels  of  it  this  spring  so  far ;  and  of 
skim  milk  they  feed  liberally,  buying  some 
thirty  cans  a  day  at  a  creamery. 

Watering  is  quite  as  important  as  feeding, 
and  ducklings  literally  "  eat  and  drink,  for 
tomorrow  we  die!"  The  Webers  have 
improved  their  watering  system  by  running  a 
water  pipe  along  the  rafters  of  the  roofs  of  the 
brooder  houses,  a  small  (quarter-inch)  pipe, 
with  cock,  conveying  water  down  to  the 
water  pan  below.  The  attendant  goes  along 
the  walk,  opening  the  cocks  of  six  or  eight 
pens  in  succession,  then  returns  to  the  first 
and  shuts  them  again  in  succession,  watering 
the  whole  of  the  pens  in  a  few  minutes.  This 
device  just  about  saves  the  labor  of  one  attend- 
ant. It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Messrs. 
Weber  have  discarded  the  use  of  their  Ship- 
man  engine  for  pumping  water;  and  have  put 
in  an  "Eclipse"'  windmill,  sixty  foot  tower, 
twelve  foot  wheel,  to  pump  water  for  the 
plant.    They  believe  windmill  power  cheaper. 

We  noted  that  they  were  using  beef  scraps, 
and  asked  if  they  preferred  them  to  the  meat 
meals.  They  said  they  did,  and  got  better 
results  from  feeding  them.  They  have  tried 
various  makes  of  meat  meal,  and  have  found 
that  a  change  f  rom  meat  meal  to  beef  scraps 
invariably  gave  an  increase  in  egg  yield,  and 
better  results. 

The  afternoon  was  waning  when  we  went 
to  the  picking  house  to  see  the  swift  fingers  of 
the  pickers  at  work  dressing  the  ducklings. 
A  boy  brings  up  half  a  dozen  ducklings  at  a 
time,  in  a  bag,  and  drops  them  into  a  pen  in 
the  corner.  The  picker  grasps  his  victim  by 
the  neck,  carries  him  to  the  door,  inserts  a 
sharp  knife  into  the  mouth  and  makes  a  quick 
cut  across  the  top,  forcing  the  knife  back  into 
the  brain.  A  sharp  rap  on  the  head  with  a 
stick  stuns  the  duckling,  and  the  picking 
begins  before  the  struggles  are  ended.  After 
plucking  clean  and  rubbing  oft"  the  down  a 
sharp  knife  is  used  to  shave  oft"  the  pin  feath- 
ers, and  the  duck  is  plunged  into  a  cold  water 
tank,  there  to  lie  till  the  animal  heat  is  all  out, 
when  the  wings  are  tied  close  to  the  body,  the 
blood  rinsed  from  the  mouth,  and  the  carcass 
is  deposited  in  a  long  tank  of  ice  water  to 
become  thoroughly  cooled.  A  barrel  being 
ready,  the  ducks  are  picked  out  of  the  ice  box 
and  stacked  on  a  rack  above  the  cold  water 
tank  to  drain,  then  are  packed  into  the  barrel 
one  at  a  time,  stowed  as  snugly  as  possible. 
When  the  barrel  is  about  two-thirds  full  a 
piece  of  ice  as  big  as  a  small  bucket  is  put  in, 
and  more  ducks  packed  around  and  over  it 
till  the  barrel  is  full,  then  several  pieces- of  ice 
half  as  large  as  one's  head  are  put  on  top, 
burlap  bagging  drawn  tightly  over  it,  and 
nailed  securely  down  beneath  the  top  hoop, 
and  the  barrel  is  ready  for  the  expressman. 

A  choice  pair  of  ducklings  weighing  over 
ten  pounds  had  been  laid  one  side  as  the  pack- 
ing went  on,  and  as  we  stepped  into  the  car- 
riage to  go  to  the  train  a  package  containing 
that  pair  of  ducks  was  placed  on  the  seat 
beside  us  —  "  For  Mrs.  Editor,  with  our  com- 
pliments," said  Mr.  Weber,  and  we  tender  our 
kind  hosts  the  thanks  of  Mrs.  Editor  and  the 
youngsters  for  a  grand  good  Sunday  dinner, 
as  well  as  for  the  pleasant  visit  which  we  here 
attempt  to  describe. 


"Wanted,  a  Post  Oflacel 

A  singular  instance  of  a  missing  post  ofiice 
came  to  our  notice  a  few  days  since.  We  had 
stepped  into  Mr.  Rudd's  ofiice  in  Boston  to  do 
an  errand,  and  just  as  we  turned  to  come  out 
Mr.  Rudd  said,  "  Here's  something  now  that 
I'd  like  your  advice  upon.  I  know  you  advise 
people  sometimes.  Just  tell  me  what  I  can  do 
in  this  case.  We  received  on  Feliruary  15th, 
a  small  box  of  poultry,  but  no  word  or  any- 
thing to  indicate  who  sent  it.  On  March  8th 
we  received  this  letter: 

'  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Co.— Dear  Sirs— I  shipped 
you  29  pounds  of  poultry  about  4  weeks  ago, 
Ijy  express,  and  haven"t  heard  from  them.  I 
wrote  you  at  the  same  time.   Yours  truly, 

lugalls'  Siding,  Me.  E.  J.  Smart.' 

I  at  once  filled  up  a  statement  of  the  account, 
drew,  a  check  to  pay  same,  and  mailed  it  to 
E.  J.  Smart,  Ingalls'  Siding,  Me.  In  a  few 
days  the  letter  came  back  to  us  marked  '  No 
such  oflice  in  state  named.'  I  at  once  wrote 
the  postmaster  at  Boston  oflice,  enclosing  Mr. 
Smart's  letter  inquiring  why  he  hadn't 
received  his  returns,  and  asked  him  if  there 
wasn't  some  mistake — if,  possibly,  it  was  a 
new  ofiice  recently  opened,  and  here  is  his 
reply : 

'  Messrs.  W.  H.  Rudd,  Sou  &  Co.— There  is 
no  such  post  office  in  Maine  as  Ingalls'  Siding, 
nor  can  I  give  you  any  information  which  will 
assist  you  in  addressing  the  letter  properly. 
If  you  are  in  possession  of  the  envelopes  of 
any  communications  received  by  you  from 
^r.  Smart,  the  post  marks  thereon  will  give 
you  the  proper  post  office  address. 

J.  H.  CovEiSTi',  Postmaster.' " 

Upon  this,  as  the  original  Smart  envelope 
showed  no  post  mark,  Mr.  Rudd  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  American  Ex.  Co.,  and  asked  them  to 
look  it  up,  and  see  where  they  got  the  box, 
and  they  replied— Readfield,  Me.  Mr.  Rudd 
then  wrote  Mr.  Smart  at  Readfield,  Maine, 
and  in  due  time  received  the  letter,  retui  ned, 
uncalled  for,  and  about  the  same  time  came 
the  following  letter: 

"  Ingalls'  Siding,  Me., March  30th,  1896. 

W.  H.  Rudd  &  Co. — Messrs. — I  sent  you  a 
consignment  of  poultry  the  first  part  of  Febru- 
ary, and  haven't  heard  from  them.  I  have 
written  once  since  sending  them,  and  didn't 
even  receive  an  answer.  If  I  don't  hear  soon 
will  leave  it  to  some  one  else.  The  consign- 
ment was  thirty  pounds  dressed  chickens. 
Yours  truly, 

Ingalls'  Siding,  Me.  E.  J.  Smart." 

And  that  envelope  has  no  legible  post  mark  1 
Mr.  Smart  certainly  thinks  his  address  is 
Ingalls'  Siding,  and  the  United  States  post 
ofiice  authorities  are  positive  there  is  no  such 
post  office. 

What  can  be  done?  We  suggest  that  a 
Stanley  exploring  expedition  be  fitted  out  to 
dive  into  the  wilds  of  Maine  in  search  of 
Ingalls'  Siding,  in  the  hope  of  discovering  the 
"  smart "  individual  who  shipped  the  chickens 
and  is  wearing  out  his  life  fretting  over  the 
non-arrival  of  his  remittance.  The  remittance 
is  there  in  Mr.  Rudd's  oflice  all  right,  the 
check  bearing  date  February  24th;  but  the 
heartless  post  office  authorities  refuse  to  find 
Ingalls'  Siding  and  deliver  the  letter. 

We  suggest  that  Mr.  Rudd  is  fairly  entitled 
to  some  compensation  for  the  postage  stamps 
and  the  wear  of  the  typewriter  expended  in 
this  fruitless  quest.  Certainly  the  anecdote  is 
well  worth  publishing  as  showing  thedifliculty 
sometimes  attending  the  transaction  of  a  small 
bit  of  business,  and  the  moral  is : 

Be  sure  you  give  the  correct  post  oflice 

address !   ^  

Feeding  Jione  Pays. 

A  gentleman  living  near  the  city,  who  used 
a  bone  cutter  through  the  early  months  of 
winter,  discontinued  its  use  as  the  snow  dis- 
appeared, only  to  find  that  the  egg  basket 
began  to  shrink  at  once  — and  full  count  was 
not  restored  until  the  green  bone  appeared  in 
the  daily  rations.  Nothing  like  experience  to 
teach  the  value  of  seemingly  little  things. 
The  green  bone  is  as  much  a  necessity  in  the 
hen  pen  as  grain  in  the  dairy  herd.  Itisapart 
of  to-day's  business,  and  counts  largely  in  the 
production  of  eggs  out  of  season.  If  once  we 
did  not  hear  or  know  of  these  things,  it  was 
because  once  we  were  not  seeking  so  diligently 
for  larger  possible  production.  Years  come 
and  go,  and  each  one  brings  something  new  in 
methods  and  practices.  It  is  so  everywhere: 
it  is  so  on  the  farm,  and  the  man  who  prides 
himself  on  holding  the  old  standards  is  behind 
the  procession.  Progress  is  the  order,  and  in 
the  poultry  yard  the  bone  cutter  is  in  the  line 
of  progress.  —  Maine  Farmer. 
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Kss-t^»tins  Hpns. 


By  Mk.  Boyek. 


I>r.  N.ith:in  W.  Santwii,  in  ■•  Fann-Poiiltry 
IVvtor."  says  eatiii^:  is  c:inse»l  principally 
by  thin  shelleil  e4?r«.  Lack  of  projHT  fotxl  for 
esrj:  shells,  or  an  iudaiutM  condition  of  the  esri; 
passaire,  causing  the  too  rapid  movement  of 
the  e^rs:,  acoouuts  for  mi>st  tliiu  shelled  cj:;;s. 
The^:g  is  left  in  the  nest,  and  another  hen 
goinj  to  lay,  steps  on  it  and  it  is  broken.  If 
the  hen  remains  some  lime  on  the  nest,  the 
e^'i;  sticks  to  her  feathers,  and  on  leaving  she 
is  liable  to  take  the  e^-i;  with  her.  It  is  then 
within  reach  of  the  floi-k.  The  first  binl  takes 
a  pick  at  the  shell,  likes  it,  lakes  another  bite, 
—and  the  other  hens,  seeing; 'all  that  is  .soins; 
on,  take  p:irt  in  the  fe:ist.  Sometimes  the 
lack  of  .-uiimal  fowl  seems  to  create  an  appvtile 
for  e^js;  eating.  Xest  lK)xes  wilUoiit  proper 
fillinj:.  turned  towanl  the  light,  and  e;isy  of 
access,  often  lead  to  broken  eggs. 

Prof.  J.  Woodroffe  Hiil,  K.  K.  C.  V.  S.,  in 
'•  The  Diseases  of  Poultry,"  says,  v:irious 
causes  (apart  from  example)  have  been 
assigneil  for  egg  eating — a*  the  want  of  neces- 
sary materi.-U  for  shell  making,  close  confine- 
ment, and  light  nests  and  broken  eggs.  Tbe 
latter  undoubtedly  encourage  the  habit,  as  in 
t!io-e  runs  where  soft-shelled  eggs  are  laid 
'  gg  eating  is  most  pi*valent.  Prof.  Hill  add> : 
••I  i-ertainly  do  not  agree  with  the  opinion 
that  an  instinctive  influence  is  at  work  in  the 
egg  eater  for  tbe  manufacture  of  shell,  for  if 
■[  were  so,  why  should  the  bird  not  confine 
:l>elf  to  the  shell,  and  leave  the  contents?  Xo ; 
like  the  child  who  has  tasted  the  j:un,  and 
lound  it  goo<I,  she  wants  more.  Though  the 
hen  even  excetds  this  i)rinciple;  with  her  it 
becomes  a  morbid  appetite— a  creature  eating 
Its  own  production." 

Vale,  in  his  "  Manual  of  Poultry  Diseases," 
says  this  is  principally  the  result  of  neglecting 
to  provide  the  fowls  with  a  sullicieney  of  shell- 
forming  material.  Everything  that  tends  to 
cause  the  laying  of  imi>erfti-tly  sbelleil  eggs  is 
likely  to  produce  egg-eating  among  fowls. 
Tliese  immature  eggs  are  liable  to  bec-ome 
'  roken,  and  the  hen  having  an  instinctive 
loire  for  shell  food  when  laying,  greedily 
-naps  up  bits  of  egg  shell  or  oysttr  shell.  She, 
iherefore,  at  first  seizes  the  broken  egg  for  the 
.-akc  of  the  shell,  and  this  results  generally  in 
a  scramble,  the  other  fowls  endeavoring  to 
obtain  a  share.  In  this  way  a  whole  pen 
sometimes  takes  to  the  habit,  for  having  once 
tasted  the  contents  of  an  egg  they  are  more 
than  likely  to  endeavor  to  obtain  it  whenever 
they  see  an  egg.  AVhen  a  fowl  is  caught  egg 
eating,  test  the  fowl  by  placing  an  egg  in  a 
nest  box  where  it  tan  l>e  got  at,  and  if  the 
fowl  is  a  confirmed  egg  eater  it  will  go  for  the 
egg.  It  should  immediately  lie  killed,  as  the 
habit  once  formed  is  very  difficult  to  cure.  A 
supply  of  rotten  eggs,  placed  in  the  nest  boxes 
and  about  the  run,  is  the  most  likely  means  of 
curing  this  habit  <if  it  is  worth  while  attempt- 
ing itj— but  they  must  lie  putrid. 

Anumlicrof  '"cures"  are  given  by  differ- 
ent writers,  but  we  think  it  unnecessiiry  to 
reproduce  them  here,  ^\'e  firmly  believe  the 
only  safe  method  is  to  kill  the  guilty  one  the 
moment  she  is  detected.  If  not  it  will  be  but 
a  short  while  before  there  will  be  any  number 
of  egg  eaters  in  the  floc  k.  Thut  is  the  only 
cure  we  know  to  be  strictly  reliable.  It  is  the 
only  one  we  ever  used — and  we  believe  that 
our  quick  action  in  the  matter  is  what  has 
saved  us  many  dollars  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  lo>t  by  the  destruction  of  eggs,  and 
at  a  time  of  the  year  when  they  were  bringing 
the  l)est  prices. 

To  our  way  of  thinking,  the  proper  plan  to 
prevent  egg  eating  is  to  begin  at  the  root  of 
the  evil.  Prevent  thin  shelled  etj'js.  We 
know  that  tbe  causes  for  thin  shells  are  sev- 
eral :  Lack  of  proper  material  for  the  manu- 
facture of  egg  shells;  an  inflamed  condition  of 
egg  passage,  causing  the  too  rapid  movement 
of  the  egg;  taking  cold;  over-stimulation  or 
an  overfatcondition  ;  and  unwholesome  food. 

Stoddard  says  that  soft  shelled  eggs  may 
come  from  inflammation  of  the  oviduct,  or 
from  the  want  of  shell  food,  from  eating 
ergot,  from  the  fowls  having  been  worried 
and  driven  about,  or  from  being  overfed. 

Wallace  sa\s  that  some  hens  lay  a  large 
number  of  soft  shelled  eggs,  even  though 
plenty  of  shell  matter  is  alwavs  before  them. 
This  is  caused  by  a  weakened  condition  of  the 


oviduct  to  retain  the  eggs  until  perfectly 
coated  with  shells.  Inflammation  of  that 
organ  will  .ilso  check  the  flow  of  carbonate 
and  phosphate  of  lime,  animal  gluten,  and  the 
salts  of  lime  which  give  to  the  shell  its  bard- 
ness ;  or  the  system  may  be  deficient  in  some 
of  these  constituents,  consequently  the  laying 
of  eggs  without  shells,  or  with  soft  shells. 

If  hens  are  kept  exercising  while  in  confine- 
ment during  the  winter,  and  are  given  a  range 
in  the  spring  and  summer  where  they  can 
secure  the  necessary  amount  of  vegetable  and 
animal  food,  there  will  be  less  cases  of  soft 
shelled  eggs,  consequently  less  broken  eggs  in 
the  nest,  and  less  temptation  for  the  hens  to 
acquire  the  vice. 

We  never  had  much  faith  in  the  theory  that 
throwing  egg  shells  to  fowls  would  teach  the 
habit,  yet  we  cannot  say  so  from  experience, 
as  we  never  fed  the  shells  in  that  way.  Our 
plan  is  to  heat  the  shells  in  .in  oven,  crush 
them,  and  then  mix  with  the  morning  mash. 


Not  All  In  the  Egg. 


By  MK.  Hl'NTER. 


There  seems  to  be  an  understanding  on 
the  part  of  not  a  few  amateur  poultrymen 
that  when  they  have  bought  eggs  from  good 
stock  they  have  done  all  that  is  essential,  that 
they  are  sure  to  raise  good  stock  from  them. 
For  example,  a  lady  in  Xew  York  state  sent 
us  an  order  for  a  sitting  of  eggs.from  our  "best 
pens,"  and  remark etl :  "  We  have  formed  a 
poultry  association  here,  and  purjiose  holding 
a  show  early  next  winter.  I  want  to  put  in 
something  fine,  something  that  will  win."' 

AVe  wrote  and  told  her  tbat  there  was  some- 
thing more  needed  than  just  buying  eggs  from 
gootl  stock,  that  was  only  the  first  step,  and 
the  quality  of  the  stock  raised  depended  quite 
as  much  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  chicks 
are  taken  care  of  and  fed  as  ujion  the  quality 
of  the  parent  stock.  This  is  probably  the 
cause  of  many  of  the  disappointments  when 
Ijeginners  have  bought  high  priced  eggs  and 
the  chicks  raised  prove  "  little  better  than 
scrubs."  Ilaving  bought  eggs  from  prize 
winners,  they  felt  cerUiin  that  their  chicks 
would  be  prize  winners,  and  that  they  them- 
selves had  nothing  more  to  do.  There  could 
hardly  be  a  greater  mistake  made  with  chick- 
ens. Not  only  does  the  size,  strength  and 
vigor  of  the  stoc'k  raised  depend  very  much 
upon  the  care  and  food,  but  oftentimes  there 
are  defects  in  the  plumage  directly  caused  by 
bad  handling,  or  mismanagement,  or  neglect 
of  cleanliness.  So  well  is  this  known  by  expe- 
rienced l>reeders  of  fancy  fowls  the)  spare  no 
pains  to  make  the  conditions  surrounding  the 
chicks  as  favorable  as  possible,  to  the  end  that 
every  opportunity  be  given  them  to  grow — as 
"  it  is  their  nature  to!" 

One  of  the  most  imjiortant  aids  to  growth  in 
chicks  is  range,  as  we  have  urged  in  another 
article  in  this  uuml)er.  .Vnother  important 
thing  is  shade,  semi-shade,  as  furnished  by  an 
orchard,  or  shrubbery.  Few  people  realize 
how  trying  the  blazing  midsummer  sunshine 
is  upon  the  young  chicks;  but  if  they  would 
open  their  eyes  and  wateh  the  flocks  that  have 
access  to  shade,  and  note  how  much  of  the 
hottest  part  of  the  day  is  spent  in  the  shade 
(if  possible),  it  will  be  a  revelation  to  them. 
We  spoke  of  an  orchard ;  that  furnishes  the 
best  possible  range  for  chicks.  There  are 
patches  of  sunshine  and  patches  of  shade — the 
chicks  can  take  their  choice.  An  orchard ,  too, 
furnishes  many  grubs,  and  worms, and  insects; 
and,  if  partly  cultivated  so  much  the  better. 
We  believe  strongly  in  a  grass  run  for  both 
chicks  ai«d  fowls,  and  if  they  have  access  to 
growing  grass  (which  is  their  normal  green 
food)  they  can  supply  themselves  with  all  they 
want.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  chickens  thrive 
best  where  they  haN  e  access  to  both  plowed 
land  and  grass,  so  that  strips  of  plowed 
ground  and  grass,  alternating,  would  be  per- 
fection. As  orchards,  to  give  the  best  results, 
should  be  cultivated  about  the  trees,  it  is 
peculiarly  easy  to  get  the  combination  of  semi- 
.sha<le  with  the  grass  and  plowed  ground  run 
in  the  orchard. 

The  importance  of  cleanliness  has  been 
preached  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  yet 
people's  ideas  of  what  constitutes  cleanliness 
are  terribly  mixed.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
chicks  has  something  to  do  with  this.  When 
first  put  in  the  coops  (or  brooilcrs)  they  are 
very  small  and  the  droppings  are  tiny  ;  in  three 
or  four  weeks  they  have  grown  to  three  or 


four  times  the  size,  and  the  twice  a  week 
cleaning  of  coops  (or  brooders)  which  would 
do  at  first,  is  then  insuflicicnt.  This  is  one 
great  advantage  of  tbe  bottomless  coop,  with 
the  chicks  resting  on  the  ground ;  these  are 
cleaned  by  simply  moving  their  length,  or 
width,  to  fresh  ground.  All  things  considered , 
we  have  come  to  think  the  simple  A  coops  for 
young  chicks  and  roosting  coops  for  older 
chicks,  such  as  are  pictured  and  described  in 
"  How  AVe  Hatch  and  Raise  Chickens," 
March  1st,  '95  F.-l'.,  eml)ody  the  most  advant- 
ages, coui>led  with  the  fewest  disadvantages, 
of  anything  we  have  seen;  and  the  shelter- 
boards,  ('•  shelter  from  both  rain  and  sun,") 
we  can  strongly  recommend,  after  using  them 
constantly  for  a  dozen  years.  With  those 
simple  coops,  the  earth  being  the  floor,  it  is  a 
simple  i>roblcm  to  clean  them  of  the  droppings 
by  daily  moving  them  just  forward  or  side- 
wise  to  fresh  ground. 

The  most  important  factor  in  raising  good 
stock  is  the  food,  which  should  be  nourishing 
and  wholesome,  should  contain  the  food  ele- 
ments which  promote  the  growth  of  bone, 
muscle,  and  feathers.  It  should,  also,  conUiin 
these  elements  in  the  proper  proportion,  so 
that  there  shall  not  be  an  excess  of  one  over 
the  other.  For  example,  corn  is  a  \  cry  poor 
food  for  the  reason  that  it  contains  such  a  large 
proportion  of  flesh  formers  (fat), and  so  small 
a  proportion  of  bone  and  muscle  maki  rs.  A 
chicken  fed  wholly  upon  corn  or  corn  meal 
would  be  ovcrsupplied  with  flesh,  ami  wouM 
be  starving  hungry  for  food  to  nourish  the 
frame  and  make  muscle,  hence  would  ha\  e  to 
be  continually  getting  rid  of  (voiding),  or  lay- 
ing up  in  surplus  fat,  the  oversupply.  It 
would  be  folly  to  claim  that  any  one  food  was 
perfect,  and  all  otliers  defective;  because  a 
score  of  diflerent  people  will  succeed  well  with 
their  chickens  and  each  feed  a  diflirent  food; 
the  secret  with  them  no  doubt  being  a  ''varied" 
food  ration.  It  is,  however,  generally  con- 
ceded that  oats  and  oatmeal  come  the  nearest 
to  a  jierfcct  ration  to  promote  growth  of  any 
of  the  cereals. 

Kilward  Brown,  the  celebrated  English 
author  and  editor,  gives  his  testimony  to  oats, 
saying:  —  ''Of  all  grains  there  is  no  doubt 
that  oats  is  the  very  finest  poultry  food,  in 
that  the  requisite  elements  are  found  therein 
in  the  best  balanced  form."  —  /^Industrial 
I'oultnj  Keepinfj,  page  97.) 

AV right's  "  Practical  Poultry  Keeper"  says: 
"  AVith  regard  to  feeding,  if  the  question  be 
asked  what  is  the  best  food  for  chickens, 
irrespective  of  price,  the  answer  must  decid- 
edly be,  oatmeal.  After  the  first  meal  of  bread 
crumbs  and  egg,  no  food  is  e(iual  to  it,  if 
coarsely  ground,  and  only  moistened  so  much 
as  to  remain  criuntjly.  The  price  of  oatmeal 
is,  however,  so  high  as  to  forbid  its  use  in  gen- 
eral, except  for  valuable  breeds ;  but  we  should 
still  advise  it  for  the  first  week  in  order  to  lay 
a  good  foundation." 

If  oatmeal  lays  a  good  foundation  it  also 
makes  a  good  superstructure,  and  with  modern 
methods  oatmeal  is  so  reasonable  in  price,  and 
spends  so  well,  we  have  come  to  consider  it  an 
economical  food ;  we  recently  bought  at  a 
wholesale  grocer's  four  barrels  of  the  best 
("  C  ")  grade  of  oatmeal  at  $4  per  barrel,  two 
cents  a  pound  —  and  as  oatmeal  "  lays  a  good 
foundation,"  and  as  a  good  foundation  means 
eggs  in  the  basket  next  fall  and  winter,  we 
believe  oatmeal  is  as  cheap  a  food  as  we  can 
buy. 

This  article  already  exceeds  the  limit  we 
intended  for  it,  but  the  subject  is  a  large  and 
far  reaching  one.  It  is  too  large,  possibly,  to 
attempt  to  cover  in  one  article,  but  we  have 
accomplished  something  if  we  have  shown  the 
reader  the  importance  of  good  care  anil  good 
food  in  enabling  a  steady  growth  in  chicks; 
and  it  is  a  steady  uninterrupted  growth  from 
shell  to  maturity  that  makes  first  class  speci- 
mens. 


A  practical  farmer  in  ilassachusetts  who 
lias  had  years  experience  in  the  business, 
declares  that  two  hundred  hens  will,  by  lu  oper 
management,  yield  a  fair  sujiport  for  a  sm;ill 
family.  Of  course  this  means  that  with  the 
eggs  there  is  a  good  garden  from  which  the 
family  may  cull  supplies  during  the  growing 
sea.son,  If  this  can  be  done  in  Jlassachusetts 
why  should  it  not  in  Jlaine"/  If  it  can  lie  done 
in  Maine,  who  is  there  who  needs  go  hungry 
or  without  comforts?  —  JAiute  Fanner. 


Weak 

Nerves  are  due  to  inipoveiishcd  and  impure 
blood.  Hood's  Sarsaparilla  cures  nervousness 
because  it  feeds  the  nerves  upon  jiure,  rich, 
bealtliy  lilood.  Remember 

Hood's 

Sarsaparilla 

Is  the  One  True  Blood  I'urilier.  $1 ;  six  for  §5. 
Hood's  Pills  are  always  reliable.  25cent3. 

PHicES  heqdced 

After  May  ist. 

EggS£  Hatching 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  F:t'g  Sti  ain  ;  "  llii- Imsim  ss  fowl  of  Uie 
19Ui  cciUnr> .") 

White  Wyandottes, 


(Brown  Egg,  Prolific  Laying  Stock. 

Light  Brahmas, 

(Kai  ly  Laying' Strain ;  liavc  iK-t-n  got  tu  laying  al 
b  mos.  and  a  days  old.) 

Price,  $2  per  sitting;  three  sittings,  $5. 

For  t'ggs  from  Uie  same  pens  I  set  e^cgs  from  for 
my  own  cbickens. 
Incubator  Eggs,  $6  per  100. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


ECGS.  EGGS. 

From  farm-raised,  strong,  vigorous  slock  of  the 
best  blood  obtainable. 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 
S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS, 
LIGHT  BRAHMAS, 

PEKIN  DUCKS, 
MAMMOTH  BRONZE  TURKEYS. 
Duck  eggs,  $1.60  per  11 ;  Turkey  eggs,  30  cents  each; 
all  others,  $2  per  sitting  of  13;  3  sittings,  $S. 

PEACH  HILL  POULTRY  FARM, 

R.  J.  DENHAM,  Manager, 

West  Alexander,  Pa. 

EGGS,  EGGS,  EGGS. 

Prize  Barred  P.  Rocks. 

Winners  ol  ISO  prizes  at  Mahieu.  Wobiii  n,  Wakefield 
ami  Stoneliam.  Eggs  for  Incubators.  So  per  100.  Best 
pens,  $1  and  $2  per  13.  C.  E.  CROM ACK, 

Box  767.  Stoiiehaiii,  Ma8B. 

ELBRIDGE  C.  COMEY, 

Originator  and  Breeder 

of  the  oelcl.ratiil 

"  DUKE  ol  YORK  " 


STRAIN  OF 


LioUt  Bralinas 


UNEQUALKD  for  their  great  SIZE,  sraiul 
SHAPE,  superb  «  <)E<)K,  fine  C<)i»II5,  profuse 
MIDDLE  TOE  FE.4THEK1J.G, and  superior 
LAYING  QUALIXLES. 

The  "  DITKE  of  YORK"  LIGHT  BR.VHM.\S.  are 
the  result  of  careful  study  lo  inutini:  f<»r  KtVEST 
PoiXTS,  without  detriment  to  Uxii  ity.  They  have 
been  breetj  continuously  since  regardless  of 

Labor  or  Exi'KX'^e.  up4>n  Fabjis,  allowing  free 
range,  and  area  Vk;i>koi-s.  t*Roi.tFic  strain,  possess- 
ing Vf.rfect  Hit  \  iiMA  CiiAKArTER,  according to  (he 
■■  Standard  i>f  I'ehfec  rio.N." 

They  have  Won-  a  large  number  of  Ibo  IfloiIEST 
Prizes  yearly  at  tbe  Pkomixent  E.vhiuitions 
in  United  States  and  C'AXAD.i,  in  the  bands  of 
mv  customers. 

FIRST-CL.\SS  Birds  for  sal"  at  reasonal>le 
prices.  SPIiCI.AL  KATES  made  those  wanting 
large  nunilieis.  PAKTICUL.4R  ATTENTIOX 
given  to  muling  for  best  results  in  breeding,  according 
to  Points  aud  Pedigree. 

TP/^  C  From  SELECTED  MATIXGS 
Xi\3r\3rt9  of  EXHIBITIOX  BIRDS,  at 
S3.00  per  sitting  of  13  Eggs:  S.5.00for  3  sit- 
tings; ST. pa  for  3  sittings;  S I O.OO  for  5  sit- 
tings, carefully  packed  and  delivered  to  Ex- 
press in  BOSTON. 

NO  CIRCIXARS.     WRITE  FOR  W.WTS. 

20  Granite  St.,  SOMEEVILLE,Mass. 

VALUABLE  POULTWbOOK 

FREE 
for  two  stamps.  .Vddress. 

MICH.4EL  K.  BOYEK,  Naticii,  Mass. 
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Give  the  Chickens  Room. 

By  Mr.  Hunter. 

Room  to  run  and  scratch  and  dig  in,  to  catch 
here  a  bug,  there  a  worm  or  seed,  then  a  snip 
of  grass,  maybe ;  to  be  constantly  active,  chas- 
ing each  other  about  or  running  to  catch  an 
insect ;  —  that  is  nature's  way  of  raising  stroug, 
hardy,  vigorous  chiclis.  How  very  far  short 
of  it  some  of  us  come  I  We  weut  to  a  farm 
house  the  other  day  on  an  errand.  Three 
small  pens  and  coops  of  chickens  attracted  our 
attention,  and  a  glance  showed  that  each 
family  was  shut  into  a  space  3x4  feet,  and 
had  been  confined  to  that  one  space  and  the 
coop  uncleaned  for  probably  a  week.  A  wire 
frame  covered  the  pen,  and  kept  the  chicks 
securely  confined,  but  as  there  was  no  danger 
from  hawks  there  I  asked,  "  Why  keep  them 
shut  so  close?"  "  Oh,  they  dig  up  the  flower 
garden  so  if  they  are  let  run."  We  suggested 
that  they  coukl  be  located  out  among  some 
small  fruit  trees  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
and  that  they  would  do  no  damage  there. 
"  Yes,  but  that's  onhandy  for  the  wimmin 
folks;  they  like  to  have  'um  right  here  by  the 
back  door  where  they  can  feed  'um  without 
goin'  far."  Just  then  one  of  the  "  wimmin 
folks"  came  out  to  feed  them,  dropping  the 
dough  through  the  wire  mesh  down  upon  the 
filthy  ground  of  the  pens.  Of  course  the  chicks 
ate  it,  for  they  were  very  hungry,  and  they 
ate  more  or  less  of  the  excrementrfilth  of  the 
ground  with  it.  We  preached  a  little  sermon 
about  better  methods,  told  them  we  believed 
it  paid  to  have  a  small  tin  pan,  or  bit  of  clean 
board,  or  shingle,  to  feed  on,  and  thus  keep  the 
food  out  of  the  dirt — and  we  felt  sure  the 
chicks  would  grow  better  if  given  their  liberty 
and  a  grass  run,  and  that  the  semi-shade  of 
those  young  fruit  trees  would  be  most  excel- 
lent for  them.  "  Oh,  yes ;  I  know  that's  your 
way,"  said  the  woman,  "  but  you're  a  '  hen- 
crank,'  while  we  are  only  farmers  —  and  I'm 
sure  I  don't  want  to  go  trapesing  away  off  out 
there  five  or  six  times  a  day  just  to  feed  a  few 
chicks ;  I'm  too  busy !  " 

That  represents  a  very  large  class  of  people 
who  "  keep  a  few  hens,"  but  don't  half  keep 
them !  We  saw  a  year  or  two  ago  a  poultry 
farm  where  the  man  had  over  a  thousand 
chickens,  and  he  had  them  all  cooped  up  on  a 
little  piece  of  ground  of  less  than  an  acre.  He 
had  flour  barrels  for  coops,  and  set  a  dozen  or 
fifteen  of  them  together,  side  by  side,  the 
mother  hens  being  confined  within  the  barrels 
by  stakes  driven  into  the  ground  in  front,  but 
with  spaces  between  which  let  the  chicks  run 
out.  There  were  fifty  or  more  of  these  barrels 
about  the  grounds,  but  there  wasn't  a  speaj  of 
grass,  nor  a  bug,  nor  an  insect  anywhere. 
The  insides  of  the  barrels  looked  as  though 
they  hadn't  been  cleaned  out  since  the  flocks 
were  put  in,  and  were  filthy  beyond  compare. 
How  many  dead  chicks  we  saw  in  the  coops 
and  scattered  about,  we  wouldn't  like  to  say ; 
but  there  were  many.  One  chick  six  or  seven 
weeks  old  was  evidently  just  "  on  its  last  legs," 
and  could  hardly  stagger  along.  The  owner 
picked  it  up,  opened  its  bill  and  said, 
"  canker,"  as  he  tossed  it  one  side. 

Chicks  raised  in  this  way  cannot  be  healthy, 
and  those  that  do  survive  cannot  be  brought  to 
more  than  two-thirds  the  natural  size;  they 
are  "  stunted  "  by  being  kept  in  crowded  and 
filthy  quarters,  forced  to  breath  foul  air  laden 
with  noxious  gases,  and  eat  their  food  ott'  the 
filthy  ground.  Such  chicks  don't  have  more 
than  half  a  chance  to  live,  to  say  nothing  of 
making  good  growth ;  and  it  is  just  the  same 
with  the  farmer's  imprisoned  flocks  that  we 
spoke  of  above,  and  with  yours  and  yours,  sir 
or  madam,  if  you  abuse  your  chicks  in  the 
same  way.  Chicks  need  room.  They  love  to 
run,  and  scratch,  and  dig  —  and  to  roam  at 
wHl  is  their  normal  life. 

This  was  just  brought  home  to  us  by  a  letter 
from  a  customer  asking  if  pullets  hatched  now 
can  be  got  to  laying  before  winter.  We 
answered,  "  That  depends  upon  you !  If  you 
give  them  a  chance  to  grow  and  feed  them  for 
growth  they  will  come  to  laying  maturity 
within  six  months ;  but  if  you  '  stunt'  them  by 
improper  food  and  no  care,  they  won't  lay  till 
spring,  and  then  good  bye,  profit ! "  Look  at 
the  egg  account  of  C.  H.,  on  page  187,  May  1st 
number.  There  is  an  example  of  June  hatched 
chicks  that  were  given  a  chance  to  grow,  and 
they  did  grow,  and  come  to  laying  maturity 
and  laid  eggs,  and  laid  lots  of  them.  Look  at 
that  account  of  Mr.  Nesmith's  Lt.  Brahma 


pullets,  on  page  9,  January  1st  F.-P.  The 
Light  Brahmas  are  not  popularly  considered 
to  be  a  quick  maturing  breed,  but  there  was  a 
flock  of  them  got  to  laying  before  they  were 
six  months  old.  They  had  free  range  and 
good  care,  and  the  "free  range"  is  more  than 
half  the  story.  Part  of  their  free  range  was  a 
field  sown  with  turnips.  So  faithfully  did 
they  "range"  over  a  fan-shaped  area  spread- 
ing out  from  the  gateway  through  which  they 
entered  the  field,  that  the  turnips  grew  from- 
not  at  all  close  to  the  gateway  to  half-size  a 
hundred  feet  away.  Like  the  frog  in  the 
story,  it  was  "  fun  for  the  chickens,  but  rough 
on  the  turnips,''  and  those  Lt.  Brahma  pullets 
were  laying  fifty  per  cent  before  they  were 
six  months  old. 

What  an  object  lesson!  We  don't  at  all 
claim  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  chickens  to 
destroy  a  turnip  patch,  or  corn  field,  or  the 
vegetable  garden,  or  the  flower  beds,  in  order 
that  they  may  grow;  but  we  do  claim  that 
room  to  run  about,  and  scratch,  and  dig,  and 
catch  bugs  and  worms,  and  snip  blades  of 
grass,  is  vastly  important  if  we  would  have 
eggs  next  winter  when  they  pay  a  big  profit. 


The  result  in  both  experiments  has  been 
favorable  to  the  animal  food,  as  shown  by  the 
following  summary : — 

Vegetable  v.  Animal  Foods  for  Hem. 


MOTHEES  MUST  GUIDE. 


Should  ■Watch  the  Physical  De- 
velopment of  Their  Daughters. 


Poultry  Experiments  at  the  Hatch 
Experiment  Station,  Amherst, 
Mass.,  from  the  Eighth  Annual 
Report. 

These  have  been  upon  a  small  scale,  on  ac- 
count of  location  and  limited  equipment.  We 
have  had  four  crops  of  laying  fowls,  raised  in 
1894.  There  have  been  from  fifteen  to  nine- 
teen hens  in  a  house.  The  houses  are  exactly 
alike  in  construction,  each  with  nesting  and 
laying  room,  ten  by  twelve  feet,  and  scratch- 
ing shed  eight  by  ten  feet  in  size.  The  hens 
were  of  two  breeds,  —  Light  Brahma  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock. 

We  have  confined  our  attention  to  two 
points : — 

1.  The  relative  value  for  egg  production  of 
vegetable  as  compared  with  animal  substances 
for  furnishing  the  greater  parts  of  the  albu- 
minoids and  fats  of  the  food. 

2.  The  relative  value  for  egg  production 
of  animal  food  in  the  form  of  dried  "  animal  " 
or  "  flesh  "  meals  as  compared  with  cut  fresh 
bone. 

1.    Vegetable  v.  Animal  Albuminoids. 

Two  experiments  have  been  carried  out : 
one  extending  from  Dec.  9,  1894,  to  Feb.  12, 
1895;  the  other  from  June  1  to  Oct.  31,  1895. 
The  first  experiment  began  when  the  fowls 
were  pullets,  hatched  in  May;  the  second 
includes  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  time 
occupied  in  the  annual  moult.  These  facts 
account  in  part  for  the  small  egg  production. 
During  the  summer  experiment  the  fowls  had 
the  run  of  small  grass  yards. 

The  material  used  in  the  first  experiment  to 
furnish  the  vegetable  substitute  for  animal 
food  was  soja-bean  meal.  This  is  an  excep- 
tionally rich  vegetable  substance,  in  composi- 
tion excelling  meat  meal,  as  will  be  seen  :ffom 
the  figures  below : — 

Composition  of  the  Dry  Matter.,  Soja-bean  and  Meat 
Meal  (per  cent.) 

Flesh                Heat  and  Fat 
FOOD.            Formers.     Fat.  Formers. 
Soja-bean  meal,   .   .      34.37        16.38  45.22 
Meat  meal   35.98  8.31   

Moisture:  soja-bean  meal,  11.61  per  cent.; 
meat  meal,  13.68  per  cent. 

In  the  second  experiment  linseed  and  cot- 
ton-seed meal  were  used  as  the  vegetable  sub- 
stitutes for  animal  foods. 

In  both  experiments  the  fowls  received  a 
variety  of  foods,  but  the  nutritive  ratio  was 
always  kept  substantially  the  same  for  the 
two  coops  under  comparison.  In  the  first 
experiment  the  ratio  was  one  flesh  former  to 
four  and  one-half  fat  and  heat  formers;  in  the 
second  it  was  one  to  four  and  seven-tenths. 
The  foods  used  in  the  first  experiment,  in 
addition  to  the  soja-bean  meal  and  meat  meal, 
were:  cut  alfalfa,  wheat, oats,  and  middlings, 
in  one  coop;  in  the  other,  boiled  potatoes, 
ground  clover,  wheat,  wheat  middlings  and 
cut  bone. 

In  the  second  experiment  the  supplementary 
feeds  were:  wheat,  oats,  bran,  and  middlings 
for  the  vegetable  coop;  and  wheat,  oats, 
wheat  meal,  bran,  and  linseed  meal  for  the 
animal  food  coop. 

Both  coops  had  pure  water,  artificial  grit 
and  ground  oyster  shells  always  before  them; 
and  all  other  conditions  were  made  as  nearly 
as  possible  alike. 


Vegetable  food,  1st  coop,  64  $0.()021  11  23.830  $0.3410 
Vegetable  food,  2d  coop,  153  0027  400  .917  0160 
Animal  food,  1st  coop,  64  0024  79  3.554  0650 
Animal  food,  2d  coop,       153      0033   622     .773  0115 

In  the  above  estimate  of  cost  no  charge  is 
made  for  labor,  and  no  allowance  for  the  drop- 
pings. The  production  of  eggs  is,  of  course, 
very  small,  even  in  the  best  period ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that,  at  the  very  time 
when  hens  always  lay  most  freely,  our  fowls 
were  taken  out  of  this  experiment  for  breed- 
ing purposes,  viz.,  from  Feb.  12  to  June  1. 

The  results  are,  however,  decisive  against 
the  vegetable  food,  and  in  favor  of  the  animal 
in  so  far  as  eft'ect  upon  egg  production  is  con- 
cerned. The  fowls  receiving  animal  food 
were,  moreover,  in  much  better  condition  at 
the  close  of  these  experiments  than  the  others. 
2.  Dried  Animal  or  Meat  Meal,  Compared 
with  Vict  Fresh  Bone. 

There  were  two  experiments.  The  general 
conditions  were  the  same  as  in  the  comparison 
of  vegetable  and  animal  foods.  The  nutritive 
ratio  was  nearly  the  same  in  coops  compared. 
A  variety  of  foods  was  supplied ;  artificial 
grit  and  oyster  shells  were  given  ad  lib.  The 
results  are  shown  below : — 

i  •  ■ 
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Dried  meat  meal  ,1st  coop,  64  $0.00266  185  1.185  $0.0170 

Dried  meat  meal, 2d  coop,  153     00280  417  1.051  01.52 

Cut  fresh  bone,  1st  coop,    64     00248  163  1.164  0170 

Cut  fresh  bone,  2d  coop,  1.53     00300  444  .978  0143 

These  results  are  rather  indecisive,  as  in  one 
experiment  the  meat  meal,  and  in  the  other 
the  cut  fresh  bone,  gave  the  better  results,  as 
measured  by  egg  production.  The  condition 
of  the  fowls  receiving  the  meat  meal 
has,  however  been  uniformly  better  than 
in  the  other  coops.  There  has  been  no  diar- 
rhcea.  In  the  second  experiment,  two  hens 
in  the  cut  bone  coop  died ;  and  at  the  close  of 
this  experiment  the  fowls  which  had  been 
receiving  meat  meal  were  nearer  through 
moulting  than  the  others. 

Of  course  it  is  possible  that  the  bone  was 
not  used  in  the  best  practicable  manner;  but 
it  appears  to  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  secure 
an  even  distribution  of  this  food.  Some  hens 
almost  invariably  secure  more  than  their 
share,  and  this  is  equally  true,  whether  the 
cut  bone  be  scattered  or  mixed  in  a  mash. 
The  result  is  frequent  diarrhoeas.  The  meat 
meal,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  evenly  mixed 
in  a  mash,  so  that  all  fowls  share  alike,  as  it 
cannot  be  picked  out.  Our  results  indicate 
that  it  is  a  safer  feed  than  the  bone ;  it  is  also 
a  much  cheaper  feed;  and,  if  it  will  give 
practically  as  many  eggs,  it  is  to  be  preferred. 
This  experiment  will  be  repeated. 


A  Bee  BuUettn. 


The  Honey  Bee.— A  manual  of  instruction 
in  apiculture,  is  just  to  hand  from  the  Division 
of  Entomology  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  preface  says:  — "This  treatise  is 
designed  to  make  the  practical  management 
of  an  apiary  plain  to  those  whose  acquaintance 
ivith  the  subject  is  limited,  and  to  direct  such 
as  may  find  in  it  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
occupation  to  a  system  of  management  which 
may  be  followed  on  an  extensive  scale  with 
the  certainty  of  fair  remuneration  for  the 
labor  and  capital  requii-ed."  The  book  is 
handsomely  illustrated,  and  will  be  sent  on 
request  for  it  sent  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Washington,  D.  C. 

It  is  interesting  to  learn  from  Mr.  Howard's 
"  Letter  of  Transmittal  "  to  the  Secretary  that 
the  estimated  annual  value  of  apiarian  pro- 
ducts in  the  United  States  is  twenty  million 
dollars ;  that  three  hundred  thousand  persons 
are  engaged  in  the  culture  of  bees ;  and  that 
almost  sixty-four  millions  of  pounds  of  honey 
were  produced  in  1889,  according  to  the 
census  report. 


Information  They  Should  Furnish  at  the 
Proper  Time — Knowledge  by  Which 
Suffering  May  Be  Avoided. 

Every  mother  possesses  information 
of  vital  value  to  her  young  daughter. 

When  the  girl's  thoughts  become 
sluggish,  with 
headache,  dizzi- 
ness, and  a  dis- 
position to 


sleep, 

pains  in 
back  and 
lower 
limbs, 
eyes 
dim, 
desire 

for  solitude,  ^ 
and  a  dislike  to 
the  society  of 
children :  when  she  is 
a  mystery  to  herself  and  friends,  then, 
her  mother  should  come  to  her  aid. 

Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Com- 
pound will,  at  this  time,  prepare  the 
system  for  the  coming  change.  See 
that  she  has  it,  and  Mrs.  Pinkham,  at 
Lynn,  Mass.,  will  cheerfully  answer 
any  letters  where  information  is  de- 
sired. Thousands  of  women  owe  their 
health  to  her  and  the  Vegetable  Com- 
pound, and  mothers  are  constantly 
applying  to  her  for  advice  regarding 
their  daughters. 

EXPERT  ADVICE. 

Doyouhave  success  with  your  incubator?  Prob- 
ably not.  Most  people  don't  until  they  learn  how. 
After  you  have  had  a  poor  hatch,  haven't  you  wished 
that  you  knew  ot  some  one  who  could  "tell  you  all 
about  it?-'  1  am  that  person.  I  know  how  to  run 
incubators.  That  Is  my  business.  I  have  had  years 
of  experience,  and  I  can  tell  you  how.  If  I  cannot 
I  will  refund  your  money.  For  full  advice  I  charge 
50  cents.   Hadn't  you  better  let  me  tell  you  ? 

S.  C.  STUBBS, 
Incubator  expert,  Bradshaw,  Neb. 

MINORCAS. 

BLACK    AND  WHITE. 

Kggsand  stock  for  sale.  Yards  contain  birds  bred 
from  imported  stock;  also  the  first  prize  cock  at  New 
York.  J.  W.  DOUD, 

Turin,  N.  Y. 

SCOTT! 

How  the  people  are  calling  for  that  wonderful 
destroyer  of  all  vermin,  called 


It  is  no  "Iiunibug,"  but  a  genuine  "kiHbiig," 
It  not  only  Kills  all  lice  and  tteas  on  poultry, 
dogs,  cats,  all  animals  and  plants,  but  stops  the 
vermin  from  breeding. 


Kills  ticks  ou  sheep,  and  stimulates  tlie  growth  of 
wool. 

Every  hotel  and  household  should  use  it  to  pack 
away  furs  and  clothing,  an<i  place  on  carpets  and 
furniture  to  prevent  moths  and  buffalo  bugs. 

Sure  death  to  waterbugs,  cockroaches,  bed- 
bugs and  ants. 

Chemists  and  physicians  pronounce  it  absolutely 
harmless  to  human  beings. 

Ask  your  dealer  to  keep  it,  or  send  25  cents  for 
one  pouud;  or  SI  for  five  pounds;  sample  by  mail, 
10  cents. 

For  sale  in  Boston  by 

SCHLEGEL  &  FOTTLER, 

86  So.  Marliet  St.,  up  stairs. 

Worcester  Compound  Co., 

p.  O.  Box  749,  WORCESTEK,  MASS. 
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t>ur  Poultry  Syiiiposliini. 

(•pinion*  (iiTrlt  liy  ^nie  of  the  Lradine  Ki«n- 
cirr>  lC«-£n«nliii|;  the  A4l\  i>jtbil:ly  of  r»»n- 
liiitiiiis  the  l-:KK~"rmh*  -llow  l;e;;tiiiieni 
Make  '>lt!>tHke>  in  Shippiiii;  to  >l:irk<'t. 

Ttiltl   liy  •  %VeU-Kuuwu  i'uiuiiiissiuii 
Mer\-hauil?>. 

Tht  aDs\vei>  to  the  query  KARJi-roi'X-TUV 
«<iit  flit  xvhrUier  it  would  not  pay  U'tter  to 
-  !o  of  e_-ins  for  hatching,  aud  turu 
i.it lu  itiu>  >lo^-k  to't«e  soM  at  ditl"er»'nt 
strive  every  day*:iuJ  some  mI>1o  arsriinieiit* 
are  made  on  l>oth  sides.  All  sorts  of  com- 
plaints ar»'  made  by  liuvers  of  eggs,  and  these, 
l«>o,  are  iiitelli:a'iitly  n'pliiM  to. 

Kj  T.  E.  ShrrtiiHU. 

Ai  i-onlinit  to  my  expi-riem  e  there  is  not  as 
niuob  prolit  in  s<-lliui:  eJ5^■  for  h.itehing  as 
mi»t  of  the  huyers  think  there  is.  They  do 
not  take  into  eonsideration  the  eost  of  adver- 
tisio!;,  the  ei.»t  of  stationery,  postai.T.  and  the 
bnn;  amount  of  time  it  takes  to  answer  cor- 
re?[H>ndeiit»  who  never  buy  anything.  Then 
then-  is  tlie  tt>st  of  the  baskets,  exeelsior  etc., 
n<x-e>s:irv  to  pack  the  eggs  so  they  will  go 
buiHlreds  of  miles  safely ;  and  the  time  it  takes 
to  pack  theui  prt>|><Tly  and  take  them  to  the 
exprt^s  ortice  (and  in  s<imc  cases  to  duplicate 
the  order  for  banlly  a  thank). 

.Vs  a  rule,  I  can  tind  but  little  fault  with  the 
number  of  complaints  of  the  customers,  as  I 
u?*  eggs  for  hatehiag  from  the  <ame  slot-k 
that  1  sell  to  customers,  and  therefore  can  tell 
at  which  end  of  the  tnnle  the  trouble  is  when 
complaint  is  made.  When  the  eggs  from  the 
same  stock  are  batching  well  with  me  1  tell 
the  customer  >o,  but  usually  send  more  eg^s 
without  cbanre,  a«  I  think  it  better  to  lose  a 
few  c_^_'>  to  a  disboncr-t  iH>rs<>n  than  to  wrong 
an  honest  customer.  l>esi«Ies  having  him  think 
forever  after  that  I  am  dishonest.  I  had 
rather  have  the  dishonest  ones  think  I  was  a 
fool  than  to  have  the  honest  lielieve  1  am  a 
knave— for  the  honest  are  by  far  the  largest 
majority. 

AVhat  do  I  consider  a  fair  hatch?  If  I  were 
to  buy  eggs  for  hatching  from  other  breeders 
of  any  variety,  ami  should  get  seven  goo«l 
beallby  chicks  from  thirteen  eggs,  I  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  pays  far  l)etter  to 
batch  the  eggs  and  sell  the  stock,  if  the  bree<ler 
has  a  limited  nunilier  of  eggs  to  dispose  of. 
When  a  breeiler  sells  a  sittiug  of  eggs  he  is 
giving  the  customer  a  chance  to  get  as  l^ne 
stock  for  a  mere  tritleag  he  has.  and  for  which 
the  breeder  may  have  spent  hundreils  of  dol- 
lars and  years  of  time  to  get  up  to  a  high 
etandarii. 

For  instance,  I  am  sending  out^gs  for  two 
dollars  p<-r  sitting.  My  customers  stand  just 
as  good  a  chance  of  getting  the  finest  show 
birds  as  I  do.  In  fact,  1  was  once  beaten  in 
the  show  room  by  stock  raised  from  eggs  I 
had  sold;  and  in  another  instance,  I  bought 
my  first  premium  cwkerel  and  first  premium 
pullet  —  the  former  being  raisetl  from  eggs  I 
hail  .sold  for  one  dollar  per  sitting,  and  the 
latter  came  from  eggs  I  had  given  away  to  an 
acquaintance.  I  bad  to  put  up  ai>out  ten  times 
as  much  xs  I  got  for  the  eggs.  One  good 
chicken  is  worth  more  than  they  pay  for  the 
whole  sitting  of  eggs.        T.  E.  Shekman. 

Banner  Poultry  Yards,  Franklinville,  X.  Y. 

From  Geo.  H.  Northup. 

Selling  eggs  for  hatching  is,  in  my  opinion, 
an  excellent  way  of  distributing  fine  stock  — 
e>f)ecially  to  those  who  are  either  unable  or 
disinclined  to  invest  a  sufficient  amount  of 
money  to  buy  superior  birds.  It  is,  of  course, 
subject  to  disappointment  to  seller  as  well  as 
buyer.  However,  I  Lave  verv-  few  complaints 
of  any  kind,  considering  the  large  amount  of 
business  1  do.  I  believe  that  most  of  it  is 
caused  by  inexperience  of  the  buyer,  and 
unfaithfulness  of  hens  under  which  the  eggs 
were  set.  But  it  has  been  my  experience  in 
sending  out  eggs  tbafa  very  large  majority  of 
those  who  buy  find  it  a  v  ery  satisfactory  and 
economical  way  of  getting  new  stock. 

Y'ou  also  ask  w  hat  I  think  the  best  method 
for  treating  conjplaints,  not  being  able  to  tell 
the  honest  from  the  dishonest.  It  is  a  <iues- 
tion  over  which  I  have  been  puzzled  for 
several  years.  At  first  I  duplicated  every 
order  free  where  dissatisfaction  was  reporteil ; 
but  I  soon  found  that  this  caused  me  to  be 
imposed  upon,  and  that  it  would  speedily 
drive  me  to  bankruptcy.  And  I  finally 
adopted  the  plan  which  I  have  followed  for 


the  p.Hst  five  years,  viz. :  To  duplicate  all 
orders  at  b.ilf-price  in  case  less  than  oni>-half 
hatch.  This  has  proved  gi-nerally  satisfac- 
tory, and  is,  I  think,  subject  to  less  objections 
than  any  plan  I  know  of,  for  nearly  every 
bi>ncst  buyer  is  willing  to  take  half  the  risk. 

Yes.  It  pays  the  brt-eder  better  to  raise 
and  sell  breeding  stock  than  to  sell  eggs  for 
hatching.  }<o  breerlei'  can  atVord  to  sell  eggs 
unless  he  can  produce  more  than  he  can  hatch 
and  ri-ar  successfully,  for  if  he  wen-  sure  that 
from  every  sitting  of  eggs  he  sells  he  could 
raise  six  chicks  that  would  be  wortJi  five  dol- 
lars each  at  maturity,  he  could  not  alVord  to 
sell  the  eggs  for  thrve  dollars,  or  even  five  dol- 
lars, and  this  is  by  no  means  an  extreme  esti- 
mate. From  a  sitting  of  eggs  which  I  sold 
for  three  dollars  seven  fine  chicks  w  en'  raised  ; 
a  coi'kerel  from  the  lot  was  sold  for  fifty  dol- 
lars, a  pullet  for  fifteen  dollars,  and  uot  one 
of  the  remaining  rive  for  less  than  rive  dollars. 
I?ut  the  number  of  chicks  that  can  be  success- 
fully raised  together  to  maturity  is  limited, 
and  to  attempt  to  increase  the  number  beyond 
one's  capacity  is  to  decrcnse  the  value  of  the 
matured  chicks.  Therefore,  with  a  sulficient 
numlier  of  breeding  stock  and  accommoda- 
tions for  same,  an  ej^  trade,  for  hatching, 
may  l>e  made  profitable  in  connection  with 
rearing  chicks  for  breeding  nurposes.  By 
selling  eggs  for  hatching  the  breeder  has  a 
continual  cash  income  the  year  around,  other- 
wise there  would  be  a  slack  time  from  about 
the  time  the  hatching  season  begins  till  chicks 
are  ready  for  sale  in  the  fall. 

(;k«).  II.  XoRTlll  r. 

Mettowee  Valley  Poultry  Farm, 

Raceville,  N.  Y. 


Froiu  E.  K.  Mtircaii. 

You  ask  w  hat  I  think  about  selling  eggs  for 
batching.  I  think  it  a  first-rate  plan.  Many 
people  become  interested  in  thoroughbred 
birds  through  the  purchase  of  a  sitting  of 
eggs,  who  would  never  invest  the  amount 
necessary  to  purchase  a  pair  or  trio  which 
would  suit  them.  These  purchasers  will  w  ant 
stock  to  mate  up  with  their  own  later,  anil  the 
price  of  a  cockerel  or  trio  will  not  look  so  liig 
after  they  have  started  in  the  business.  Some 
of  my  best  customers  for  stock  have  begun 
their  dealings  with  me  through  orders  for 
eggs. 

If  a  breeder  wishes  to  do  a  satisfactory  egg 
business,  however,  be  must  ship  eggs  which 
are  up  to  the  average  quality  of  those  used  by 
himself  in  breeding.  To  reserve  his  best,  and 
sell  a  lower  grade  of  eggs,  on  the  reputation 
made  by  the  stock  which  lays  his  best  eggs, 
is  not  only  dishonest  but  suicidal  so  far  as  the 
egg  trade  goes. 

There  is,  of  course,  more  money  and  a 
greater  amount  of  satisfaction  for  the  breeder 
in  hatching  his  own  eggs,  throwing  out  bis 
own  culls,  and  putting  on  the  market  only 
such  birds  as  will  prove  walking  advertise- 
ments for  his  yards;  but  I  think  that  buyers 
as  a  nile  recognize  the  fact  that  some  culls  are 
liable  to  develop  even  from  the  most  careful 
mating,  and  are  satisfied  if  part  of  the  birds 
hat<:hed  show  gilt  edged  lines. 

As  to  the  average  complaints  of  buyers  and 
the  best  method  of  treating  these  complaints, 
would  say  that  I  have  little  trouble  in  this 
direction.  There  are  occasional  complaints, 
to  be  sure,  but  my  experience  leads  me  to 
believe  that  buyers  arc,  as  a  rule,  honest  iu 
their  dealings,  and  that  their  claims  are 
entitled  to  consideration.  There  are  some 
buyers  who  blame  the  breeder  of  whom  they 
obtain  their  eggs  if,  after  being  sulijecled  to 
all  kinds  of  handling  and  extremes  of  temper- 
ature in  shipment,  the  eggs  do  not  hatch  under 
a  hen  which  may  give  them  good  attention— 
and  may  not.  There  are  others  whose  com- 
plaints are  undoubtedly  ju.st,  although  they 
need  not  be  considered  as  reflecting  on  the 
party  of  whom  their  purchase  was  made. 

In  my  opinion,  breeders  are  justified  in 
adopting  and,  in  fact,  should  all  adopt,  the 
rule  in  force  in  other  lines  of  business,  w  hich 
stipulates  that  goods  delivered  in  good  or<ler 
to  the  transportation  companies,  shall  be  there- 
after considered  as  at  the  purchaser's  risk,  and 
not  subject  to  claim  as  against  the  shipper. 
Eggs  which  arrive  at  their  destination  in  such 
condition  as  to  make  a  fair  hatch  impossible, 
should  not  be  replaced  by  the  shipper  if 
properly  packed  and  fertile  when  shipped. 
The  eggs  are  certainly  worth  to  the  breeder 


for  hatching  at  home,  the  price  realized  from 
them,  and  Uiere  is  no  reason  why  he  should 
give  bis  customers  the  best  he  has  in  the  shell, 
and  then  share  the  risks  of  transport;ition 
without  financial  interest  in  the  profits  of  the 
hatch,  if  good. 

There  are  as  many  high  scoring  birds  sentout 
in  the  shell  from  the  yards  of  conscientious 
breeders,  as  there  are  in  coops;  and  the 
breeder  has  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract 
when  his  best  eggs  as  they  run,  arc  packed 
and  delivered  to  the  transportation  company. 

The  question  of  fertility  is  dill'erent.  Eggs 
w  hich  proveinfcrtilc  to  any  greatextentshould 
be  replaced  free  of  charge.  I  have  never 
received  a  complaint  on  this  score  until  this 
year,  when  one  of  my  pens  early  in  the  season 
proved  infertile.  To  avoid  further  cause  for 
complaint  I  have  adopted  the  plan  of  rilling  an 
incubator  w  ith  eggs  from  all  my  dill'erent  pens 
—  for  testing  purposes,  —  continuing  the  test 
in  the  case  of  any  pen  w  hich  shows  a  lack  of 
fertility  until  it  is  proved  to  be  all  rigut. 
Complaints  of  infertility  as  regards  eggs 
shipped  from  pens  which  have  not  been  tested 
by  the  breeder  should,  therefore,  receive 
prompt  recognition  ;  but  claims  concerning  the 
fertility  of  eggs  from  pens  tested  ami  known  to 
the  breeder  to  be  fertile,  should  not  be 
entertained,  as  a  rule. 

What  do  I  consider  a  fair  hatch ^  Si.\  to 
eight  chicks;  a  first  rate  hatch,  ten  chicks;  a 
phenomenal  hatch,  thirteen  chicks.  This 
applies,  of  course,  to  shipped  eggs  —  and  the 
distance  they  go,  and  the  season  of  the  year, 
both  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Pike  Station,  X.  H.  E.  E.  MoitGAN. 


Front  F.  E.  Colby. 

Eggs  sold  for  hatching  this  season  have 
fully  convinced  me  that  it  is  not  a  satisfactory 
business,  taking  into  consideration  all  its  dif- 
ferent phases. 

Ten  per  cent  of  the  buyers  complain  of  poor 
hatches,  and  the  larger  number  of  complaints 
come  from  a  distance  where  eggs  are  shipped 
by  express.  I  immediately  duplicate  free,  at 
my  expre.«s  office,  on  receipt  of  complaints, 
either  in  fullor  in  part,  according  to  the  hatch. 
Thus,  if  fen  chicks  from  three  sittings,  I  send 
two  sittings  to  duplicate  the  unhatched  eggs. 
As  I  am  unable  to  distinguish  the  honest  from 
the  dishonest,  I  use  all  as  if  they  were  honest. 
I  would  prefer  to  give  a  rogue  a  sitting  of 
eggs  rather  than  cheat  an  honest  man  out  of  his 
just  dues. 

Seven  chicks  from  thirteen  eggs  I  consider  a 
fair  hatch. 

To  raise  and  sell  breeding  stock,  I  believe  is 
more  satisfactory  all  around,  than  selling  eggs. 
Bow  Mills,  N.  H.  F.  E.  Colby. 


From  J.  W.  Shaw. 

I  do  not  like  the  egg  trade.  I  much  prefer 
to  sell  birds.  The  way  1  do  with  egg  custom- 
ers who  have  poor  success  (which  is  generally 
the  case  the  first  orders  sent  out)  I  offer  to 
duplicate  at  half-price.  I  call  fifty  per  cent  a 
fair  hatch.  J.  W.  Shaw. 

Brockton,  Mass. 


From  R.  G.  ButHiitoii, 

Selling  eggs  for  hatching  is  a  matter  I  have 
bad  under  consideration,  and  it  may  be  the 
last  season  for  my  doing  so.  My  reason  is 
that  breeding  stock  is  reduced  fifty  per  cent 
in  price  when  the  season  is  over;  some  die; 
the  cost  of  feed;  extra  advertising;  shipping 
boxes;  time  spent  in  packing,  etc.  My  plan 
has  always  been  to  duplicate  free  of  charge  if 
the  buyer  was  not  satisfied.  This  adds  to  the 
above  expense.  The  average  of  complaints 
may  be  eight  per  cent.  I  consider  fifty  per 
cent  a  fair  hatch.  It  would  pay  better  to  sell 
stock,  for  the  reasons  as  I  have  mentioned. 

R.  G.  Bui'KiXTox. 

Maplew  ood  Farm,  Fall  River,  Mass. 


Mistakes  in  Shipping. 

'■  Wliat  arc  llic  avcriigo  mistakes  farmers  and  l)epin- 
ncrs  iiiakein  tlicir  sliipiiients  of  poultry  and  eggs  to 
your  market?  What  advice  would  you  suggest  to 
such?" 

By  Philip  Quiglcy,  Philadelphia. 

In  shipping  eggs  to  market  tiny  should  be 
packed  in  good  strong  crates,  having  dry 
fillers.  If  eggs  are  packed  in  damp  receptacles 
they  soon  become  musty,  and,  consequently, 
do  not  bring  satisfactory  prices. 

Live  poultry  should  be  shipped  in  well  ven- 
tilated coops,  and  care  should  be  taken  to  pre- 


iConsumption's 
5         Cruel  Record.! 

I  IVIore  than  two-fiftlis  of 5 
sail  deaths  in  this  country 5 
I  are  caused  by  consump-J 
5  tion  and  pneumonia.  Thisj 
\  diagram  tells  the  story  :  5 


«  Pncumonin  and 
k  Consumption  . . .  . 
5  Dlarrhealdiscase 
5  Briglit's  (IKease.i 
*  Heart  disease. . . 

»  Olptheria  

5  Apoplexy  

C  Cancer  


1 

\  By  the  timely  use  ofj 
!Dr.  Acker's  English  Rem-^ 
ledy,  consumption  andj 
1  pneumonia  are  quickly^ 
1  and  absolutely  c  u  r  e  d .  J 
iTake  it  at  the  first 
i  of  sore  throat  and  lungs  ^ 

3Slzes;  25c.,50c.,  $1.  AU  Druggists.  } 

[  AcKKK  ilKDieiNE  Co.  lG-18  Chambers.  St.  N.Y.J 


Sign? 


POULTRY 


FOOD. 


SOMETHING  NKW  I 

Gaoneo  meat  For  Poultry. 

Tliis  food  is  uiee  frtsli  meal,  carefully  cooked, 
erouini  line,  seasoned  and  Iiernietically  sealed.  Will 
kee])  an  unlimited  time  until  opened.  Conveniently 
put  up  in  S-Ib.  cans.  Especially  adapted  for  cliickens 
and  nioiillin^'  fowl. 

licin^'  ^rround  line,  it  can  be  rcadily'mixed  witli  tlie 
soft  food  and  ftd  so  jis  to  ffive  each  fowl  an  equal 
share.   I'ricc  ;Hic.  per  can  ;  S3  per  dozen.  Address, 

HOLLIS  1>KKSSED  MKAT  &  WOOL  CO., 
20  North  St..  Boston,  Mass, 

m 

I 


jPOULTRY 
I  SUPPLIESi 

I 

i 


OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION 

Bone  C  utters,  Incubators, 
Crushed  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits, 
Ground  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Scraps,  Bone, 
Drinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Pans, 
i'uultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder,  etc. 


Cut  Clover  Hay  ! 

Ready  for  use,  H 

At  $2  per  100  pound  Sack.  || 

I 


0  I>;ii  f;e  illustrateii  Catalogue  free. 

1  HARVEY  S££D  CO. 

Ellicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  || 


&19  Ellic 


GAMK  BANTAMS, 

liLACK  KEDS, 

BROWN  REDS, 

DUCK  WINGS, 
PYLES  AN1>  BIRCHENS. 
llni'xcelled  In  slvlo.  reach,  color  and  lutrdness  <>t 
feather.  Cochin  liiiiilanis— Whiles,  Buffs,  anil  Blacks 
of  the  true  Cochin  type.  Also  Boston  Terrier  Doga 
of  hiuest  blood.  Slaiiin  for  cirrular. 

PEIRCE  BROS., 
 L.  Box  H..  Winchester,  N.  H. 

Complete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receiptof  §2.50.  p. 
Capon  Book  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  I*oultr>*  Marker 
i5c  Eoup  Syringe,  lOc 


Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
■iic.  Remit  by  Money- 
Crderor  retrister'd  letter. 
G.  P.  PILI.rXG  *  SOX, 
1 15  S.  lltli  St.,  rhil£,.  Pa. 


TOOLS 


ONE  YEAR  for  10  CENTS. 

We  will  send  our  IC-pafc'c.  4S-col.  nionlhlv  pa)irr  de- 
voted to  Stories,  Home  Deeoi  ations.  F.ishi.uis.  I  louse- 
hold,  Orcharil.  Garden.  Floriculture,  Farm,  I'oullrv, 
etc..  one  ve;ir  for  lOc,  if  vou  senil  names  and  addresses 
of  six  lad'v  friends.  Or  we  will  send  Complete  Poul- 
try Book,  224  pages.  92  illustrations,  jTi  different  suh- 
iects.  and  paper  one  veal",  all  for  25  rents.  Woman's 
Farm  .lourual.  :!713  Evans  Ave.,  .St.  T.ouis,  Mo. 


1883-1896. 


Do  You  Know? 

Blood  Tells:  Send  for  circular  of  ni.itlncs  for  thi? 
.season.  Barred  .hiuI  While  rivnioulh  Hooks,  Bulf 
Cochins  and  I.lghl  Hrahnias.  Kirijs.  p<  r  l-i:  S."!  per 
30.  1>.  T.  HKIMI.ICH. 

Jacksonville.  III. 
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Kar]v[=  Poultry 


June  1 


vent  overcrowding;  otherwise,  some  of  the 
birds  will  be  trampled  to  death,  which  would 
be  a  loss  to  tbe  shipper. 

TVe  charge  live  per  ceut  commissiou  for 
haudliug  poultry  and  eggs,  thus: 
100  lbs.  live  broilers,  at  27  cents,  §27.00 
Less  expressage,  say  $2.00 
"    commissiou,       1.35  3.35 


Leaving  the  net  proceeds,  $23.65 

Select  uothiug  but  well  fattened  stock.  Full 
craws  are  undoubtedly  a  great  injury  to  poul- 
try, aud  often  taint  the  whole  fowl,  giving  it  a 
sour,  bad  flavor;  besides,  if  it  is  kept  from 
feed  twenty-four  hours  before  killing,  the  food 
becomes  fully  digested,  and  having  passed  otf, 
leaves  the  entrails  comparatively  clean. 

The  best  mode  of  killing  fowls  is  to  stick 
them  in  tbe  mouth,  being  careful  that  they 
bleed  freely,  aud  that  the  blood  does  not  col- 
lect around  the  head,  causing  that  part  to 
spoil  much  quicker  than  it  otherwise  would. 
Pick  the  feathers  while  the  fowl  is  bleeding, 
and  be  careful  not  to  bruise  or  tear  the  flesh. 

Poultry  should  be  dry  picked,  not  scalded. 
They  should  then  be  hung  up  by  the  legs,  or 
spread  upon  shelves  in  a  dry  place ;  but  not  in  a 
draught  where  they  will  become  "wind-dried." 
They  should  not  be  packed  until  the  animal 
heat  has  bad  time  to  escape.  Care  should  be 
taken  not  to  allow  them  to  freeze  before  being 
packed,  and  it  i.s  much  better  to  reach  market 
free  from  frost.  The  head  and  feet  should  be 
left  on;  they  should  be  well  cleaned,  but  the 
skin  of  the  latter  should  not  be  removed.  The 
intestines  should  not  be  removed. 

Barrels  or  boxes  can  be  used  for  packing  all 
kinds  of  poultry.  Pack  as  compact  as  possible, 
always  lining  the  barrel  or  box  with  clean 
paper,  and  see  that  the  package  is  so  well 
filled  that  when  the  cover  is  on  the  contents 
will  not  be  shuffled  about  in  handling.  Never 
use  straw  iu  packing  poultry ;  for,  besides 
creasing  their  bodies,  there  is  always  more  or 
less  chaff,  which  detracts  from  the  appearance 
of  the  fowls. 

Poultry  prepared  and  shipped  according  to 
the  above  direction,  will  always  meet  with 
ready  sale;  while  half-fattened,  badly  dressed, 
and  slovenly  handled  stock,  will  always  be  a 
drag  on  the  market.  Philip  Quigley, 
Commission  Merchant. 

303  South  Front  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


By  Palmer  &  Frost,  New  York. 

Shiijpers  who  don't  understand  packing 
and  dressing  poultry  make  so  many  mistakes 
that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  enumerate 
tbem ;  consequently  we  here  give  full  instruc- 
tions as  to  dressing,  packing  and  shipping. 

Mark  plainly  and  neatly  on  the  head  or 
cover  of  every  package,  its  contents,  gross 
weight  and  tare;  or  the  number  of  dozens, 
pairs,  or  pieces  contained.  Also,  the  name, 
initials,  or  shipping  mark  of  the  shipper,  and 
the  address  of  the  firm  to  which  the  package 
is  sent. 

Always  get  receipts  from  the  express  or 
transportation  companies,  and  send  immedi- 
ately full  advices,  with  correct  invoice  of  ship- 
ment, by  mail.  When  poultry  is  forwarded  by 
express,  put  a  letter  of  advice  in  one  of  the 
packages,  and  mark  plainly  on  the  outside, 
"  bill,"  advising  by  mail,  also.  Nothing  is  so 
vexatious  to  a  commission  house  as  the  receipt 
of  consignments  not  properly  marked  and 
advised. 

Every  shipper  who  designs  to  make  a  busi- 
ness of  forwarding  good  articles,  should  have 
a  brand  or  mark  of  his  own.  Thus  he  may 
establish  a  reputation  for  his  goods. 

Use  only  very  tieat  packages,  as  light  as  is 
consistent  with  carrying  the  contents  perfectly. 
In  a  lot  of  goods,  have  all  the  packages  of 
uniform  size,  shape  and  style. 

The  great  eud  to  aim  at  is  to  have  the  poul- 
try reach  market  iu  perfect  order — firm, 
bright  and  sound  —  and  that  it  may  present  as 
handsome  appearance  as  possible.  There 
is  almost  always  a  good  deal  of  stock  offering 
which  is  of  inferior  quality  and  unattractive 
appearance,  the  value  of  which  would  have 
been  increased  materially  by  more  care  and 
attention  to  details  in  preparing  for  shipment. 
Shippers  who  are  able  to  get  their  goods  to 
market  in  uniformly  fine  order,  and  whose 
study  of  all  the  details  of  killing,  dressing  and 
packing  result  in  uniformly  fine  quality,  soon 
acquire  a  reputation  for  their  goods  among 
buyers,  which  is  of  great  value  to  them. 


An  ordinance  in  force  in  this  city  (New 
York)  prohibits  the  sale  of  all  turkeys  and 
chickens  the  crops  of  which  are  not  free  from 
food.  This  law  makes  it  imperative  that 
poultry  should  be  kept  from  solid  food  long 
enough  before  killing  to  insure  the  crops  being 
entirely  empty.  It  is  best  to  keep  from  food 
twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  before  killing; 
but  during  this  time  the  poultry  should  have 
plenty  of  water.  In  case  any  fpwl  should  be 
found  to  have  food  in  the  crop  after  killing,  it 
should  be  removed  Ijy  making  a  short  clean- 
cut  incision  in  the  crop,  and  turning  the  crop 
inside  out,  replacing  it  after  the  food  is 
removed.  Never  try  to  force  the  food  out 
through  the  mouth,  as  this  is  lialjle  to  cause 
discoloration. 

There  are  two  methods  of  dressing  —  dry 
picking  and  scalding.  As  a  general  rule,  the 
chickens,  fowls  and  turkeys  which  command 
the  highest  prices,  are  dry  picked;  but  by  no 
means  do  all  dry  picked  lots  sell  higher  than 
scalded.  Lean  poultry  always  looks  much 
thinner  when  dry  picked  than  when  scalded 
aud  plumped,  and  thin  poultry  commands 
more  when  scalded  than  when  dry  picked. 
For  this  reason  chickens  and  turkeys  should 
be  dry  picked  only  when  very  fat,  and  of  fine 
quality. 

Ducks  and  geese  should  always  be  scalded. 

The  method  of  packing  poultry  for  shipment 
depends  upon  the  weather,  and  the  purpose 
of  the  shipper.  Stock  intended  for  the  freezer 
to  hold  for  future  use,  is  always  packed  dry. 
That  intended  for  immediate  shipment  aud  use 
maybe  packed  dry  or  in  ice;  but  should  be 
packed  dry  only  after  settled  cold  weather. 

No  poultry  should  be  killed  for  market 
which  is  not  of  reasonably  good  size  and  in 
good  condition.  Small,  thin,  franiey  turkeys, 
such  as  are  often  received  here  very  early  in 
the  season,  are  always  a  drag  in  the  market, 
and  are  unprofitable.  None  should  be  dressed, 
even  in  September,  which  weigh  less  than 
seven  pounds  each,  and  later  eight  pounds 
should  be  the  bottom  limit.  Spring  chickens 
should  never  be  killed  before  they  attain  a 
weight  of  at  least  one  pound  each,  and  this 
size  is  profitably  salable  only  very  early  iu  the 
season ;  as  soon  as  supplies  become  at  all 
liberal,  one  and  a  half  pounds  each  should  be 
the  bottom  limit  of  weight.  Spring  ducks 
should  be  kept  back  until  almost  full  grown. 
"We  receive  full  grown  spi-iug  ducks  from 
Long  Island  aud  the  east  very  early  in  the 
season,  and  these  bring  high  prices.  Western 
packers,  seeing  the  high  quotations  for  these, 
often  send  in  a  lot  of  very  small  young  ducks 
—  about  the  weight  of  broiling  chickens. 
Such  are  unsalable  at  any  reasonable  price. 
Spring  ducks  are  never  used  to  broil,  —  always 
to  roast,  —  and  there  is  no  call  whatever  for 
stock  weighing  less  than  three  or  four  pounds 
each. 

There  is  scarcely  any  other  article  which 
requires  so  much  care  in  handling  in  order  to 
produce  the  best  results,  or  in  which  such  care 
is  more  certain  to  be  appreciated  by  buyers, 
as  eggs.  Those  shippers  who  are  successful 
in  sending  stock  of  uniformly  choice  quality, 
soon  acquire  a  reputation  for  their  brands 
that  insures  prompt  sale  at  all  times,  and  com- 
paratively full  prices. 

Shipments  of  fresh  collections  should  be 
made  frequently,  even  if  comparatively  small 
lots  are  sent  each  time  —  especially  in  hot 
weather.  ,  Stock  should  be  candled  before 
packing,  and  all  bad,  heated, dirty  and  cracked 
eggs  thrown  out ;  the  perfect  stock  only  should 
be  packed  for  first  quality ;  but  the  dirty  and 
cracked  eggs,  if  sound  aud  good,  may  be 
packed  and  shipped  separately. 

Either  barrels  or  cases  may  be  used ;  the 
latter  have  come  into  very  general  use  of  late 
years,  and  are  now  generally  preferred  by 
most  of  the  trade.  When  barrels  are  used, 
they  should  be  strong  and  stiff',  and  of  uniform 
kind.  Returnable  cases  are  entirely  out  of 
date;  all  cases  should  go  with  the  eggs,  and 
the  regular  number  two  egg  case  is  sufficient 
for  all  purposes. 

In  packing  barrels  for  current  shipment,  use 
only  fine,  kiln  dried,  cut  straw.  Never  use 
oat  or  buckwheat  chaff',  and  never  use  new 
oats  or  straw,  as  they  sv\feat  and  rot  the  eggs 
in  a  short  time.  Place  first  a  layer  of  cut 
straw,  about  three  inches  deep,  evenly  over 
the  bottom  of  the  barrel,  then  a  layer  of  eggs, 
laid  upon  the  sides,  evenly  embedded  in  the 
packing,  with  the  ciuls  towards  the  barrel, 
about  one  inch  from  staves.    Cover  the  layer 


with  three-quarters  or  one  inch  of  packing, 
rubbing  it  well  in  between  the  eggs  with  the 
hand.  Cover  the  last  layer  with  about  three 
inches  of  packing,  filling  so  high  that  the  head 
must  be  pressed  in  by  a  lever  or  other  mechan- 
ical power;  thus  holding  the  contents  so  firmly 
that  they  cannot  shift  or  loosen  iu  the  barrel. 
In  winter,  to  guard  against  frost,  use  more 
packing,  leaving  the  eggs  further  from  the 
sides  of  package.  One  of  the  chief  causes  of 
failure  in  packing  eggs  is  using  too  little  pack- 
ing at  the  top,  bottom,  and  sides  of  barrel. 
Do  not  crowd  too  many  into  the  package,  and 
never  let  the  eggs  touch  each  other  in  the 
layers.  For  an  ordinary  flour  barrel,  seventy 
dozen  are  quite  snfficient.  Put  about  four 
and  one-half  dozen  in  the  first  layer,  and 
iucrease  one-half  dozen  to  the  layer  up  to  six 
and  one-half  dozen  in  the  two  middle  layers, 
then  decrease  at  the  same  rate.'  It  is  well  to 
shake  the  barrel  gently  after  each  layer  is  \mt 
in,  first  placing  a  light  follower  upon  the  layer. 
The  count  should  be  carefully  made,  and 
honestly  marked  on  the  barrels. 

In  shipping  in  cases,  to  insure  perfect  con- 
dition under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  pack  the  cases  so  that  the  contents 
cannot  shift,  no  matter  what  position  the 
packages  are  placed  in.  About  one  inch  of 
fine  cut,  dry  straw  should  first  be  placed  in 
the  bottom  of  the  case,  and  covered  with  a 
stiff  paper  or  card  board;  then  put  iu  fillers 
and  eggs.  It  is  best  to  arrange  the  depth  of 
packing  at  the  bottom  so  that  when  the  case 
is  filled  there  shall  be  a  slight  space  between 
the  top  filler  and  the  cover;  then  put  a  stiff" 
paper  or  card  board  over  the  top  filler,  and 
over  this  as  much  fine  cut  dry  straw  or  excel- 
sior as  can  be  put  in  without  requiring  too 
much  pressure  to  fasten  tlie  cover  on.  This 
insures  a  solid  package,  the  straw  acting  as  a 
cushion  against  which  there  is  little  danger  of 
breakage.  The  card-board  between  the  fillers 
and  the  straw  is  important,  as  without  it  the 
eggs  would  work  down  through  the  packing 
in  the  bottom,  aud  the  packing  would  work 
down  through  the  eggs  on  the  top,  leaving  the 
contents  loose.  Never  use  damp,  musty  or 
worn  fillers.  Palmek  &  Frost, 

Commission  Merchants. 

293  Washington  St.,  New  York  City. 


TRADE  MARK. 


Broilers. 

With  the  opening  of  the  broiler  season  a  few 
reminders  as  to  the  best  mode?  of  fattening 
and  dressing  may  not  come  amiss.  Broilers 
should  never  be  killed  until  they  attain  a 
weight  of  at  least  one  pound  each.  The 
Baltimore  Sun  claims  that  size  is  profitably 
salable  only  very  early  in  the  season;  as  soon 
as  supplies  become  at  all  liberal,  one  aud  a-half 
to  two  pounds  should  be  tbe  weight  aimed  at. 
Four  pounds  per  pair  is  the  highest  desirable 
weight  for  broilers. 

Fattening  broilers  is  by  no  means  an  easy 
task,  as  the  tendency  at  their  age  is  towards 
growth  rather  than  flesh,  and  an  attempt  at 
forcing  is  apt  to  result  in  disease  of  some  kind. 
A  chicken  should  be  two  months  old  before 
any  effort  at  fattening  is  made.  Two  weeks 
must  be  allowed  for  the  process.  The  doomed 
birds  must  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
flock  and  shut  up  where  they  cannot  see  the 
other  birds.  They  must  be  fed  and  watered 
systematically.  Feed  three  times  a  day,  and 
scatter  a  little  millet  seed  on  the  ground 
between  meals.  Feed  chiefly  corn,  because  it 
is  rich  in  fat  producing  elements,  but  give 
something  else  also  for  the  sake  of  a  variety. 

Fowls  intended  for  market  may  be  either 
scalded  or  dry  picked,  but  not  so  with 
broilers.  For  these  dry  picking  is  the  only 
method  allowable.  Of  course  it  is  the  most 
expensive,  but  if  it  pays  to  raise  broilers  at  ail 
it  pays  to  dress  them  properly.  A  chick  only 
a  few  weeks  old  is  a  \  ery  tender  bird,  aud  if 
scalded  it  will  be  found  impossible  to  pick  it 
without  occasionally  rubbing  a  little  of  the 
skin  off".  These  spots  will  darken  and  give 
the  broiler  a  stale  look.  The  scalding  will  also 
increase  the  tendency  to  decay.  With  dry 
picking  not  only  will  the  bird  keep  much 
longer,  but  the  natural  firmness  of  the  flesh 
prevents  all  fear  of  skinning.  The  method  of 
dressing  frequently  has  as  much  to  do  with 
the  price  as  the  quality.  The  best  prices  for 
broilers  are  realized  between  April  15  and 
May  15.  The  season  di'ags  on  until  July;  but 
the  appearance  of  the  roasters  lessens  the 
demand  and  reduces  the  price. 


Owin^  to  tbe  great  popiilari^^of  this  product  and 
the   iiiti'iMluction   of    impro^W  iiincl.iinciy,  we  are 


pk'^i-cil  111  ^t.Ui-  wo  h.ivc  lii  i  ii  clmlpUcl  t"  annnviin'O 
tlic  f-ih.uinj- r.-.lih-ti.iii  ..f  pi  ir,-^:  r.iiL'  Milli.-iflit  to 
IH'sl     Iini-,  i'lc;  fi.r  In  nc-ls,  ."iCl-.;   I.t       lii-ls,  SI. 

Esi>L-L-ially  iirepui-L'd  Un-   I'iL'i         Icifls  :m.l  aviaries, 

one-half  bushel  bai^.Sl.   Kntbtrsed  \<\  Icadintr  fanciers. 
Address,        GWYER  &  COtmYEI,!., 

Cornwall-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 


Instantly  and  positively  prevents  flies,  gnats  and 
Insects  of  every  description  from  annoying  horses 
and  cattle.  It  improves  the  appearance  of  the  coat, 
dispensing  ■with  ny-nets.  Applied  to  cows  it  will 
give  them  perfect  rest,  thereby  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  milk.  It  is  also  a  positive  insecticide  for 
Plants.  We  guarantee  it  pure,  harmless  and  effec- 
tive. Recommended  by  tliousands  using  it.  One 
gallon  lasts  four  head  an  entire  season.  Price,  in- 
cluding brush,  quart  cans,  81.00:  half-gallon,  SI. 75, 
and  one  gallon,  S2.50.  Beware  of  imitations.  Made 
only  by  The  Crescent  Manafactnriiig;  Co., 
S109  Indiana  Avenue,  Philadelpliia. 


BLACK 


LANeSHANS. 


Tin;  i;r.,iU 
AnjiTii-;,--  -r, 
Y.,  1S!»..  M. 
Mb  I'lilli  l-;  -'I 
yards.  The  ;r 
(■|||.,  value  St 
Choice  s-tcick  for,~al 


'  loid  (\(  1  made  on  the  breed  at 
I  -linw,  M;uli>Mii  Square  Garden,  N 
:  and  Jii.l  ci'i  keiels;  1st, 3rd  and 
d  '.rdiuns;  Nl.lMi  and  5th  breeding 
special  fcr  liesi  exhiliil,  bolidSilver 
for  the  third  time  in  succession. 
Finely  illustrated  circular  free. 


Eggs  So  per  13;  S'J  per  26;  S12  per  39. 
Dr.  F.  M.  KOBINSON,  Vox  13,  Pawling,  N.  Y 

St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  Feb'v  25,  '06. 
Dr.  F.  M.  Robinson  —Dear  Sir :—  I  write  to  thank  you 
for  straightforward  aud  honest  dealings  with  Die.  The 
pullet  I  purchased  from  yoti  in  1S94  won  1st  prize  at 
the  Ontario  show,  scoring  96.  The  e^'gs  I  purchased 
from  vou  last  spring  produced  ver\'  line  sIncN  —  from 
13  chicks  batched  I  bad  4  cockerels  and  ^  piilleis  that 
were  A  1,  winning  at  the  late  Ontario  show  1st  and  2d 
cock'ls,  score  96  aud 95J;  Istand  i!d  pullets,  score  95S 
and  9i3.  These  birds  won  in  very  hot  company.  Tbe 
cockerels  were  pronounced  the  most  stylish  ever 
shown  in  Canada.  Thanking  you  again, 

I  am  yours  truly,  T.  II.  Sf  OTT. 

BUFF  LEEBOBIS! 

FIRST  and  second  at  New  Vork, Washington, 
Troy,  Newburg:  and  Uanbury, 

Twenty-niiR' reguhir  iirizts;  14  ^:old  specials  at  New 
York  *  and  ^Vasllingto^  litis  yt-ar.  S25  Butt"  Leg- 
horn Club  cup  fiu'  best  exhibit  at  AVasliington.  Eggs 
S5  per  13.   No  discount. 

Black  Langshans,  Minorcas, 
and  Blue  Barred  Rocks, 

AS  GOOD  AS  THE  BUFFS. 

Eggs  S2  per  13;  S5  iier  39.  Stock  S2  per  head,  and 
upwards. 

E.  P.  SHEPHERD, 

Lock  Box  2,  Crotou  Falls,  N;  Y. 

Sec'y  aud  Treas.  Buff  Leg.  Club. 

THE  IMPROVED 

MONARCH 


INCUBATOR 


Won  two  first  in  emiums  at  tbe  great  Incubator  con- 
test at  JIadisou  Square  Garden,  February,  1892,  First 
of  $25  in  gold  for  the  largest  and  best  hatch,  aud  1st 
of  S25  in  gold  for  best  machine  in  show. 
More  than  1800  ChicUs,  Ducks  and  Turkeys 
from  One  Machine  in  Seven  Weeks. 

This  machine  has  the  mo>i  jm  feet  Regulator  ever 
invented-  Thousands  in  '-lll  l■e-^lld  operation  in  this 
country,  Canada  aud  in  I'liiroiie.  They  are  giving 
universal  satisfaction  ever>  wliere.  I'i'rst  Premiiini 
at  40  consecutive  shows.  ''^.Caiiy  all  tbe  lar^e  and 
successful  poultry  growers  useAIonarchs.  Some  firms 
are  using  from  eighteen  to  twenty  COO-egg  machines." 
Seud  2  cent  stamp  for  new  illustrated  circular. 

JAMES  RA>T?:iN,  So.  Easton,  Mass. 

.>?ILrEE  .SPAXGT.FD  HASrBFRG  EGGS, 

fn>n]  prize  wliniiiit;  k,  #1  |,er  .sitliii;;.  after  Mav 
20th.    Stock  for  sale  :itler  .liilv  loth.  Write, 

H.  Y.  JIILLER,  Sugar  Grove,  Pa. 


woe 


215 


the  ^*•xe>  to  inlerftn-  in  Ibe  >lii;hle>t  ih-iji-w 
with  the  welfare  of  the  pn^D'ny. 


Turkey  K\i>t>rieinTs.  I. 
Wrtttfo  for  FARM-r 

1  think  I  never  eiitere»l  ihkhi  :i  season  of 
•.iirkey  tvarincwith  sin  ha  f^'linstof  una]loye<l 
>-i:i-iai  tk>u  auil  with  -^^  drm  an  assurance  of 
r<;ili^-ins:  my  ••great  extieetations"  -as  ik^s- 
>ess«\l  me  ktst  sprii^. 

>ty  sto»-k  was  more  nearly  aoi-onling  to  my 
iJeal  than  that  of  any  previous  year,  oonsist- 
iiu;  as  it  did  of  aflk  o  year  old  thotv)ii^hl<ret) 
Bron/e  torn  —  Korlerick  I>hu  —  handsome, 
visxirou?  and  valonms.  the  ehunipiou  of  the 
ufi'-'bliorbiHHl :  and  four  hens,  two  of  whirb. 
La.ly  Ko-^i  and  Lady  Addie.  were  of  royal 
liu«-aire.  haviiu:  in  their  veiusthe  l-luest  Hrimze 
Mvx»)  of  the  >-elei«rateiI  W.Hxllawn  IVultry 
Kanu.  The  remaining  bens  were  of  the  same 
href'l.  but  werv  plebeian  in  origin,  henee 
uuu.imed. 

Tbere  w  as  not  a  trai-eof  relation>hip  N'tween 
s  to  inlerftn- 
welRr«'  of  tbi 
The  two  royal  bdieseame  to  the  farm  in  the 
tite  fall,  lud  wen^  therefore  wholly  unar- 
qiiainted  with  the  ninways  of  my  former 
fl<«  k  whose  kngtby  peregrinations  were  the 
I'ane  of  my  existence  the  previous  summer. 

In  my  nii-ely  foniuil:ite<l  plan  the  home 
grown  anil  waywi-j^  pk't-eians  were  to  lie  dis- 
pose^l  of  after  bringing  out  a  liroixl,  and  all  of 
the  young  were  to  he  given  in  charge  of  the 
fon'igu  l>rp<I  latlies.  These,  in  my  mind,  were 
to  eonduct  the  fl'H-k  for  a  daily  raml'le  into 
the  grven  p:L»tures  and  through  the  sweet 
meadows  of  our  own  fanii,  and  in  the  after- 
noon return  to  the  safe  shelter  of  home. 

As  I  wish  my  flix  k  to  re:ieh  maturity  for 
the  ThankMTivinsr  market  each  year,  I  do  not 
utilize  other  than  the  6r»t  litter  of  eggs  for 
hatching.  * 

From  the  tiftr-nine  eggs  produceil  last  year 
fifly->ix  vigorous  youn^'  turkeys  were  hatched. 
I'p  to  this  periocl  nothing  had  occurnd  to 
disturli  in  the  slightest  <legree  the  mental 
serenity  and  calm  assurance  with  which  I 
entered  uixm  thesea.«on's  duties. 

At  the  clo>e  of  Lady  Rosa's  incubation  I 
removed  her  from  the  nest  to  the  coQp  pre- 
pared for  her  reception,  next  to  Lady  Addie's 
domicile.  The  floor  was  nicely  •'amled,  and  in 
one  comer  a  cosy  nest  of  soft  hay  was  arranged 
for  the  comfort  of  the  family,  (train  was 
seattered  alxiut,  and  a  ilish  of  water  was 
placeil  w  here  she  could  frurtake  of  it  at  will, 
(.'outniry  to  ail  preeeilent,  she  refused  to 
touch  either  liquid  or  solid  fo<id.  When 
assure<l  that  she  would  not  eat  I  gave  her  the 
little  ones  which  I  had  hitherto  kept  from  her 
lest  she  shouM  inailvertently  step  upon  them 
while  eatini:.  She  gathered  them  under  her 
motherly  wings  and  I  went  away.  When  I 
returned  awhile  afterwanl  1  found  her  in  a 
sort  of  frenzy.  She  bail  killed  two  little  ones, 
and  would  peck  savagely  at  any  one  of  them 
that  ventureil  from  under  her.  I  at  once 
opened  the  door  of  the  coop  and  allowed  her 
to  go  out.  I  plai  eil  a  di>h  of  rallk  ami  some 
other  food  in  the  yard  in  front  of  the<-oop,  of 
which  she  parlo<jk  a.>  though  f;iniishing.  After 
satisfyiiiir  her  inward  cravini;  her  outward 
m.ani  festal  ions  became  normal,  and  fhc  afloc- 
tionately  rcsumiil  the  care  of  her  little  ones. 
I  have  never  l>e.'n  able  to  determine  exactly 
the  cause  of  her  ladyship's  temporary  al)erni- 
tion  of  mind.  I  have  a  lh<  or>-,  however,  that 
her  high-bred  nerves  were  go  wrought  upon 
by  the  thought  >  of  captivity  for  herself  and 
offspring  that  she  chose  a»  an  alternative 
Kuicide  by  star\'ation  and  immediate  death  for 
the  little  ones.  Events  in  lier  later  history 
proveil  that  .'he  differed  from  others  of  her 
kind  that  had  come  under  my  observation. 

At>out  this  time  Sir  Roderick,  in  an  ebulli- 
tion of  paternal  pride,  got  over  into  the  yard, 
and  while  strutting  in  majestic  dignity,  stepped 
on  a  couple  of  youngsters,  crushing  the  life 
out  of  them. 

These  episodes  caused  a  slight  vibration  in 
my  mental  equipoise. 

As  the  weather  was  dry  hu^^t  spring,  I  antic- 
ipateil  no  such  ailment  (a  species  of  canker)  as 
atticked  my  flock  the  previous  season  —  but 
since  "  it  is  the  unexpected  that  happens,'' 
the  disease  appeared.  I  ui-ed  the  treatment  of 
vaseline  and  chlorate  of  potash,  I>iit  somehow 
it  did  not  prove  a.s  efficacious  as  formerly,  and 
several  deaths  ensued. 

Time  parsed  and  the  flock  w4s  allowed  to 
go  out  for  a  daily  ramble.  J-'or  days  I  watched 


the  clouds,  and  if  they  iH-tokeneil  storm  I 
brought  the  wauden-rs  home — but  no  storm 
came,  t  >ue  day  I  w  as  busy  in  the  ganlen,  and 
although  the  sky  was  obscured  by  clouds  of  a 
leaden  hue,  1  had  l«^n  deceiveil  so  many  times 
l.efore  that  I  neglectetl  to  heed  the  warning 
and  go  after  my  flock.  Again  the"nnexpected 
bapjH-netl,"  and  it  l>egan  to  r:>in.  Kor  several 
hours  the  fall  w:is  a  steady  down-pour. 

When  at  last  there  was  a  cessation,  ami 
scan-h  was  made  a  forlorn  spectacle  greeted 
the  eyes  of  the  relief  party.  Half  a  mile  fmm 
home,  huddlevl  together  by  the  side  of  the 
fence,  were  the  dripping,  shivering  birds. 
Six  had  alreaily  perished.  Sever.d  others  had 
just  enough  life  left  to  gasp,  but  were  brought 
annuid  all  right  b\  placing  them  in  a  warm 
bath  on  reaching  home. 

These  latter  incidents  so  disturbeil  my 
e<|uilibrium  as  to  change  my  mental  attitude 
from  calm  assurance  to  vsigue  uuccrtainty. 
From  this  time  on  a  sort  of  a  w  onder-what'll- 
be-the-next-lhing  feeling  possessed  me,  w  hich 
added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  enterprise. 

A  few  weeks  after  my  turkeys  had  taken  up 
their  nightly  quarters  in  the  branches  of  a 
clump  of  willows  nearthe  barn,  we  had  sevend 
north-east  niin  storms  accompanied,  although 
alKUit  the  first  of  .Vugust,  by  a  chill  wind. 
Shortly  after  I  noticeil  some  of  the  binls  mak- 
ing a  jH'culiar  sound,  and,  upon  inspection, 
found  that  there  was  a  watery  discharge  from 
the  nastrils  of  the  atTei-teil  ones.  I  needed  no 
••  .\  ray"  4o  discover  that  the  "  next  thing" 
was  at  hand,  and.  as  a  matter  of  course,  was 
(juite  demonstnitive.  if  not  exactly  enthusias- 
tii-  at  its  appearance.  Grack. 

("•reeii  Bones  as  Poultry  Food. 

I>  irreen  bone  a  profitable  fooil  with  which 
to  feeil  poultry?  This  is  the  question  I  want 
answered.  We  think  it  is,  and  our  reasons 
are  that  hens  fed  on  green  bones  will  lay  a 
larger  per<  i  nt:ii.'e  of  eggs  than  they  would  if 
not  fed  the  bone.  A  larger  number  of  the 
firm's  will  be  fertile;  the  chicks  hatched  will  be 
hardier  than  chicks  hatche.l  from  eggs  laiil  by 
hens  that  were  not  fed  green  I>one,  especially 
if  these  are  winter  eggs  or  your  fowls  are  con- 
fined in  yards.  Why  so?  Because  the  com- 
position of  bone  contains  nearly  all  the  elements 
of  an  egii,  which  is  proof  positive.  Here  is 
lione  analysis  by  Berzeliue: 

Gelatine  and  blood  vessels,  33.30 
Carlionate  of  lime,  11.30 
Phosphate  magnesia,  I.IG 
I'hosphate  of  lime,  61.04 
Floride  calcinms,  2.00 
So.  and  chl.  soilium.  1.20 


feeding,  with  his  yanled  fowls  so  much  the 
nearer  will  he  come  to  realizing  profit  on  his 
investment  and  pleasure  for  his  paius. — Farm 
Xeics. 


Total,  lOO.W 
Drevenstedt  says :  "  An  egg  is  concentrated 
food  w  eighing  one  and  one-half  ozs.,  composed 
of  lime,  soila,  sulphur,  iron,  phosphorus, 
magnesia,  oil,  and  albumen,  which  are  nearly 
all  found  in  the  composition  of  green  bone. 
.<o  if  we  feed  the  hen  it  we  supply  her  with 
the  proper  materials  with  which  to  make  eggs, 
for  the  hen  is  the  mill,  the  crop  is  the  hopper, 
the  egg  the  grist.  Every  particle  of  the  egg, 
volk,  albumen  and  shell,  come  from  the  nssimi- 
lateil  food  through  the  blood  cells.  If  we  feed 
fat  and  heat-forming  foods  there  cannot  follow 
the  largest  egg  production."  Whatever  the 
appetite  of  a  healthy  hen  craves  is  lacking  in 
her  food. 

Fed  two  to  three  times  a  week,  or,  just  a 
very  little  each  day,  it  certainly  is  a  healthful, 
esrg-protlucing,  tissue  forming  food,  insuring 
rapi<l  and  great  growth  of  chicks,  and  taking 
the  place,  in  great  measure,  of  the  bug  and 
insect  meat  fowls  obtain  in  the  natural  stale. 
It  should  not,  understand,  be  forced  upon 
them  too  largely,  as  confined  fowls  need  coarse 
foo<l,  such  as  grass  or  clover  a.s  surely  as  they 
do  grain  and  flesh,  else  looseness  of  bowels, 
torpid  liver,  indigestion,  and  other  evils  must 
ensue. 

Fowls  ninning  at  lai^e  also  need  meat  if 
they  have  but  dry,  grasshopperless,  bugless, 
wormicss  feeding  groun<ls.  How  does  the 
chicken  eat  when  given  access  to  all  kinds  of 
food ,  at  liberty  ?  —  a  bug  or  two,  a  few  nips  of 
green  stuft',  then  a  few  kernels  of  grain,  a  sip 
of  water  now  ami  then,  and  off  it  goes  after  an 
insect;  now  a  scratch  for  one  or  two  worms, 
and  some  sce<ls,  a  few  more  beakfuls  of  grass 
or  weed,  and  it  is  otf  for  a  bath  in  the  dusting 
])lace.  The  nearer  tlie  breeiler  can  duplicate 
this  natural,  little-at-a-time  varied  manner  of 


A  Successful  Poultry  Woman. 

Wi  itlcn  for  Fakm-Poi  i.try. 

I  have  been  reading  your  papersince  Novem- 
ber (my  subscription  begins  with  December 
1,  I  iH'lieve) ,  and  have  wanted  to  say  my  say 
with  the  rest  for  some  time,  but  my  chicks 
have  kept  me  too  busy.  I  think  I  have  been 
tolerably  successful  so  far,  and  will  give  my 
experience  to  show  that  it  is  possible  to  begin 
very  low  and  still  build  up  a  good  business  in 
a  short  time. 

1  began  two  years  ago  last  March  with  two 
hens  which  were  given  me  by  a  neighbor  who 
was  moving  away.  >Iy  husband  had  always 
strongly  opposed  my  keeping  poultry  since 
we  have  lived  in  town,  sayingthat  "  it  ilid  not 
pay,"  and  "  chickens  and  garden  don't  go  well 
together,"  etc.  When  I  received  the  hens  I 
expected  to  kill  and  eat  them,  but  they  were 
both  laying,  so  my  boy  fixed  up  an  old  pen 
which  had  been  used  by  a  former  store  keeper 
to  keep  the  poultry  taken  in  trade.  He  imt 
on  a  roof  of  refuse  corn  fodder,  straw,  old 
rails,  etc.  Such  was  my  first  chicken  house, 
and  it  still  does  duty  when  I  need  an  extra 
place  for  a  few  chicks.  Those  two  hens  (and 
one  of  their  daughters  which  came  oil"  with 
six  chicks  October  (1),  raised  nie  forty-niiic 
chicks  the  first  year.  We  useil  what  we 
wanted  for  the  table,  and  I  kept  over  nineteen 
hens  and  one  cockerel  for  breeders.  The 
expense  for  feed  was  only  about  $1,  as  the 
little  chicks  were  fed  on  table  scraps,  and  they 
had  free  range  in  the  fields  joining  our  lot. 
There  were  also  a  large  number  of  corn  cribs 
filled  with  corn  at  one  side  of  our  lot,  and  the 
rats  shelled  oil"  so  nuich  that  the  ground  was  . 
usually  covered.  When  the  snow  was  too 
deep  for  the  hens  to  go  to  the  cribs  my  boy 
haule<l  chall"  from  the  cUist  bin  at  the  elevator, 
and  they  found  plenty  of  fec<l  in  that. 

Last  year  I  began,  as  above,  with  nineteen 
hens  and  one  cockerel ;  one  hen  died  quite 
early  in  the  spring,  leaving  me  only  eiijhteen. 
Sly  account  for  the  year,  from  March  1,  1895, 
to  March  1,  ISflfi,  shows  : 

Feed  purchased,  $15.89 
Kggs  for  hatching,  2.82 
Poultry  house,  12  x  IG,  15.14 
Bone  cutter,  6.C5 
Miscellaneous,  8.45 

Total  expenses,  $48.95 
Stock  sold  (either  as  broilers 

or  otherwise),  f  48.12 

Eggs  sold,  8.29 

Total  receipts,  i.")G.41 
Leaving  me  a  cash  profit  of  $7.46  after  pay- 
ing all  expenses.  I  also  had  on  hand  stock  as 
follows:  Fifty  hens  (pullets),  five  cockerels, 
two  capons  and  fifteen  late  chickens  toojoung 
to  sell.  In  the  above  account  I  did  not  charge 
up  ])oultry  or  eggs  used  on  the  table;  did  not 
get  the  best  prices  for  stock  sold ;  and  the 
highest  pri<'e  received  for  eggs  was  twenty 
cents,  while  the  lowest  was  ten  cents.  My 
house  was  cold,  simply  boards  up  and  down, 
not  even  battened  on  the  roof.  .So  my  hens 
did  not  lay  as  well  during  the  winter  as  if  they 
had  been  warmer.  1  was  obliged  to  buy  eggs 
for  sitting  wherever  I  could  get  Ihem,  but 
aimed  to  keep  mostly  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
although  not  pure  blood.  I  bought  one  sitting 
of  pure  blood  eggs,  so  have  two  good  cocker- 
els and  several  fine  hens,  but  cannot  keep  them 
pure,  as  they  w-ill  mix  with  the  neighbors' 
stock,  and  I  have  no  room  for  breeding  pens, 
the  adjoining  fields  not  belonging  to  me.  Now 
if  you  think  there  is  anything  in  this  account 
that  will  tend  to  encourage  some  one  who 
hesitates  at  a  .small  beginning  you  are  at  liberty 
to  publish  it;  if  not  I  suppose  the  waste  basket 
will  hold  it.  Mrs.  .7.  E.  Leacii. 

XoTE. — My  husband  thinks ;;<?(7(«y/.v poultry 
pays  now. 

C'heneyville,  Ills. 


One  of  the  many  poultry  men  getting  a  large 
egg  crop  these  winter  days  gives  away  the 
secret  when  in  a  note  to  the  editor  he  says: 
"  I  love  the  business,  and  wish  to  do  every- 
thing T  can  to  promote  it."  In  that  sympathy 
growing  out  of  "  love  for  the  hens,"  may  be 
read  the  whole  story  of  profit.  —  Maine 
Farmer. 


omi's  CLEi  iw 

FOR  POULTRY. 

For  sale  cvcivwlicre :  or  Mm\  to  us.  CHOICE 
POUI.TKV,  Vox  TKKKIKRS  and  I'.clcian 
Hare8.  Catalogue  free. 

OKK'S  POITI^TRY  YAlSns, 
  _     Box  I.  Orr's  Mills,  X.  V. 

NEW  $5  GREEN  BONE  CUTTER. 

Cuts  at  the  rate  of  a  pound  Green 
Bones  pur  minute,  by  luinJ.  Excels 
llu'm  all  in  ease  and  flni-ness  of  cut. 
$5  with  crank;  S"  with  halance  wlieel 
ill  phice  of  crank.   Get  spe.  circulars. 

WEBSTER  &  HANNUM, 

 <':izriiovia,  >' .  Y. 

Incubator  and  Brooder  Supplies. 

THE  HYDRO  SAFETY  LAMP, 

THE  OAKES 

ADJUSTABLE 

THERMOMETER. 

Tlicrmostalic  bars,  liygro- 
melers.  I)rass  and  copiwrr 
boilers  aaU  tanks,  licfrulators 
of  all  kinds  u  specially. 
Send  stamp  for  new  illns- 
I  rated  calalofcnc,  piving  vahi- 
thle  information  about  lical- 
iii-r  and  r<-f;iitatin;i  incnba- 
l..rs.  L.  K.  OAKKS, 
N<..  211  N.  \Vasliinj;lonSt., 
Kloonilngrtou,  Incl. 

THE  PKICE  OF 

PEKIH  DOCK  ffi 

REDUCED 


AFTEIl  MAY  1. 

Onr  ilurks  were  winners  of  tlic  leading  prizes  at 
Itoslon,  New  York  and  Washington.  I>.  C.  \Ve  have 
a  Ihousand  breeders  tlialwerc  carefully  seleeled.  and 
are  the  cream  of  lliousands.  We  are  nellni;:  luin- 
dreds  of  ejjgs  d.iilT.  and  are  prepared  lo  furnish  fresh 
ferllle  eggs  at  shorl  notice.  Are  nsuallv  belween  M)and 
90  per  cent,  fertile,  and  we  guarantee  m  per  cent,  fer- 
tile and  safe  delivery.   Illustrated  elreidar   for  the 

"^"'"^  A.  J.  HAttOCK, 

Atlantic  Farm.        Speonk,  Long  Island.  N.  Y. 


WHITE 


WYANDOHES 

Kegs  for  hatching,  Knapp  and  L.ambert  strain:  13  for 
$1.50:  'iCforSa-Vi.  E.  t.  I,eBAKON,_^ 

COURT  END  POXJLTKY  Y.4KDS, 
13  E.  Grove  St.,  Middleboro,  Mass. 

Giant  Strain 

IT  BRAHMAS 


We  have  a  grand  lot  of  birds  nialed;  nianyoftliem 
are  prizewinners,  and  we  can  sell  you  eggs  at  $3  per 
1);  and  $5  per  26.  ,    „     .  , 

Orders  for  eggs  promptly  filled.  No  circulars. 

KOLtlNS  BKOS.,Woodvine,Ma8S. 

Springfield  and  Worcester. 

WK  ARK  FfI!NISlltN<; 


Fi  omotir  factories  in  each  of  the  above  cities.  Our 
O.  K.  FOOD  is  still  the  leadiug  hraiul  fresh  made, 
drv  and  right.  If  vour  grain  dealer  di>es  not  keep  U 
«ei)d  to  tlie  factory  nearest  von.  CUT  GKEEN 
BONEaspcciallv.  FKANK  O-HKIEN,  successor  to 
II.  N.  Avery,  2«  No.  Market  .St.,  is  our  lioston  agent. 
Send  for  catalogue  to 

C.  A.  BAKTLETT,  vrorcester.  Afass. 
BARTLETT*  HOLMES,  Springneld.  Mass. 


The  Wopowog  Farm. 

Eggs  for  hatching. 
F-uU  Feathered  Englisli  BUFF  COCHINS, 

GOLDEN  PENCILED  HA5IBUKGS, 
LIGHT  BR.\HMAS, 

WHITE  LEGHORNS. 
Breeding  birds  alw.ays  for  sal<-,  low  price.  Send  for 
circular. 

T.  C.  CHAPMAN  &  SON,  Stony  Brook,  N.  Y. 
INCUBATOR  ON  TRIAL. 

Try  It  Before  Ton  Bnylt. 

IIi,::lvest  Aw:ird  Worlifs  F.lir. 
.)  iidge  of  Incubators  at  W  orld's 
Fair  s:ivs:  It  Iwerc  going  to 
l>uv  for  mvself  I  would  give  the 
V<)X  CULix  the  preference. 
Book  Incnbation,  5  cents, 
ri.lns  of  Brooders.IIon.ses,  etc, 
_  Tw  enty-Five  Cents. 

Von  Culln  Incubator  Co..  Hox  S,  Delaware  City.  DeU 
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Building  Up  a  Farm. 

By  Mr.  Hunter. 

"  That  is  a  splendid  field,"  we  said.  "  How 
far  is  it  across  there?  "  "  'Tis  just  half  a  mile 
fi  om  the  road  here,  to  the  railroad  j  ouder." 
"  How  many  aeres  have  you  in  your  farm?" 
"A  hundred  and  twenty."  "Is  that  wood- 
laud  yours?  "  "  Yes,  there's  twenty-five  acres 
or  so  of  woodland,  wood  and  timber."  "How 
much  hay  do  you  cut?"  "About  a  hundred 
and  tneuty-five  tons."  "And  this  was  all 
brought  about  by  poultry?  "  we  asked.  "  Yes, 
almost  wholly.  We  tried  cows,  and  sold  milk 
in  the  city ;  we  tried  truck  farming,  and  straw- 
berries; in  fact,  we  have  tried  almost  every- 
thing, but  poultry  is  the  best  paying  crop  we 
have  ever  found,  and  we  are  now  running 
poultry  and  grass  almost  entirely."  The 
abo-\e  dialogue  was  carried  on  between  the 
senior  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  and  Mr. 
Rankin,  of  duck  and  "Monarch"  incubator 
fame. 

We  do  not  usually  think  of  Mr.  Kankin  as  a 
farmer.  His  great  reputation  as  a  duck  raiser 
and  as  inventor  of  the  jNIonarcb  incubator,  has 
dulled  our  perception  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
farmer  first,  and  that  the  farm  work  takes 
precedence  of  everything  else, —  the  duck  and 
incubator  business  being  only  branches. 

When  Mr.  Rankin  bought  his  large  farm, 
some  twenty  years  ago,  it  cut  but  about  half  a 
dozen  tons  of  hay ;  now  it  cuts  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  tons.  Then  there  were  but  five  or 
six  acres  of  cultivatable  land,  up  about  the 
buildings,  the  remainder  being  overgrown 
with  bushes;  now  the  bushes  have  been 
crowded  back,  until  the  railroad,  half  a  mile 
away,  is  in  sight,  and  the  broad  acres  of  splen- 
did grass  laud  stretch  away  south  and  west. 
"Poultry  did  it,"  says  Mr.  Rankin,  with  just 
pride.  "Not  only  was  the  poultry  manure  a 
most  important  factor  in  itself,  but  the  liberal 
profits  of  the  poultry  enabled  us  to  buy  other 
manure,  and  pay  the  labor  required  to  get  this 
farm  in  shape."  AYe  walked  out  over  the 
broad  fields,  and  Mr.  Rankin  showed  us  land 
which  two  years  ago  was  covered  with  bushes, 
last  year  was  seeded  down  to  grass  with  a 
liberal  dressing  of  duck  manure,  and  this  year 
bids  fair  to  rival  the  crop  of  last  year  on 
similar  land  turned  over  a  year  earlier.  This 
grass,  Mr.  Rankin  said,  was  so  stout  they  had 
to  turn  it  by  hand.  The  stalks  were  so  long 
the  wheels  of  the  tedder  held  it  down,  and  the 
forks  couldn't  turn  it!  He  makes  about 
seventy-five  cords  of  duck  manure  a  year,  and 
uses  it  mostly  for  top  dressing  grass  land,  putr 
ting  it  on  with  a  Kemp  spreader.  He  also 
makes  many  cords  of  horse  manure,  boarding 
horses  being  an  industry  he  has  taken  up  of 
late  years.  He  does  this  to  consume  the  hay 
on  the  place,  getting,  as  he  says,  about  twenty- 
five  dollars  a  ton  for  the  hay  in  that  way, 
which  gives  him  over  three  thousand  dollars 
for  his  hay  crop  alone.  Two  or  three  years 
ago  they  built  another  barn,  planning  it  espe- 
cially for  horses.  It  is  100  x  32  feet,  having 
two  rows  of  box  stalls  8  x  12  along  each  side, 
and  an  aisle  about  seven  feet  wide  the  entire 
length.  Still  another  new  barn  is  planned  for, 
and  the  foundations  laid  for  it.  This  baru  is 
to  be  100  X  34  feet,  with  the  same  box  stalls, 
and  a  driveway  through  the  centre.  The  hay 
is  pitched  up  into  the  story  above,  through 
convenient  doors  under  the  eaves,  along  the 
sides. 

Of  farm  crops  as  such  Mr.  Rankin  does  not 
grow  much.  Aliout  an  acre  of  potatoes  was 
being  planted,  and  in  a  way  we  thought 
decidedly  novel.  The  sod-land  is  plowed, 
a  liberal  dressing  of  horse  manure  having 
first  been  giveu  it,  then  the  pieces  of  potatoes, 
cut  to  one  good  eye  each,  are  dropped  along 
the  "  seam  "  between  two  furrows,  with  four 
furrows  (about  four  feet)  between  each  row 
of  potatoes.  The  i^ieces  are  dropped  about  a 
foot  apart  in  the  row,  and  then  the  planter 
goes  along  with  a  stick  in  his  hand,  aud 
punches  the  pieces  down  into  the  seam,  well 
dowu  to  bottom  of  furrow.  The  ground  is 
then  gone  over  with  a  wheel  harrow,  which 
thoroughly  mellows  three  or  four  inches  of 
the  surface,  aud  the  potatoes  have  the  strata 
of  horse  manure  and  the  rotting  sod  to  draw 
sustenance  from.  Mr.  Rankin  says  they  grow 
finely  planted  in  this  way,  and  he  gets  a  good 
crop.  He  puts  in  aliout  an  acre  of  carrots 
for  the  horses,  and  another  acre  of  mangolds 
and  cabbages  for  vegetable  food  for  the  ducks 


and  hens,  and  usually  cultivates  about  an  acre 
of  strawberries. 

Mr.  Rankin  has  just  completed  a  new 
brooder  house  125  x  2.5  feet,  which  is  "  mostly 
roof,"' as  he  says;  and  took  about  a  car-load 
of  shingles  to  cover  it.  This  is  to  have  a  walk 
through  the  centre  from  end  to  end,  with  the 
usual  hovers  and  pens  each  side  of  the  walk. 
It  is  Mr.  Rankin's  intention  to  put  the  just 
hatched  ducklings  in  the  hovers  and  pens  on 
the  south  side,  and  as  they  get  older  and  the 
room  is  wanted  for  still  more  babies,  they  are 
to  go  over  into  the  pens  and  hovers  of  the 
north  side.  Ducks  like  shade,  and  the  shade 
of  the  north  side  of  this  house  is  very  favora- 
ble for  their  growth. 

Mr.  Rankin  has  wintered  about  one  thousand 
breeding  ducks,  but  has  accepted  orders  for 
so  many  eggs  he  has  only  hatched  about  eight 
thousand  ducks  this  season,  so  far;  as  a 
matter  of  fact  three  of  his  incubators  are  not 
in  use  because  he  couldn't  keep  eggs  to  fill 
them. 

We  had  a  few  words  about  the  celebrated 
"  utility"  Ll.  Brahmas,  which  he  has  bred  for 
so  many  years.  Although  they  were  small 
boned  and  compactly  built,  his  hens  dressed  ■ 
eight  to  nine  pounds  apiece,  and  the  pullets 
laid  at  five  months  old.  There  is  "  big 
money  ''  in  such  stock  as  that,  and  Mr.  Rankin 
is  breeding  few  of  them  now  solely  because 
there  is  better  money  in  ducks. 

Mr.  Rankin  has  great  faith  in  poultry  rais- 
ing, and  well  he  may,  considering  what  it  has 
done  for  him.  He  says  there  is  no  business 
equal  to  it  for  turning  $3,000  worth  of  grain 
into  $8,000  or  §10,000  of  market  poultry,  and 
he  .sells  §3,000  to  $3,500  of  eggs  also.  Cer- 
tainly a  look  over  his  splendid  farm,  with  its 
quantity  of  buildings,  almost  amounting  to  a 
small  village,  and  realizing  that  it  all  came 
from  poultry,  (that  "  poultry  did  it,")  would 
convince  anyone  that  poultry  raising  pays, 
and  that  there  is  no  branch  of  agriculture 
better  adapted  to  building  up  a  run-out  farm. 


Burglar  Alarms. 

■Written  lor  Farm-Poultry. 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  article  by  Mr. 
Lee  O.  Paddack,  on  burglar  alarms,  published 
in  Farm-Poultry  for  April  15.  I  think  the 
system  as  there  described  quite  complicated, 
and  I  doubt  if  anyone  without  previous  knowl- 
edge of  electricity  could  put  it  up  or  figure  out 
just  how  the  currents  run.  I  have  read  the 
article  three  times,  aud  am  not  sure  that  I  com- 
prehend it  entirely.  Mr.  Paddack  uses  two 
wires  along  the  sides  of  his  building,  one  of 
them  drawn  tight,  the  other  slack  and  soldered 
to  each  staple.  If  one  has  a  building  several 
hundred  feet  long  this  soldering  will  be  quite 
a  job,  and  the  two  wires  make  the  expense  of 
wiring  just  double  what  it  would  be  with  only 
one  wire.  The  system  which  I  described  in 
Farm-Potjltry  a  few  weeks  ago  requires 
only  one  wire,  and  in  my  opinion  is  more 
reliable,  cheaper,  and  much  less  complicated 
than  Mr.  Paddack's  system.  In  wiring  my 
house  I  cut  the  wire  into  lengths  of  about 
eighteen  inches,  scraped  oft"  the  insulation,  and 
then  fastened  them  on  to  the  sides  of  the 
building  with  staples.  Where  the  wire  had 
been  cut  I  twisted  them  together  just  enough 
to  make  a  good  contact,  and  not  enough  so 
but  that  if  a  board  is  taken  oft' the  wire  will 
be  pulled  apart  and  the  current  broken,  which 
rings  the  alarm.  For  a  current  through  the 
live  wires  I  use  the  ordinary  gravity  cells, 
such  as  one  can  see  in  "every  telegraph  oflice 
in  the  land.  The  number  of  cells  required 
will  depend  on  the  length  of  the  line.  When 
the  current  is  broken,  as  it  is  whenever  the 
door  of  the  poultry  house  is  opened,  the  relay 
throws  a  short  circuit  in  from  a  Leclanche 
cell,  which  rings  the  bell  continuously  until 
the  other  circuit  is  closed  again.  I  have  one 
single  simple  switch  which  can  be  used  to 
make  a  short  circuit  when  one  goes  into  the 
poulti-y  house  to  gather  eggs,  clean  up,  or  for 
any  other  purpose.  The  live  wires  cannot  be 
cut  without  instantly  giving  the  alarm.  There 
are  no  complicated  switches,  and  less  than 
half  the  number  of  wires  and  apparatus  as  in 
the  alarm  as  designed  by  Mr.  Paddack.  My 
relay  cost  $2.50,  and  is  suitable  for  a  line  not 
to  exceed  fifteen  miles  long.  It  is  made  by  a 
reliable  firm,  and  all  such  have  platinum  con- 
tact points.  I  know  several  using  the  above 
system,  and  they  all  think  it  perfect. 

Denver,  Colorado.         M.  J.  Spaldestg. 


Care  and  Management  of  Turkeys. 


The  first  and  great  requisite  to  successful 
poultry  raising  is  strong,  vigorous  stock. 
Whatever  variety  may  be  selected,  be  sure  that 
your  birds  have  not  been  weakened  by  disease 
nor  by  repeated  inbreeding.  Many  persons 
engaged  in  this  business  select  their  best  stock, 
male  and  female,  year  after  year,  and  after  a 
few  years  of  this  close  inbreeding  find  their 
flock  deteriorated  in  stamina,  and  with  slight 
powers  of  resistance  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  disease.  Their  birds  may  be  beauti- 
ful, as  the  type  is  more  easily  fixed  by  use  of 
the  same  family ;  but  the  chances  are  against  a 
large  per  cent  of  the  poults  hatched  reaching 
maturity. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  change  of  family  or 
infusion  of  new  blood  every  year  is  not  neces- 
sary. If  you  have  a  male  bird  that  is  satisfac- 
tory it  is  quite  safe  and  desirable  to  use  him 
two  years,  keeping  the  finest  of  the  pullets, 
but  avoid  using  a  young  tom  and  pullets  of  the 
same  flock.   Always  breed  in  line  of  descent. 

In  selecting  stock  do  it  with  a  view  to  .shape 
and  color  rather  than  weight.  My  experience 
has  proved  to  me  that  abnormally  large  birds 
are  very  unprofitable  and  disappointing,  except 
for  show  birds.  A  young  tom  weighing  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  pounds,  and  an  adult 
weighing  from  thirty-six  to  forty  are  as  large 
as  can  be  used  without  danger  of  injury  to  the 
hens.  Y'oung  hens  weighing  fifteen  to  eight- 
een pounds,  and  adults  eighteen  to  twenty, 
are  more  prolific  and  better  mothers  than 
those  attaining  a  much  greater  size.  Hens 
weighing  twenty-five  pounds  are  not  reliable 
for  a  full  clutch  of  eggs.  They  usually  lay  a 
few  at  irregular  intervals  and  in  different 
places,  as  though  it  were  a  matter  of  uncon- 
cern to  them  whether  their  eggs  were  cared 
for  or  not.  These  eggs  are  frequently  soft- 
shelled  and  infertile,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
depended  on  to  add  greatly  to  one's  flock. 

One  tom  and  ten  females  is  a  good  number 
for  a  flock  •.  but  if  it  is  desirable  to  keep  a 
greater  number  of  females  two  toms  can  be 
used,  keeping  one  in  a  small  yard  each  altern- 
ate day,  letting  the  hens  have  their  liljerty, 
as  they  need  the  range  and  variety  of  food 
which  they  obtain  in  that  way,  and  which 
they  would  not  eat  if  it  were  given  them  in  a 
yard. 

I  find  that  very  early  laying  in  this  latitude 
is  not  to  be  desired,  as  many  of  the  eggs  are 
liable  to  be  chilled ,  and  poults  cannot  be  hatched 
to  advantage  before  the  tenth  of  May.  Some- 
times we  have  a  cold  rainy  season  even  later 
than  that,  and  little  -turkeys  seldom  live 
through  a  protracted  cold  storm.  I  think  the 
hens  are  less  apt  to  lay  early  if  the  quantity  of 
feed  is  lessened  as  the  severity  of  winter 
decreases. 

Another  objection  to  very  early  laying  is  that 
it  induces  late  laying  as  well,  and  a  hen  will 
frequently  leave  her  brood  when  partly  grown 
in  order  to  raise  a  second  family,  which  is 
fatal  to  the  interests  of  Ijoth,  as  the  first  poults 
need  a  leader  and  protector  until  nearly  full 
grown,  and  the  last  are  too  small  to  endure 
the  cold  weather.  In  her  native  state  the  tur- 
key hen  does  not  lay  till  spring  is  assured,  and 
never  deserts  her  progeny ;  so  with  our  culti- 
vation and  civilization  we  sometimes  get  too 
far  away  from  mother  nature.  If  your  hens 
are  to  act  as  brooders,  never  clip  their  wings. 
They  will  need  them  in  protecting  their  young 
from  rain  and  dew. 

There  is  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
the  best  way  to  raise  young  turkeys,  but  after 
an  experience  of  twenty  years  I  am  unquali- 
fiedly in  favor  of  the  turkey  hen  as  a  mother. 
— lieliable  Poultry  Journal. 


MY  BIKDS 

ARE  PRIZE  WINNERS, 

Bred  from  prize  wiuueis,  anrl  maled  to  pioduoe  iirize 
winners.  Tliey  liave  won  at  Madison  Square  Garden, 
Boston,  Pliila.,  Baltimore  and  otlier  important  allows. 
Eggs  $3  for  15;  or  So  for  30.  Barred  Ply.  Rocl<s,  Wliile 
VVyandottes,  Golden  WyanUottes  aud  S.  C.  Brown 
Leghorns. 

E.  E.  HUDSON,  Box  63,  Kennedyville,  MU. 


IF  YQU  WANT  LANGSHJINS 


Send  to  Mrs.  C.  M.  Kelley,  who  lias  10  years  experi- 
ence in  breeding  prize  birds  for  tlie  leading  sliows  of 
the  country.  Score  cards  furnislicd  with  birds  if 
wisbeil.    Mrs.  C.  M.  KELLEV,  Newark,  N.  Y. 


Ignorance  an  Obstacle. 

The  greatest  obstacle  in  the  improvement  of 
the  poultry  interests  is  the  general  ignorance 
of  present  conditions  and  results.  There  seem 
to  be  few  who  know  what  they  are  doing. 
Ask  a  man  how  many  eggs  he  got  last  year, 
how  much  it  cost  to  keep  the  hens,  etc.,  and 
it  is  exceedingly  rare  that  an  answer  can  be 
secured.  The  truth  is  he  cannot  tell;  hence 
there  is  no  probability  of  impro\  ement.  If  we 
can  get  people  to  keeping  close  records,  we 
can  get  them  to  improve  their  flocks.  We  are 
glad  that  some  readers  are  beginning  to  take  a 
deeper  interest  in  knowing  what  results  they 
are  getting. —  Farmers^  Review. 


GIVEN  TO  EVERY  IiAD"5r  | 
—  A  New  Jlortk  on  Fancy  Werk    coutaining   -  ^ 
SO  handsome  illustrations.  Among  Ihem  aie  designs  for  a 
Sofa  Pillows,  Table  Covers,  Scarfs,  Tray  Cloths,  Doilies  X 
Celluloid  Work,  Tapestry  Painting  aud  Embioideiy;  alto 
another  book  giving  directions  bow  to  make  all  kinds  of 
Rugs  and  Mats,  <>5  in  all.    These  two  books  we'll  mail 
you  f  ,.ep  if  you  will  send  lOc  for  a  3  months  trial  sub- 
scription'to  The  Home, a2Il  page  paper  containing 
stories, fashions  and  fancy  wort  illust'd.  Send  to 
I'he  Home,  lAl  Milk  St., Boston,  Mass. 

MAPLE  FARM 

DUCK  YARDS. 

Tlielai'frest  and  bust  birds  nn  this  continent.  More 
than  1500  breeding  birds  for  salt,  at  reasonable  prices. 
Will  furnisli  efrjjs  in  season  from  onrliest  yards,  and 
fijuarantee  their  fertiUtv.   Send  for  circular. 

JAS.  RANKIN, 

 So.  Easton,  Mass. 

BUFF  WYANDOTTES. 

I  VKIMUIiDCT  Buff,  Partridge, 
LllinnUnOl   White  and  Black. 

rnPHIN^  BANTAMS 

bUUlllllO         Are  Sure  Winners. 

Winning  last  year  at  (i  leading  shows  136  first.  81 
second,  17  tlli  i  d— anil  at  the  great  Boston  show.  .Jan., 
'96,  on  38  entries.  33  regtilaf  and  M  specitils.  A  few 
choice  birds  for  sale.  Entire  satisfaction  gn-tranteed. 
Eggs,  S3  for  13. 

I.YNNHUKST  POCLTKY  YARDS. 
 Glasshoro,  N.  J. 

We  want  every  reader  of  this  journal,  who  ^ 
is  interested  in  poultry,  to  have  a  copy  of  P 
I  Nissly's  Poultry  Annual  and  Catalog  of  m 
"Everything  Fob  The  Poultky  Yard"  for  ^ 
'  1896  (13th  year,)    It's  absolutely  the  mo.st  9 
I  complete  book  of  the  kind  published;  80  ^ 
I  6x9pa^es,  finely  illustrated,  including  eigrbt 
halftone  cuts  of  Michigan  Poultry  Farm.  ^ 
I  Tells  all  about  the   arrangement  of  our," 
buildings;  our  24  Grand  Breeding  Pens  for 
'96.  It  describes  and  illustrates  the  Biogf.st  I 
I  and  Cheapest  stock  of  Poultry  Supplies  in  , 
,  America;  tells  all  about  our  New  American 
Incubator  and  Brooder.  It's  full  of  infor- 
t  mation  and  worth  dollars'to  every  poultry-  ^ 
man;  don't  miss  it.    The  book  is  Free  to 
All  but  we  request  a  2c  stamp  for  postage.  ' 

t>GEO.  J.  NissLY,  Saline,  Mich.  # 
BARRED  AND  WHITE  P.  ROCKS. 

Bradley  Bros.'  and  Bevin'&  strains.  Our  >ai'ds  are 
headed  hv  cocks  scoring  froiii  92  to  94  points,  and  the 
inillets  will  run  as  high  as  93|.  Are  sure  to  nringgood 
exhibition  stock.   Eggs  SI  pej  13:     per  100 

GRANITE  STATE  POULTRY  FARM, 
 Box  .m  Dover,  N.  H. 

Barred  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
Black  Minorcas  and  White  Leghorns. 

Eggs,  $6  per  100. 
Best  price,  $2  per  13. 

FRANCIS  H.  FOSTER, 

Box  :>m.       CS  Central  Street,  Andover,  Mass. 

WHITE  iyiiiioW 

Exclusively.  150  choice  j-earliug  breeding  hens  for 
sale;  price  from  SI  to  S3  each.  2.1  first  chi^*  bn  i  diug 
cocks  at  S2  to  SIO  each.       CHAS.  C.  KYI>Klt, 
 Yariiiimthport.  Mass. 

INCUBATOR  Ll 

Has  made  won-  jL 

.  derfuJJy  6uc  -  ^ 
cessful  records  \? 
>  at  Fairs  tliis  A 
\  year.  Newly  57 
V  Improved^  m 

I  latin g,  and  made  ^ 
(Of  best  material.  So  y 
simple  any  one  can  a 
nse  it.  Our  catJiIoKue 
^  f  is  the  best  published,  J£ 

n  contains  Complete  Treatise  on  Poultry  ^ 

V  and iB mailed  for  4  cents  in  Stamps,^ 

V  DesMoines  Incubator  Co.  V 

^      Box  14,  Des  BVSoineSy  Iowa.  ^ 

GUIDE  AND  CAmOcl 

for  1896. 

Finest  book  out.  Gives  mucli  useful 
infornuilion  jiertainiiig  to  poultry,  and 
prices  ofall  the  leading  varieties. "  Send 
4  cents  in  stamps. 

S.  A.  HUMMEt, 
Box  85,  Freeport,  Ill8» 


2l7 


Shouiil  the  >loiiev  Ih>  RoturntHl  ? 


By  Mr.  Hcn-tuu 


About  three  week.<  ago  we  m-eiveil  a  letter 
from  KK>rida.  whieh  read  a.<  follows:  "Mr. 
Editor :  .V  frieod  of  luine  at  Lake  (.'omo  l>ought 

a  sitliiu:  of  egjrs  of  ,  ,  Mass.  He 

sent  twenty-two  egs:s,  seven  extra ;  six  were 
broken  in  transportation.  Out  of  the  sixteen 
left  eii;ht  were  rotten  when  the  hen  came  oil", 
and  ei^ht  had  chicks  in  them,  but  only  two 
hatched  out  alive.  The  eggs  were  wrapjieil 
in  one  thickness  of  paper,  and  put  into  paste- 
l>oard  dllers;  were  loose,  and  "shook."  Was 
that  the  proper  way  to  pack  the  eggs*  They 
were  aUiut  seven  days  on  the  way ;  came  by 
way  of  i'olumbus,  Ohio.  I>o  you  think  that 
they  did  right  by  the  parties  here? 

Huntington,  Florida.   ."" 

We  sent  the  letter  to  the  breeder  nameil.  and 
in  a  couple  of  days  received  the  following  : 

••  IVar  Sir:  — Your  esteemed  favor  of  the 
23d  inst..  duly  reeeive<.I  this  morning.  I  thauk 
you  very  much  for  forwarxling  the  letter  of 
 to  me.  In  orxler  that  you  may  under- 
stand the  situation,  I  will  give  you  the  fact* 
i-onceming  the  whole  transaction,  as  follows: 

••  We  received  an  inquiry  from  one  , 

Lake  Como.  Fl«.,  for  White  Leghorn  eggs. 
The  letter  was  a  peculiar  one  in  substance, 
and  wound  up  by  saying  that  times  were  hard 
in  the  south,  money  siarce.  etc..  and  wanting 
us  to  do  the  be^t  we  could  by  him.  I  (juoled 
•ur  u-«ual  price  for  egg>.  f)er  fifteen,  and 
received  his  onler  Manh  10th  for  one  sitting. 
The  eggs  were  sent  on  the  Uilh,  and  indudetl 
oue-balf  sitting  extra,  thinking  he  would 
appreciate  it  under  the  cin-umstances.  as 
explained  in  his  letter.  I  did  not  hear  from 
him  again  until  last  Monday,  when  I  received 
a  very  rude  letter  from  him  stating  that  the 
eggs  VN-ere  old.  infertile,  poorly  packed,  and 
generally  wrong:  and  he  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  think  that  he  had  not  received  what 
he  onlered.  etc.  This  letter  I  am  sorry  I  tore 
up  at  the  time  of  its  ret-eipt.  I  replied,  how- 
ever, the  same  day  with  a  letter,  (copy  of 
which  I  enclose  to  you  i.and  it  happens  that 
we  were  to  ship  this  morning  the  extra  .-itting 
promi>ed  in  this  letter  free  of  charge;  but  1 
have  concludeil  to  withhold  the  shipment,  and 
return  his  $3  to  him.  a«  I  hardly  think  I  shall 
lie  aide  to  please  him.  .So  you  can  judge  from 
this  of  the  make-up  of  the  man  and  his  friends, 
and  the  fact  that  no  opportunity  was  given 
for  reply  or  settlement  of  any  kind  in  a  sati.s- 
factory  way.  I  am  under  the  impression 
under  the  circumstances,  (although  of  course 
not  sure)  that  the  eggs  sent  him  either  had 
the  mo>t  severe  treatment  in  transit,  or  el.»e 
he  misrepresented  the  results,  as  we  have 
shipped  a  very  large  number  of  sittings  all 
over  the  country,  and  with  the  most  satisfac- 
tory results  so  far.   ."' 

In  onler  to  get  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
case,  we  will  give  the  breeiler's  letter  to  his 
customer,  a  copy  of  which  he  enclosed  to  us. 

"  Dear  Sir: —  We  are  surprised  to  have  your 
communication  of  the  l.lth  inst.,  and  to  know- 
that  you  did  not  receive  a  better  hatch  from 
the  eggs  sent  you.  These  eggs  must  have 
experienced  some  pretty  rough  treatment  in 
transit,  or  they  certainly  would  have  done 
l)etter  for  you  than  they  did. 

In  our  ten  years  experience  in  shipping  eggs 
for  hatching  purposes,  we  ha\  e  had  very  few 
complaints  indeed.  The  eggs  sent  you  were 
properly  packed  and  delivered  to  the  express 
office,  and  the  treatment  they  received  after 
leaving  our  hands  we  cannot  be  accountable 
for.  We,  however,  desire  to  have  every  one 
satisfied  who  ha.s  dealings  with  us,  and  under 
the  circum.stances  we  will  forward  you  another 
sittingof  eggs  free  of  charge.  From  thenature 
of  your  first  letter,  asking  for  prices,  and  the 
tone  of  your  letter  just  received,  we  are  some- 
what in  doubt  as  to  whether  we  can  please 
you  at  all. 

"Without  further  comment,  we  remain  very 
respectfully,   

Here  is  a  case  (a  very  common  one)  of  a 
breeder  accepting  and  filling  an  order,  doing 
more  than  his  duty  in  that  he  put  in  a  half 
sitting  extra,  and  the  customer  got  but  two 
chicks ;  although,  by  his  own  showing,  eight  of 
the  ^gs  had  chickens  in  them.  Had  not  the 
breeder  done  all  that  could  be  expected? 
Had  the  austomer  any  right  to  expect  that  the 


btwiler  would  make  giKxl  the  loss,  stand 
l>etween  him  and  loss? 

In  this  ease  the  fault  was  doubtless  in  the 
mugh  h:mdliug  by  the  express  company :  that 
••  six  were  broken  in  tnmsit,""  tells  the  story. 
What,  then,  should  the  breeder  do  under  the 
cin-umstanoes?  He  cho.se  to  return  the  money. 
Was  that  right?  In  returning  the  money 
wasn't  he  wnmging  himself?  He  had  sent  the 
eggs  precisely  as  he  agreed  to  do.  and  sent 
eggs  worth,  to  him,  the  price  paid  lor  thcui. 
Doesn't  his  duty  to  his  customer  end  there? 
Ho  knew  that  they  were  good,  hatchable  eggs, 
and  that,  with  proper  treatment  they  would 
hatch  chickens.  Is  he  in  any  w  ay  called  upon 
to  insure  the  customer  again.-t  loss,  either 
thnnigh  the  b.id  handling  by  the  express  com- 
pany, or  the  customer's  own  mismanagement? 
This  is  a  question  of  a  good  bit  of  importance 
to  every  breeder,  because  every  breeder 
receives  some  complaints  that  his  eggs  hatched 
poorly.  He  may  know  they  were  fertile  eggs, 
and  just  such  eggs  as  are  hatching  well  on  his 
own  place,  and  he  has  sent  eggs  that  were 
worth  the  price,  to  him,  to  hatch  chickens  from. 

It  is  the  custom  of  some  breeders  to  send  a 
duplicate  sittiug,  free,  upon  receipt  of  such  a 
complaint.  Isn't  such  a  course  likely  to 
encourage  the  customer  to  complain?  If  his 
whine  secureil  him  a  duplicate  sitting  won't 
he  lie  likely  to  try  the  same  trick  again? 

It  is  the  custom  of  some  other  breeders  to 
otTer  to  send  a  duplicate  sitting  at  half-price, 
and  that  seems  to  us  more  reasonable.  The 
breeder  says,  "  I  sent  you  eggs  worth  that 
money  to  me ;  you  sent  me  your  money :  we 
are  equal,  then,  and  will  share  the  loss."  If 
the  customer  is  on  the  square  "  he  will  see 
the  reasonableness  of  the  proposition,  and  will 
either  put  up  the  half-price  for  another  sitting, 
or  subside. 

We  cannot  but  think  Mr.  Blank's  method, 
of  returning  the  money,  is  a  mi.stake.  It  tends 
to  foster  and  encourage  the  ''whiner."  We 
iK'lieve  the  breeder  should  know  how  his 
eggs  are  running  for  fertility  and  hatchability, 
and  if  he  sent  eggs  that  he  knows  were  good 
he  should  feel  that  he  is  on  an  equality  with.the 
customer  who  hits  sent  him  money.  If  he  is 
willing  to  share  the  loss  with  the  unfortunate 
(or  earless?!  cu.-tomer,  well  and  good  ;  but  we 
certainly  think  he  shouldn't  bear  all  the  loss, 
as  Mr.  Blank  did.  That  was.  plainly,  a  one- 
sided arrangement.  Of  course  he  gets  quit  of 
the  complaining  customer,  but  that  is  hardly 
•■  the  aim  of  life.'' 

The  customer,  in  the  above  ca.se,  complains 
that  the  eggs  were  poorly  packed,  and  the 
breeder  has  had  ten  years  experience  in  pack- 
ing and  shipping  eggs  for  hatching.  Judging 
by  the  "tone"  of  the  letter  sent  us,  Mr. 
Blank  knows  more  about  packing  eggs  than 
the  customer  does.  We  will  say,  however, 
that  we  believe  it  a  mi.stake  to  wrap  eggs  in 
paper.  "We  long  ago  discarded  that  method 
l>ecause  we  felt  certain  the  quick  rolling 
motion  was  likely  to  injure  the  egg,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  delicate  organisms  in  the 
world,  and  easily  disturbed  (disintegrated) 
by  a  rolling  motion.  We  have  felt  that  the 
best  method  of  packing  eggs  was  to  put  a 
quarter-inch  of  cork  dust  (such  as  Malaga 
grapes  come  packed  in)  in  the  bottom  of  the 
pasteboard  filler,  placing  the  egg  on  cntl  in 
the  filler  and  packing  the  cork  dust  all  around 
it  and  over  it,  until  it  is  held  securely  in  its 
place.  Bran  (shorts)  makes  a  good  packing 
material  where  cork  dust  isn't  available. 

Packed  in  this  manner,  there  is  no  rattling 
of  the  eggs  within  the  fillers,  and  no  sudden 
twist  to  disturb  them. 

We  believe,  firmly,  that  express  companies 
should  be  held  responsible  for  breakages  whore 
the  enclosing  package  itself  is  "snia.shed." 
We  have  had  two  such  cases  this  seji-son,  in 
both  of  them  the  "  .Southern  "  was  the  offend- 
ing company.  Unfortunately,  in  both  ca.ses, 
the  customers  weakly  accepted  the  sraa.shed 
packages,  notwith.st.mding  their  manifestly 
damaged  condition.  Of  course,  once  the  cus- 
tomer has  accepted  the  package  and  paid  the 
express  charges,  it  is  next  to  useless  to  make  a 
complaint;  the  express  agents  simjily  "smile,"' 
and  put  you  off  with  one  excuse  or  another, 
and  tire  you  out.  If,  however,  the  customer 
would  refu-se  to  accept  the  manifestly  dam- 
aged (smashed)  package,  be  it  box  or  basket, 
then  there  would  be  a  chance  for  a  claim  for 
damages — and  by  following  it  up  sharply 
redress  could  be  obtiiined. 


Give  Us  More  Eggs. 

Millions  of  eggs  are  annually  imported  to 
supply  the  demand  in  our  country.  Why  is 
this  so?  One  principal  reason  is  because  the 
poultry  business  on  the  farms  is  not  managed 
as  it  should  be.  Nearly  every  farmer  in  the 
land,  and  a  great  many  that  are  not  farmers, 
are  continually  .striving  to  supply  thatdeniaud. 
But  only  a  small  portion  of  them  are  produi  iug 
more  than  enough  to  supply  the  needs  of  their 
own  households.  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  the  cost  of  producing  a  dozen  eggs 
under  ordinary  circumstances  is  very  small 
compared  with  their  average  price  in  market. 
Then  why  are  we  not  producing  more  eggs  as 
a  nation  ?  First,  the  lack  of  practical  knowledge 
of  how  to  successfully  breed  and  manage 
poultry  with  a  view  to  profit  in  egg  produc- 
tion, ilany  who  are  attempting  it  are  going 
it  blind,  so  to  speak,  without  the  aid  of  any 
books  or  periodicals  upon  the  subject,  but 
under  the  impression  that  they  know  all  about 
it.  simply  because  they  know  that  if  a  hen  is 
determined  to  sit.  and  she  happened  to  have  a 
few  eggs  under  her,  and  if  the  pigs  or  some- 
thing else  did  not  come  along  during  the  incu- 
bation and  eat  eggs,  hen  and  all,  she  will  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  hatch  two  or  three  wee 
bits  of  chickens,  to  be  dragged  around  through 
the  weeds  and  wet  grass  until  the  gapes  or 
some  kindred  disease  relieves  them  of  the 
burden  of  life.  This  is  about  all  he  knows 
about  it — and  he  thinks— well,  they  may 
import  their  eggs,  this  business  don't  pay. 
When  his  hens  are  successful  and  lay  well, 
he  is  generally  too  careless  to  gather  them 
except,  perhaps,  on  Sunday  morning  when  he 
is  loafing  around,  looking  after  things  in  a  -sort 
of  general  way,  he  stumbles  upon  a  nest  in 
the  straw  stack  with  about  forty  eggs  and 
three  hens  trying  to  spoil  them.  He  takes 
them  to  the  house  and  puts  them  in  a  bucket 
of  water  to  test  them  to  see  which  are  the  least 
stale ;  the  rest  go  over  the  fence  into  an  adjoin- 
ing field.  And  aliout  every  fortnight  the 
schoolboy  is  sent  under  the  barn  upon  hands 
and  knees  on  a  similar  errand.  lie  generally 
drags  out  from  two  to  four  dozen  of  similar 
produce.  Xo  wonder  the  farmer  thinks  this 
does  not  pay.  and  well  he  may  when  the  sys- 
tem of  "  take  cure  of  yourself,  chicken,"  rules 
the  roost. 

What  an  improvement  must  necessarily 
follow  if  poultry  and  farm  journals  are  more 
frequent  visitors  to  the  houses  of  our  farmers, 
for  each  number  must  necessarily  bring  some- 
thing of  interest  in  that  department,  paying 
the  greatest  profit  on  the  amount  invested  in 
such  papers.  After  we  are  in  a  measure  pre- 
pared to  take  care  of  our  fowls,  having  profited 
by  the  experience  of  others  through  the  papers, 
we  should  by  all  means  improve  our  stock  of 
fowls  as  well  as  our  methods  of  handling, 
either  by  crossing  a  pure  bred  male  upon  our 
common  stock;  or,  what  we  think  is  still 
better,  get  a  few  thoroughbred  fowls  and  start 
a  flock  of  them,  and  then  you  have  something 
you  can  reasonably  depend  upon  for  a  certain 
amount  of  flesh  and  eggs.  After  you  get  a 
start  it  costs  no  more  to  rai.se  a  good  one  than 
a  scrub,  and  when  this  is  all  said  and  done,  if 
any  one  should  come  along  and  want  a  nice 
pair  of  single  birds  for  breeders,  you  can  sup- 
ply them  with  the  pure  stock  at  a  price  that 
you  could  buy  a  half-dozen  ormore  scrubs  for. 
And  with  close  attention  to  details  and  select- 
ing the  best  layers  all  the  time,  the  production 
of  eggs  can  be  greatly  inerea.sed.  It  is  a  fact, 
as  shown  by  statistics,  that  as  many  eggs  are 
used  in  the  arts  and  in  mamifaclures  as  for 
food,  hence  it  will  require  an  immense  increase 
in  the  production  to  have  any  effect  on  the 
price. — Iowa  Homestead. 


When  a  man  starts  in  poultry  culture,  at 
the  end  of  three  months  he  thinks  he  knows 
it  all,  but  before  the  year  is  around  he  will 
find  that  he  has  hardly  begun  to  acquire 
knowledge. 


Remember  one  thing,  a  hen  cannot  be  a 
successful  egg  machine  so  long  as  she  has  to 
raise  lice.  Furthermore,  no  treatment  will 
cure  a  sick  fowl  as  long  as  lice  are  allowed  to 
sap  away  the  vitality. 


"Stop  that  Cackling/' 

S.\I1>  THK  HEN  TO  THK  KOOSTEK, 

"YOU  DIDN'T  UY  THE  EGG!" 

n  i>  so  with  \^\  \/x•  wimurs.  If  we  had  io  huy  tlieni 
wt-  woiihln'l  cackle  about  Ihfir  winnings. 

54  Premmms  in  3  Shoivs, 

and  every  h\v*\  broil  on  onr  farm. 

IVkin  I)iu-k  <-i.'s:s,  $2  for  \2:  i:>  tor  r^;  $S  for  100. 
While  Wyanihuii-,       for        No  .li.icovint. 

POLLARD'S  DUCK  FARM, 

Pawtucket,  K.  I. 


the  Best  Prizes  at  Wash! 


•2.S  prizi's  on  :ai<MUrifs.  Also 
si.\  spiciiils  and  jrrand  sil- 
ver cup  were  awarded  to  our 
Games,  viz.: 

B.  B.Keds, 
Brown  Reds, 
Ke<l  Fyles  and 
S.  Duokwings. 


White  and 

Cornish  Indians. 

We  also  breed  first  class 
Je.sey  rattle,  Berksldre 
Ho^fs.  and  Bnll  Terrier  Doprs. 
Pouter   Pij-'eons    that  will 
win  In  stront.'  ronipany. 
Large  c:iialos;ut  lu  cis. 
HAMPTON  FARM, 
Alexandria,  Va. 


GUERNSEY  CATT1.F 


S.  C.  B.  LEaHORNS.  White  and  Buff  WYAN- 
DOTTES,  HOUDANS,  R.  C.  W.  and  B. 
LEGHORNS,  and  Buff  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

Tlie  LARGEST  STOCK  of  the  above  varieties  ownec 
In  this  conntrv.  ami  tlie  records  will  subsTautiate  the 
claim  of  SUl'tlilORITY  AS  TO  QUALITY— not  rec- 
ords made  at  county  fairs,  but  records  n)ade  in  the 
Wrongest  conipeiiiion  at  the  ereatest  American  eliows 
—New  York,  liostiin  and  \\  ashinpton— where.  In  the 
X)ast  li\e  \ear".  iiiv  slock  has  been  awarded  186  firsts. 
«0  p'ld  s|ici-iaU,  18  silver  medals  and  6  silver  cups. 
The  Hue  of  blood  I  am  breeding  and  exhibiting  has 
produced,  and  is  to-day  producing,  Prize-Winning 
Specimens  in  every  section  of  this  coimlr^'  and  in 
many  parts  of  Kurope.  "Like  Begets  Like."  Send 
for  llluslrated  circular  giving  full  prize  record  oi  the 
leading  anil  iiiosi  iicipular  strains  of  above  varieties. 

Salif/iirli.iii  j.s  illinrinili-ed. 

Guernsey  Cattle,  best  milk  and  butter  families. 
Scotch  Collies  and  Fox  Terriers. 

JAMES  FORSYTH, 

Lock  Box  No.  1-2, 
"Riverside"'  Farm,  Oweso,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  T. 


The  rooster  that  fertilizes  the  eggs  is  the  one 
that  is  a  hearty  crower,  always  dancing  aliotit 
the  hens,  or  calling  them,  and  the  one  who 
seems  to  think  that  his  whole  duty  is  to  see 
that  his  wives  are  not  neglected. 


Winners  at  Madison  Square  Ciarden.  N.  Y.  Citv, 
18%— 1st  and  3rd  cocks;  Island  3rd  cockerels;  1st  and 
8d  bens;  1st  pullet;  1st  and  2d  breeding  yards.  Stock 
ami  eggs  bred  and  owned  by 

AVHITING  FARM,  Holyoke,  Mags. 

SOMETHING  NB^. 

When  we  placed  the  Eureka  Moisture  and  Egg 
Testiug  Chart  ou  ilie  niarkel  we  knew  that  it  was  a 
good  thing,  hut  were  unprepared  for  the  entliusiastic 
reception  wliicli  it  has  everywhere  received.  People 
write  us  that  they  never  coiild  get  good  hatches  be- 
fore, and  now  can  get  them  right  along.  We  have 
mailed  them  to  all  points  of  the  compass,  to  Iiot  and 
cold  climates,  and  the  result  is  the  same  evervwhere. 
It  could  not  be  otherwise,  because  this  is  the  o'nlv  real 
true  method  of  determining  the  proper  amount  ol 
moisture.  Remember  that  I  have  run  incubators 
longer  and  hatched  more  chicks  than  any  other  incu- 
bator maker  in  the  United  Slates,  and  the  best  recom- 
ineiidation  that  I  can  give  this  chart  is  to  state  that  I 
have  one  posted  in  each  of  ni\  egg  testing  rooms,  and 
use  no  other  guide  whati-v'-r' for  moisture.  Jt  never 
/aiVi  to  produce  good  halrlu  s.  To  everv  person  who 
will  ordera  chart  from  this  ad.,  and  so  state,  and  make 
tlie  claim  when  ordering,  we  will  give  credit  of  $1 
on  a  sitting  of  eggs  from  a  pen  of  as  beautiful  Shigle 
Comb  Brotcn  Leahoinis  as  ever  tlie  sun  slione  on— 
every  one  a  show  bird— the  cock  a  fine  lieavv  one  with 
a  score  of  92.  cut  one  for  broken  tail  feathers,  one 
for  scratch  on  ear  lobe,  by  Bridge.    He  is  really  a  95 

Point  bird.  I  preferred  I'tini  to  some  that  scored  ftT«J. 
'rice  of  eggs,  for  15  eegs.  Etrgs  can  be  had  this 
year  or  next.  (Price  of  chart  $1,  postage  paid).  Thus 
when  you  buy  fifteen  eggs  you  get  the  chart  free.  We 
also  make  the  very  best  inciiuators  in  the  world,  both 
hot  air  and  hot  water;  prices  as  low  as  can  be  for 
good  machines.  Address.  J.  L,.  CAMPBELI*, 
West  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A. 

COBURN'S 

Barred  Plym.  Rocks 

 AND  

White  Wyandottes. 

We  \\\]\  now  sell  eggs  frc^ni  i>ur  best  pens  for  ?1  per 
13.  If  vou  w  ish  choice  stiK-k  anil  eggs  that  w  ill  give 
satisfaction  you  should  take  advantage  of  this  offer, 
:is  we  shall  advance  otir  prices  another  season.  Incu- 
bator eggs  $5  per  100.  Send  for  circular. 

F.  A.  P.  COBCKN, 
 759  Stevens  Street.  Lowell,  Mass. 


BLACK  IVIINORCAS.\':' 


inllie  AVEST.  1"  Eggs 
)  $t..V).  All  ISli  sliipnients 

but  three  siUiTi--.  I  al^  lii  .f;'  ImI:!. 

il.  U.  WALLIS,  Delavan,  Wis. 
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A  Farmer's  Way. 
By  Mr.  Hunter. 

"We  Tisited,  recently,  a  farmer  who  lives  on 
one  of  the  breezy  hill-tops  of  Worcester  county, 
who  has  been  quite  successful  with  the  poultry 
branch  of  his  farm,  antl  whose  egg  record  for 
the  ten  months,  January  to  October  (inclusive) , 
1895,  is  suggestive  of  profit. 

He  kept  that  year  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  hens  aud  pullets,  mostly  pullets.  The 
bulk  of  the  stock  was  thoroughbred  AVhite 
riymouth  Rocks,  some  twenty  or  thirty  of 
them  being  "  common  liens'"  and  Brown  Leg- 
horns. 

The  egg  yield  by  mouths  was : 

January,  2,110 
February,  2,558 
March,  4,416 
April,  4,136 
May,  4,159 
June,  3,691 
July,  3,593 
August,  3,082 
September,  2,852 
October,  1,200 


31,797 

These  eggs  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of 
twcuty-seven  ceuts  a  dozen,  which  gave  the 
substantial  income  of  $715.43  for  eggs  alone, 
and  for  ten  months  ef  the  year  only.  As  it 
cost  him-  about  fifty-five  cents  a  day  to  feed 
his  two  hundred  aud  twenty-five  hens  and  ten 
cockerels,  we  deduct  §165  from  the  above 
total,  and  have  $550.43  net  profit.  Pretty  fair 
return,  that,  for  the  small  amount  of  labor 
re(iuired  to  take  care  of  those  fowls.  We 
wrote  Mr.  D.  (after  our  short  call)  and  asked 
about  the  cost  of  his  food,  etc.,  and  he  says  :  — 
"  When  I  fed  all  grain,  w^hich  consisted  of 
cracked  corn,  oats,  middlings,  bran  and 
animal  meal  it  cost  me  nearly  fifty-five  cents 
a  day  to  feed  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
hens  and  cockerels.  The  grains  averaged  one 
cent  a  pound,  excepting  the  meat  meal,  which 
was  two  cents  a  pound.  I  fed  no  whole  wheat, 
and  cooked  no  food ;  but  used  sufficient  hot 
water  in  cold  weather  to  make  up  the  morning 
mash  warm.  I  gave  cold  water,  right  from 
the  pump,  during  the  whole  year.  Perhaps 
you  will  think  the  cost  of  keeping  is  rather 
small,  but  I  bought  bran  most  of  the  time  for 
$17,  and  middlings  for  §20.  Some  of  the  time 
the  oats  cost  a  little  more  than  a  cent  a  pound ; 
the  cracked  corn  did  not  average  quite  a  cent 
a  pound;  and  the  "average"  for  all  isn't  a 
hair's  breadth  from  one  cent  a  jiound.  I  fed 
by  measure  about  five-eighths  bran  in  the 
mash.  About  once  a  week  1  boiled  small 
potatoes  enough  to  reduce  the  grain  ration 
about  a  half,  and  about  once  a  w'eek  I  gave 
them  a  bushel  of  mangolds.  I  set  twenty-five 
hens  and  hatched  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
chickens;  that  is,  I  cooped  that  number,  quite 
a  few  were  killed  in  the  nests  before  cooping." 

This  statement  figures  up  $2  net  profit  per 
hen,  for  eggs  alone,  in  ten  months.  If  the 
hens  had  been  sold  to  market  (having  raised 
pullets  to  take  their  places)  the  sum  they  sold 
for  would  have  swelled  the  profit  account 
some  fifty  cents  per  hen.  That  is  the  rotation 
we  have  so  frequently  urged  in  these  columns. 
If  the  laying  stock  is  sold  off  every  year  the 
sum  it  sells  for  increases  the  net  profits, 
because  it  costs  nothing  to  raise  the  pullets  to 
replace  the  year-old  layers.  The  cockerels 
hatched  with  the  pullets  will  sell  for  enough 
to  pay  for  the  food  of  both  cockerels  and 
pullets,  hence  the  pullets  at  maturity  cost 
nothing  (for  food),  and  as  we  all  know  that 
the  pullets  are  by  far  the  best  layers  it  is  easy 
to  see  the  wisdom  of  replenishing  the  laying 
stock  every  year. 

There  is  an  interesting  sequel  to  Mr.  D.'s 
story,  which  carries  quite  as  instructive  a 
lesson  with  it  as  the  goodly  profit  account. 
Last  autumn  he  had  the  pullets  raised  last 
year  nearly  drowned  out  by  a  tremendous  rain 
and  wind  storm,  which  came  down  upon  them 
one  night,  unroofed  the  coops  in  which  they 
were  housed,  aud  in  the  morning  they  were 
all  soaking  wet,  "  as  wet  as  drowned  rats!" 
The  result  of  that  set-back  was  colds  and  a 
semi-roupy  condition  all  the  past  winter,  and 
the  flocks  have  barely  paid  for  their  keep. 
Isn't  that  a  striking  contrast?  Isn't  it  instruct- 
ive? One  year  a  profit  of  two  dollars  apiece 
from  eggs  alone  in  ten  months,  and  the  next 
year  the  flocks  barely  paying  for  their  food, 
not  to  mention  the  worry  and  bother  of  doc- 


toring caused  by  that  constant  run  of  "  colds." 

Such  experiences  come  to  many  of  us  at 
one  time  or  another,  but  any  one  blessed  with 
a  modicum  of  common  sense  ought  to  be  able 
to  see  that  it  was  in  no  way  the  fault  of  the 
poultry  business  that  our  friend  had  made 
little  or  no  profit  this  year.  Fortunately  he 
had  the  substantial  profit  of  the  year  before  in 
black  aud  white,  to  prove  to  him  that  his 
defective  coops,  and  not  "  the  business,"  is  to 
blame  for  his  small  profits  this  year,  and  he 
will  keep  right  on.  Judging  by  the  goodly 
flocks  of  chickens  enjoying  life  there  on  the 
day  of  our  visit,  he  will  be  well  equipped  for 
a  fresh  start  this  autumn,  and  we  hope  he  will 
make  the  coming  season  "  a  record  breaker." 


A  Hen  That  Became  a  Rooster. 

"Written  for  Farm-Poultry. 

I  noticed  a  little  article  in  a  poultry  journal 
recently  in  which  a  fancier  says,  "Jfo  matter 
how  often  a  hen  may  roost,  she  can  never 
become  a  rooster."  Just  to  prove  that  all 
things  are  possible,  I  will  endeavor  to  show 
this  humorist  that  a  hen  can,  and  does,  some- 
times "become  a  rooster." 

Last  year  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Dale,  of  Nashville, 
raised  a  few  chickens,  aud  among  the  number 
was  a  Browu  Leghorn  pullet  which  probably 
had  a  cross  of  dunghill  in  her.  However,  she 
proved  to  be  a  very  good  layer,  but  after  a 
while  she  laid  out  aud  became  broody.  A  sit- 
ting of  eggs  was  given  her,  and  she  proved  to 
be  a  good  sitter,  and  came  off  with  a  nice 
brood  of  chicks.  After  awhile  she  began 
moulting,  and  shed  nearly  all  her  feathers. 
When  she  began  to  put  out  new  feathers  it 
was  noticed  that  they  were  a  different  color 
from  the  first  ones.  In  fact,  she  began  to  look 
like  a  rooster,  and  in  due  time  she  put  out  as 
nice  a  coat  of  rooster  feathei-s,  sickle  feathers, 
and  all,  as  one  ever  looked  at,  and  today  she  is 
as  fair  a  specimen  of  the  Browu  Leghorn 
rooster  as  one  would  find  in  a  day's  travel. 
No  one  unacquainted  with  the  facts  would 
ever  believe  it  to  be  a  hen ;  but  nevertheless 
she  still  continues  to  lay. 

If  anyone  doubts  the  truth  of  this  statement 
it  can  be  substantiated  by  writing  Mr.  Dale. 
I  intend  to  try  aud  get  a  picture  made  of  this 
rooster-hen,  and  if  I  do  I  will  send  it  to  Farm- 
Poultry.  Red  Jake. 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

[We  should  be  pleased  to  have  a  photo,  of 
the  bird.— Editor.] 

Large  and  Small  Breeds. 

Every  little  while  the  question  bobs  up  of 
the  relative  value  of  large  and  small  breeds  of 
poultry.  So  much  depends  on  the  purposes  of 
the  owner  that  we  attach  less  aud  less  import- 
ance to  size  and  more  aud  more  to  substance 
and  structure.  At  the  same  time  some  things 
are  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  smaller  winged 
birds  mature  more  slowly,  feather  more 
slowly,  and  as  a  rule  are  not  the  best  form  for 
egg  business.  Certain  families  of  these  breeds 
have  been  noted  because  their  natural  tenden- 
cies have  been  overcome  by  their  owners,  and 
great  results  obtained.  There  is  one  fact  not 
to  be  overlooked,  and  that  is  the  food  of  sup- 
port. The  larger  the  body  the  greater  the  food 
consumption  for  its  own  sustenance  day  by 
day.  The  large  breeds  are  more  sluggish  than 
the  smaller,  and  do  not  waste  so  much  in  mov- 
ing about,  thereby  offsetting  somewhat  the 
difference  in  food  actually  necessary  for  sup- 
port. Sluggish  breeds  take  on  fat  more  rapidly 
and  readily  than  active,  and  for  this  reason  the 
food  given  must  be  more  carefully  guarded, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  variety.  Small  breeds 
are  more  naturally  egg  producers,  and  when  a 
man,  keeping  the  larger  variety,  obtains  as 
good  results,  it  is  out  of  his  skill,  and  not  to  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  what  others  may  accom- 
plish. 

Because  of  the  increased  activities  and  more 
natural  tendencies,  as  well  as  type,  certain  of 
the  smaller  breeds,  like  Leghorns,  Hamburgs, 
Spanish,  etc.,  are,  under  usual  treatment, 
better  layers  than  the  larger.  The  whole 
problem  is  to  be  controlled  very  largely  by  the 
man ;  and  his  appreciation  of  how  to  feed, how 
to  promote  exercise,  how  to  stimulate  activity, 
will  determine  the  whole  question  as  to  which 
breed  is  best.  What  another  has  done  you 
may  or  may  not  be  able  to  do.  Your  own  con- 
ception of  underlying  principles  will  determine 
results  in  the  pens  and  with  the  flocks  and 
herds. — Maine  Farmtr. 


As  Mr.  Colt  Sees  It. 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Colt,  w-ho  went  to  England 
last  winter  with  the  intention  of  establishing  a 
large  poultry  plant  with  American  methods 
over  there,  writes  that  he  is  finding  it  not  at 
all  easy  to  get  such  a  farm  as  he  wants.  He 
had,  at  time  of  writing,  visited  forty-four 
places,  and  only  found  three  that  he  considered 
in  any  way  desirable  for  his  purpose.  He 
finds  the  poultry  business  in  a  very  crude 
(unprogressive)  state,  and  the  duck  business 
also.  He  took  advantage  of  a  holiday  to  visit 
Aylesbury,  the  great  duck  centre,  aud  found 
the  raisers  scattered  over  a  wide  area,  hatch- 
ing wholly  with  hens,  and  raising  three  hun- 
dred or  five  hundred  ducklings  apiece.  Mr. 
Colt  thinks  a  large  duck  farm,  with  up-to-date 
incubators  and  brooders,  would  just  "  coin  " 
money  over  there.  He  says  that  one  raiser 
reported  that  his  last  shipment  to  London 
"made  him  fourteen  shillings  (about  $3.50) 
per  pair." 

3Ir.  Colt  reports  a  very  cordial  welcome 
from  our  English  cousins,  especially  mention- 
ing Mrs.  Comyns,  the  able  conductor  of  the 
Feathered  World,  who,  by  the  way,  is  tiow 
Mrs.  Lewer,  or  Mrs.  Comyns-Lewer  as  the 
last  Feathered  World  has  it. 


Circulars  Received. 


C.  H.  Latham,  Lancaster,  Mass. 
A.  W.  McCali.um,  Sibley,  Iowa. 
Tillixghast  Bros.,  La  Plume,  Pa. 

E.  C.  Blackwell,  Kelson,  Tioga  Co.,  Pa. 

D.  T.  Heimlich,  Jacksonville,  Morgan  Co., 
111. 

Orchard  Park  Poultry  Farm,  M.  V. 
Allen,  Ovid,  N.  Y. 

Locust  Yiew  Poultry  Farm,  E.  R. 
Walker,  Norwich,  Ohio. 

The  "Blue  "  Poultry  Farm,  Matt  W. 
Blue,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Orrocco  Poultry  Farm,  AV.  H.  Rudd  & 
Son,  10  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

Neponset  Red  Rope  Roofixg,  F.  W. 
Bird  &  Son,  East  Walpole,  Mass. 

The  Gardner  Egg  Carrier,  Winchester 
Box  jVI'f'g  Co.,  Baldwinsville,  Mass. 


MARIfET  REVIEW. 

Eggs. —  Eggs  are  plenty,  and  the  market  is 
easy,  quotations  being  about  the  same  as  two 
weeks  ago.  Under  the  influence  of  the  hot 
weather,  however,  more  eggs  are  coming 
defective  than  heretofore,  and  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  receipts  will  grade  high 
enough  to  command  the  top  quotation ;  but 
plenty  of  fair  eggs  are  offered  at  9  to  10c.  per 
dozen.  The  stock  in  cold  storage  is  now 
06,000  cases  against  40,000  at  the  same  time 
last  year. 

We  quote :  Fancy  nearby,  14  to  16c. ;  west- 
ern, lOJc. ;  eastern  fresh,  11  to  12c. 

NewY'ork:  Dealers  are  complaining  about 
the  difficulty  in  securing  stock  suitable  foi-  the 
best  trade,  most  of  the  usually  fine  marks 
showing  signs  of  heat.  Most  of  the  dealers 
say  that  they  can  secure  the  best  stock  avail- 
able at  lOic. 

Poultry  and  Game. —  Trade  is  rather 
slow.  There  is  a  fair  demand  for  native  hens, 
aud  will  be  for  a  few  days  in  anticipation  of 
the  holiday  the  30th.  A  few  western  broilers 
have  been  received,  aud  they  are  quoted  at  25 
cents.   Western  iced  fowls  are  lower. 

We  quote :  Western  turkeys  iced,  11  to  13c. 
New  England  chickens,  14  to  15g.  ;  New  Eng- 
land fowls,  12  to  14c. ;  western  iced  fowls,  8  to 
9c.  Geese,  9  to  10c.  Ducks,  20  to  25c. 
Squabs,  $2  to  $2.50  doz.  Pigeons,  $1.50  per 
doz.  Quail,  $2.25  to  $2.75  per  doz.  Grouse, 
$1.75  to  $2.25  per  pair.   Broilers,  30c. 


Likes  It  Best. 


Of  all  poultry  journals  published  I  appreciate 
yours  most.  For  years  I  have  personally  sub- 
scribed to  nearly  all  the  leading  papers,  but 
was  in  the  beginning  prejudiced  against  Farm- 
Poultry  by  another  breeder,  previous  to  hav- 
ing seen  a  copy.  While  in  Rhode  Island 
last  December,  with  Mr.  Cushman,  he  spoke 
so  highly  of  F.-P.  that  I  ordered  it,  and  now 
read  it  almost  exclusively.  No  man  breeding 
poultry  —  only  one  yard,  even  —  can  afford  to 
miss  a  single  copy.  I  now  have  allsixvolumes 
of  it.  Very  truly, 

F.  E.  Hege, 

Manager  Poultry  Division  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  Raleig:h,  N.  C. 


AN  IRISHMAN'S  REASON. 

A  ijroup  of  Kentucky  farmers  were  discussing 
fences.  One  only,  defended  a  ralctiet  device,  all  the 
others  preferred  "the  Page."  Each  in  turn  gave  his 
reasons,  a  son  of  the  "ould  sod"  last.  "Begorra"! 
said  he.  "I'd  rayther  hev  a  cow  that'lcoom  up  hersilf 
than  be  goin  afther  her  twice  a  day." 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 


Decker's  Incubator  Thermometer. 

By  Mail  Sl.OO. 
DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BAl^DS, 

for  poultry  ;mil  piv'funs,  25  els.  per  doz. ;  40cts.  for  two 
dii/.;  si.'-''>  pi  i' Iniii'lri'il.  Throe  vears  in  use.  Adopted 
by  pniiln  v  assoriai ions.  Sonil  forcirculargivingpar- 
tlculari  aiul  filowiii^'  li-stiiiii.iiials. 

W.  J.  DECKER  Hi  CO..  Cresshill,  N.  J. 

AWAY  UP  IN 

the  air  the  cirrent  is  strong  and 
powerful.   We  have  the  mill  that 
will  utilize  it  to  best  advantage, 
and  our  four  cornered  double 
braced  steel  tower  will  hold  i 
there.  P  e  r  £  e  c  1 1  y  galvanized., 
Many  sizes.  Only  one  qualitv— 
THE  BEST.   Tanks.  Sheller.^, 
Cutters.  Pumps.  Hoise  Powers..fe'\ 
AVrite  fori llustr't'd catalogue, FREE 
CHALLENGE  WIND  fVIILL  &  FEED  MILL... 
BATAVIA,  ILLINOIS.  JSo.  32  Hiver  btreet, 

Hard  to  Part 

WITH 

THOSE  FINE  BREEDERS, 

but  tlu-v  iiiitst  move  as  I  have  nearly  2000  young  piish- 
iuK  for  their  places.  Your  price  is  miue.  Effgs  stmaiu- 
der  of  season  SI  per 

 J.  E.  STEYEXSON,  Columbus,  N.  J. 

WE  CAN  SELL 

A  few  egiis  for  liatehiuyuow  from  our  best  yards  at 
S2perl3;  also  eags  for  praolical  purposes  at  SI  per 
13— S.  C.  lirowu  aud  White  Leghorns,  Barred  and 
White  Plymouth  Rocks  ami  Silver  \\yaucloties. 
Stock  for  sale.  E.  C.  POKTKlt, 
 Chatlwioks.N.  Y. 

THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  > 

117  designs  and  plans  of  poultry  houses,  coops,  fcm-os, 
roosts,  nest  hoxes.  feed  troujrlis  and  otiiernecessai'ies 
for  the  poultry  yard,  with  practical  information  uu 
their  coustructiou.   Price  25  cents.  Address 

H.  A.  KUHNS,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Hawkins  and  Bradley  Bros  ■ 
strains,  only  two  removes  from 
first  prize  winners  at  New 
York  aud  Boston,  18f)4 -''^h. 
Hatchinff  eg;^s  from  125  first 
class  breeders;,  the  cream  otSW^O 
thoronjrhbreds,  hatched  by  nie 
In  1894- ';J5.  Grand  shape,  size, 
markinjis,  and  jrreat  producers 
of  brown  e^^rs.  Eg^!:s  S1.50  per 
13;  S2.50  per  26;  SG  per  100.  My  stock  is  vi^rorous. 
Each  flock  lias  an  open  scratcliing:  shed  pen,  and  the 
best  care.  I  also  breed  C.  I.  Games,  Lif^ht  Brahmas 
and  Pekin  Ducks. 

CHAN.  E.  DAVIS,  Warner,  N.  H. 


Tlii>  l)ook 


1776  FARM. 


LRTHAM'S  B.  P.  ROCKS. 

Choice  brecdinis:  yearlino^s  for  sale.  Eg^'s  for  hatch- 
ing; forreniainrlerof  the  season,  S1.50  perl.">;  S2.''itper 
30.  Send  stamp  for  new  catalojiue.  all  about  niy  poul- 
try, le^  bands,  chicken  markers,  mash  trowels^  etc. 

C.  H.  I.ATHAM,  Lancaster,  Mass. 


SAVE 


A 


DOLLAR 


By  buying  now.   Some  of  the  best  sloek  in  tlie  coun- 
try can  be  obtained  al  prices  tliat  "  ill  surprise  you. 
CZCk  PRIZES   at   Boston  and 
0«7    New  York,  1896,  on  S.  C. 
Br.  Leghorns,  Bar'd  Ply.  Rocks. 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS, 

Box  401,  WALTHAM,  MA.S.S. 

WM.  ELLEKTBEIGHT.rrop.        A.  C.  SMITH,  Supt. 


1SC>« 


Kx^S.  K  M  -  POU  L T  K'  Y 


F.niTED  BY  THOMAS  AVRIGIIT. 


Water. 

V\>  sre  frequently  i-m11«\1  ujKni  for  our 
jul vice  ami. exi>erieni-e  coiK-eniiii!:  the  proper 
feeil  ami  niethols  in  fee<liii!T.  but  seldom  do 
we  rousider  (he  suhje^-t  of  water;  ami  yet  the 
li<|Uid  our  hinis  consume  plays  a  srreater  part 
iu  health  and  vii:or  than  we  may  l>e  aware  of. 

l'ii.'e\>us  drink  l>y  usiiinitioH,  and  ex;H'ri- 
em-e  the  souse  of  thirst  frequently  and 
sever»ly.  Water  serveil  to  pissvns  should 
ahvajs  lie  limpiil,  and  iu  this  i-onsiJeration 
j>erhaps  we  may  realize  the  folly  of  man  in 
his  impnideut  use  of  ii-e  wat»'r.  To  siive  a 
squealer  seven  days  olil  ii-e  water  would  i-er- 
taiuly  tiive  disease,  if  not  death.  Waleri:i\en 
to  pigeon"  should  always  l«e  fresh  and  pun', 
and  puuip  water  is  the  most  advisable,  thoui;h 
not  within  the  nai  h  of  all.  In  eons«Hiuem-e 
of  chalky  substances  which  well  water  often 
mnUiins,  pi^retins  enjoy  it.  Water  that  has 
•  •een  ^landin^  any  len^h  of  time  must  never 
be  irivcn,  as  it  too  s^mhi  Ik'coiucs  stairnant. 
When  in  this  conditinn  various  kinds  of 
onninic  matter  are  containeil,  more  or  less  in 
a  state  of  corruption.  In  summer  the  water 
should  l>e  renewed  at  least  twice  each  day, 
anil  at  each  lime  of  chanfrins;,  ve.<is»'ls  well 
w  ashed  out.  We  know  it  is  not  possible  for 
all  to  so  closely  follow  this  plan  ;  but  we  have 
seen  water  in  ciK«p.-  where  the  proprietor  had 
employment  at  home,  that  fn>m  standint;  was 
«-over»d  with  s<-uni.  and  the  jioor  birds  com- 
pelletl  to  drink  it.  It  is  needless  to  add  we 
also  saw  a.-  many  dead  squabs  as  !U|Uabs 
alive,  and  all  in  a  very  unhealthy  state. 

Water  of  even  the  pure>t  nature  (Kissesses 
impurities,  and  from  the  moment  it  is  poured 
into  a  vessel  commences  to  depo>it  a  slimy 
seiliment  at  the  l>ottom,  and  this  deposit,  if 
freely  accumulated,  induces  irrejrularities  of 
tlie  lK)wels.  often  resulting  in  looseness  and 
finally  tenninatin:;  in  death. 

Cast  iron  drinkini:  vessels  are  at  times  most 
advisable,  as  iron  enriches  the  blood  and  aids 
its  cin  ulation ;  but  must  not  lie  used  at  all 
times,  or  the  diseases  we  have  to  combat  are 
verlii:o,  (mejirims)  and  apoplexy,  owing  to 
blood  liecomini^  too  rii  h. 

/inc  vessels  should  never  lie  used,  4s  the 
oxygen  coulaincd  in  the  water  decomposes 
the  zinc,  and  to  a  certain  extent  poisons  the 
wat<T,  and  if  continued  would  practically 
poison  our  birds. 

In  view  of  the  apparent  advantages  and 
disadvantages  conceniing  drink  for  pigeons, 
may  we  not  add  that  during  the  hot  weather 
especial  care  be  given  this  subject.  AVater  is 
certainly  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  birds 
need  not  sutfer,  as  they  frequently  have  to, 
for  the  want  of  a  fresh  supply.  In  using  the 
liath  pan,  always  provide  shade  if  only  by  a 
few  lioards.  from  the  blazing  heat  of  the  sun. 
It  is  so  little  for  us  to  do,  and  adds  so  much  to 
the  comfort  of  our  birds,  and  far  more  to  our 
credit  and  to  our  pocketbook  —  and  what 
greater  disgrace  is  there  than  to  see  our  help- 
less pigeons,  often  confined,  drinking  and 
bathing  in  water  polluted  with  excrement, 
and  green  from  a  negligent  collection  of 
matter,  the  result  of  neglect  and  filth,  and 
generally  a  very  fair  illu»tration  of  the  habits 
of  the  man  upon  whose  premises  such  disgrace 
mav  l>e  found. 


Visitors  of  the  Sabbath  I>ay. 
Again  we  have  to  speak  of  the  callers  on 
Sundays.  It  is  strange  people  who  can  as 
well  call  on  other  days  in  the  w  eek  if  they  .«o 
choose,  will  repeatedly  come  here  .Sundays,  and 
want  to  see  our  birds.  Only  recently  a  car- 
riage stopped  at  our  gate,  and  the  occupant 
got  out,  told  a  long  story,  had  driven  a  long 
■way,  etc.,  only  to  be  refused.  Are  our  friends 
iinwilling  we  >hould  observe  .•^uuday  as  a  day 
of  reat?   We  were  brought  up  from  <  hildhood 


to  do  no  manner  of  work,  an<l  as  far  as  wc 
couKl  we  have  always  clung  to  those  teach- 
ings, aud  we  ino>t  sincerely  trust  those  who 
are  willing  to  accept  our  advice  for  their  bene- 
fit for  week  day  work— will  also  aid  us  in 
showing  proper  respect  to  the  Sabbath,  by 
callin>;  upon  any  day  but  Sunday,  when  we 
ar»"  always  gla«l  to  show  our  >tock  and  aid  the 
en<|uirer  to  the  full  extent  of  our  aliility— but 
please  let  us  have  one  day  of  vest. 


More  Rules  for  Klyers. 

1st.  -Vhvays  diet  pigeons  before  flying 
them.  Tea.-,  wheat,  and  bread  are  the  best 
fomls  for  binls  requiring  muscle. 

IJemove  all  salt  from  loft:  it  incre.i.scs 
thirst  on  the  journey,  which  the  subject  may 
stop  to  <|uench. 

3d.  Never  interfere  with  the  allcctionate 
devotions  of  a  bird  intended  to  be  llowu.  such 
as  changing  the  nest  boxes,  etc. 

4th.  On  the  return  of  a  bird  frt>m  even  the 
shortest  jouniey.  always  feed  it.  It  is  an 
inducement  for  an  extra  etl'ort  to  regain  its 
loft. 

.")th.  Your  birds,  if  intended  for  a  race, 
shoultl  l>e  attended  to  and  handled  by  one  and 
the  same  person,  causing  a  better  acciuaintance 
during  the  tenn  of  work. 

t>th.  I>o  not  make  any  change  at  trap  or 
bob  wires  during  absence  of  birds:  they  nolicc 
the  slightest  change,  and  wc  have  hail  many  a 
gootl  bird  alight,  but  dared  not  go  in  just 
through  this. 

7th.  When  awaiting  the  arrival  of  birds  in 
loft,  absolute  quiet  must  be  observeil,  so  that 
birds  inside  may  not  be  disturbcil,  as  any 
unusual  commotion  will  keep  the  arrival  out- 
side conjecturing. 

8th.  If  a  bird  has  acquired  a  habit  of  loiti  r- 
ing  on  the  roof  after  arrival,  he  may  be 
induced  to  enter  at  once  by  taking  a  hen  about 
to  lay.  or  a  cock  driving, and  loosing  from  the 
hand,  the  bird  so  loosed  will  at  once  enter,and 
the  arrival  fullow  the  example. 


IJrave  Birds. 

>Ir.  Editor:— l"pon  reading  your  remarks 
upon  "  SUiy  at  Homes,"  I  was  reminded  of  an 
experience  with  .some  of  my  binls.  and  think- 
ing it  might  interest  some  of  your  readers,  I 
give  it : 

During  the  night  of  October  ITtli  last,  my 
place  got  on  fire  and  many  of  my  birds 
smothered.  .Some  thirty  or  forty  pairs  escaped, 
and  found  refuge  upon  the  roofs  of  neighbor- 
ing buildings,  anil  as  my  loft  was  on  fcmrth 
story,  and  fire  had  not  reached  there,  only 
filled  it  with  smoke,  they  returned  next  morn- 
ing, and  went  to  work  as  though  nothing 
had  happened ;  but  about  a  week  afterward 
on  going  to  feed  them  I  found  it  entirely 
empty,  thieves  had  visited  it  during  the  niglit> 
and  taken  every  bird — but  as  the  old  adage 
goes,  "  You  can  lead  a  horse  to  water,  but  you 
can't  make  him  drink"  —  so  with  a  good 
Homer,  you  can  coop  them  up,  but  when  lib- 
erty is  afforded  you  can't  make  them  stay. 
My  birds  are  now  coming  home  again.  Who- 
ever stole  them  is  letting  them  out,  and  ten 
pairs  have  already  returned,  and  I  am  satis- 
fied nearly  all  will  come  back  when  they  get 
their  liberty. 

Moral. — If  you  want  birds  that  will  stick  to 
you,  get  good  Homers,  regardless  of  price. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  H.  E.  K. 

Shake,  brother,  we  agree  with  you.  We 
once  sent  a  Homer  eighteen  miles  to  be  lib- 
erated, and  the  intended  liberator  wrote, 
"  Blue  bird,  No.  174  dead  in  box  on  arrival."' 
Four  years  afterward  dead  Blue  bird  No.  174 
returned  to  us,  demonstrating  the  faithfulness 
of  a  dumb  creature,  and  the  mean  villainy  of 
one  of  those  noble  specimens  of  the  higher 
order  called  man. 


Questions  and  Answers. 

Books  and  Lee  Bands. 

Mr.  Editor;—!  hait  oiic  pair  i>f  ti:>:s  fortT-ei^ihi 
hours  overdue;  ilu'y  were  sliglilly  pipped,  but  no 
signs  ot  tlie  birds  cnniiug  tmt,  so  I  took  a  plu  aud 
aldi'd  the  shell  In  bieakiug,  and  I  have  two  healthy 
binis  front  this  experiment. 

1st.  I  want  some  leg  bauds;  who  shall  I  send  to? 

2»1.   Hiiw  should  they  be  put  on  ? 

;h1.  What  book  or  periodical  shouUI  I  read,  and 
»  here  can  I  get  tbeui  ? 

4th.  I>id  I  do  right  iu  aiding  the  hatch  of  my  eggs> 
aiul  if  I  had  not  what  wcuild  have  been  the  result? 

Stan>Vlck,  X.  ,1.  n.  M. 

l.st.  See  ads.  of  ilitleient  parties  in  our 
columns. 

2d.  If  seamless,  hold  squealer  in  left  h;ind 
on  its  back,  pressing  toes  together:  the  band 
slips  over  very  e;isily  at  about  six  days  old.  If 
open  band,  it  can  be  pressed  together  around 
the  leg  at  any  time. 

od.  We  consider  "Wright's  Practical  Pig- 
eon Keeper"  the  best  for  the  money,  luul 
remarkably  good  as  f:ir  as  it  goes —  to  be  pro- 
cured at  the  ollice  of  F.-P.  for  $1.75. 

4th.  Yes,  your  object  was  all  right  —  but 
use  some  other  instrument  than  a  pin  in  future ; 
a  tooth  pick  is  bettor.  The  young  would  liiive 
died,  the  shell  and  moinbrano  having  from 
exposure  become  hard  and  dry. 


I'rice  of  lloiiierg. 

.Mr.  Etiitor; — 1st.  I  have  anaiM|iiaint:inocw]io  breeds 
pigeons,  and  who  says  the  best  of  sciiiab  breeding 
Homers  can  be  botight  for  tifly  or  se%  enty-live  cents 
lier  pair,  t^an  they.  If  worth  keeping? 

How  much  protlt  per  year  can  a  ni:ni  make  after 
uuderst.mdlug  habits,  etc.,  on  live  hundred  pairs? 

2d.  If  a  building  Is  covered  on  the  outside  with 
Nepouset  rooting,  aud  generally  tight,  shouhl  it  be 
slieatheilon  inside,  iiiid  an  air  space  left? 

Newton  Lower  Falls,  Mass.  W.  I,.  M. 

1st.  A  man  with  five  hundred  pairs  of  ,\  1 
breeding  Homers,  :ifter  his  knowledge  is  per- 
fect, can  make  at  least  live  hundred  doll;irs, 
and  wc  know  men  who  are  making  eight  hun- 
dred on  about  the  same  number  of  birds  ;  but 
all  depends  upon  the  stock.  Breeders  tit  7.'")c. 
per  piiir  have  no  doubt  done  this,  but  will 
never  do  it  again,  hence  the  low  price.  We 
are  iu  touch  with  ne;irly  all  dealers  iu  pigeons, 
aud  know  full  well  what  we  are  talking  about. 
We  know  men  who  are  selling  Iloniors  ;it  fifty 
cents  per  pair.  Those  same  men  will  pay  far 
more  for  birds  worth  it.  Pigeons,  like  broad- 
cloth, sell  Jiccording  to  their  quality,  and  the 
best  are  seldom  oti'ercd  at  the  lowest  figures. 

2d.  A  house  nmde  of  iiiatclied  boards  ;ind 
covered  with  Neiionsot  roofing  would  bo  warm 
enough;  but  we  believe  in  sheathing  inside 
walls  with  p;ipcr. 


Young  Die. 

Mr.  Editor:  — 'What  causes  droppings  ot  pigeons 
to  be  slimy  and  Ihln,  causing  young  to  die? 

Lncan,  Pa.  s.  k.  L. 

The  ciuises  are  numerous.  St.ignant  water, 
want  of  grit,  new  grain,  colds,  aud  more  fre- 
quently lice. 


Will  They  Mate? 

Mr.  Editor: —  Will  you  please  inform  a  reader  if 
Homers  w  ill  nuile  with  common  pigeons. 

X.  Berw  ick,  Me.  H.  X'.  B. 

Yes,  if  obliged  to;  but  they  are  apt  to  be 
ashamed  of  it. 


Tumblers, 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Arc  lic.l  Tumblers  good  birds  for 
squab  breeding? 

•>il.  How  many  could  be  kept  In  house  10x10— 7fl 
higli? 

.3d.  At  what  age  are  squabs  In  best  condition  for 
the  market?  C.  A.  P 

Barry,  111. 

1st.   Tumblers  are  no  use  for  market  squab 
breeding. 
2d.   Twenty-five  pairs. 
3d.    About  four  weeks  old. 


HOMINO  PIGEONS,  per  pair.  $l..'',0:wliitc,$.S  per 
pa"'-   S.  M.  UKACH.  .Seym.. nr.  Ct. 

AGKNTS  wanted  attheQcAKEH  City  Poi  LTitY 
AND  PioKOx  Farm.  Telford,  I'a.   Write  for  terms. 

30  VARIETIES  PouHrv;  1.^  Pigeons.  Birds  for 
salechi-ap.  Eggs  $1  per  l.'i.  4n.  for  flue  catalogue. 
(.'ircular  free.  .1.  D.  SoliPER,  Telfonl.  Pa. 

FOU  SALK,  HOMING  PIGEONS. 

From  record  stock.   All  birds  with  seamless  |.  ii„i 
A.  E.  BOOTH, 
Buzzards  Bav,  Mass. 


HOMERS. 

Mated  for  flying  or  Sipiab  breeding,  $1  and  $2  pair. 
U....ks  on  Hreediiig  aud  Training,  i'.cts.  Monev  In 
s,|ii,il.s,2(icts.  (stamps.)  Leg  lialuls.  Pedigree  blanks, 
Kiil.l.er  slamiis,  ("lie.ii.  pige..n  hooks  and  papers. 
Cat.  fiee.  F.  L.  H(  uil'l  l;.  M^,ii..ii  li.,  Baltimore,  .Md. 

RUNTS. 

At  the  late  maujuioth  Boston  Show,  where  1250 
Pigeons  were  on  exhibition,  1  showed  three  birds  in 
the  class  for  "best  cross  to  produce  table  squabs," 
ami  won  Ist.'Jil,  an.i  prizes. 

Dr.  W.  U.  KKXU.AI.I..  .Atlantic,  MasB. 

HO>l  KKS.-VVell  l.re.l  binls  at  r<-a«..n:.l.le  prices. 
M.l:.  l;l"l:l.lN(,.VMK,-.'iiO  Sn.ilh  St.,  Pr..vidence,  U.I. 

G.  R.  BAYLK,       HuceSl.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

^FF  LEGHORN. 

Prices  of  Eggs  Reduced. 

We  shall  sell  no  more  e.i;gs  atlei'  this  season.  Eggs 
after  .lune  H'th  from  our  best  variis  at  S;j  j.er  1.); 
per::ii;  $;  ].er  4.5.  Eggs  fron'i  hens  mateil  for  laying 
purposes  ..h.ne  at  very  low  rales  bv  the  100.  A  tine 
lot  I.I  111  ceiling  birds  for  sale  cheap  in  lots  to  suit. 
'2c.  slaniji  for  catalogue. 

 AUG.  D.  AKXOLD,  Dillsbnrg,  Pa. 

SILVER  WYANDOTTES 

EXCLUSIVELY. 

11  years  <'xpiMience  in  mating  and  bree.ling  this 
variety.   We  have  size,  line  l;u'ing,  good  wing  bars 
and  silver  hackle  and  sadille.   stock  for  sale  at  all 
times.   Eggs  $2  for  i:i;  $5  for  40,  from  our  best* 
selected  birds.   Elegant  circuhir  free. 

HENRY  STEINMESCH,  .Sutter,  Mo. 


fORK.UlN'^HEASLV 


r 

JURNS 
QCRANK 
I  /au-im 


SILVER  FINISH" 


Fencing 


^"^^r^'^  Poultry 


Worth 


Twice  the  Price  of  Any 
Other  Brand. 

PRICES  UOI.I.S  Vi\  FT.  LONG. 

I'i  Is  ^4  30  3(;  4,S  00  72 
Sin.  No.  20  .."jO  .7.5  $1.00  $1.2;.  $1.60  $2.00  $2.50  S:;.(io 
2  in.  No.  20  .60  .90  1.20  l.CO  1.8.0  2.40  3.00  :i.llO 
lin.  No.  20  $1.4.5  $2.20  2.90  3.60  4.40  .5.90  7.40  S.90 
Discount  on  .5  rolls,  .5  per  cent.  Freight  allowed, 
40c.  per  100  lbs.  All  other  styles.  Catalogue  tiee. 

RICHARD  H.  YOOG, 
l.ilai-  lli'.lgc.  Westboroiigli,  Mass. 

.Sure  Cure  at  home, 
(sealed)  b..ok  free. 
Dr.  W.  S.  RICE.  Box 
437,  Smitliville,  N.  Y. 


RUPTUR 


Winners  at  Boston. 

S.  C.  W.  LEGHORNS 

won  every  1st  and  2d  prize  but  one  in  the  hands  ol  my- 
self and  patrons.  Farm-Poultrv  for  one  year  with 
all  orders  for  eggs  in  June  and  Julv.   ?;ggs  $2  per  15: 
$3. .50  per  :iO:  $5  per  4.5.  .send  for  eir. 
J.  H.  WOODHEAD,  Box  2^?G.  Leicester,  Mass. 


JOUARTF.K  OF  CENTURY  OI.D. 


FAY'S  MANILIM 

ROOF1NG,% 


No  Kt'ST  nor  RATTLE.  OutloMs  tin  or  iron 
A  Durable  .'substitute  lur  Plaster  on  wall.s. 
Water  Proof  ^^hcntbiug  of  same  material,  the 
beet  and  cheapest  in  tbe  market.  Write  for  samplds  Ac 
The  t  il  JUAMLLA  UUOFISU  CO.,  CAMl>tAV<-J' 

Price  of  Eggs 
REDUCED. 

We  win  sell  eggs  from  Buff,  \\h\le  and  Barreil 
Plymouth  Rocks,  liall'  and  White  Legliorns,  Knll' 
Cochins,  Bnfl'  Wyandottes  and  White  Wonders  at 
$1.2J)  per  13,  $3  per  40.  Also  (iolden  Sebright.  Bull', 
Black  and  White  Cocldn  liantaiu  at  $2  per  13;  or  $.5 
per  40,  it  some  of  three  varieties  are  taken.  W  ill  s))are 
a  few  from  Bearded  Buff  Polish  Bantams  at  $5  for  13. 

ROWLAND  G.  BCFFINTON, 
Box  677.  Fall  River.  Slass. 


on,  $1  a  pair. 
Box  16. 


HOMING   AND  OTHER   PIGEONS  FOR 
S.ILE  OR  EXCHANGE. 

My  Homing  blood  comprises  some  of  the  most  n  li- 
able  strains  in  the  world.  Birds  w  itli  records  from  '.Hi 
to  600  miles.  Parties  wanting  thorongblv  good  sloeu'  it 
fair  prices  can  rely  upon  mv  stud  of  breeders-  ils,, 
other  bir.ls  ..ii  ban.l  f..r  s:,ie  :,t  all  times.  Circu'lir  for 
2c.  stainp.  II. .111111-  1  iL'i-..iis  in  exchange  for  goo.l 
laying  f.. wis.  .  f„,  silting  fr.uu  perfect  Black 
Langshaus  and  I.,  liralimas.  $2  per  13 

THOS.  WUIGHT,  Medlord,  Mass. 


r ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
OUR   MAMMOTH    BUDGET  J 

/\LL  FOR  P<^P"lar  Sonprs.  words  and  music.  ^ 

/>s  r-  rvi  -T-cr    25  Portraits  Faiiious  Actn-sses,  For-  Y 
IU  lo  traits  all  i'resiUeutsiheL'.S.,ir  Com-  x 

ploto  Sttiries,  tV>  Tricks  in  Ma<;ic,  6t>  Amusing  ExjH'ri-  ♦ 
lu-iite,  (H  i'uzzles,  i\)  illustrated  Kcbuscs,  lOl  Vuniiv  ^ 
Ootmudruins,  62  Parlor  Games,  324  JoUv  Jokes  atill  ^ 
i'umiy  St*>ries.  loo  Money-Making  Secrvts."  IW  Cooking  ? 
ili'cipes,  22  Toilet  Recipes,  25o  Selections  lor  Autograph  T 
Alburns,  l^over's  Telegraph,  15  Versions  of  l.ove    All  ▼ 
■  the  above  by  mail,  Kroe,  to  any  one  sending  Ten  ♦ 
.  <-ent«  for  Three  MoiithH*  subscription  to  our  ^ 
,  Big  Storv  Paper.    Six  subscriptions,  with  all  thi-  above  T 
free  t  o  ^.n-h.  sent  for. V)  eents.    This  jrnat  ofler  U  J 
'  to  intnuluce  our  paper  into  new  honu"-*.    ^.j.'i  -  •  :  -    .  ♦ 
►  guarautttd.    You  get  all  the  above  for  Teu  ^ 
Address  SOCIAL'  VISITOR.  Dept.  A,  Boston.  Mass  ▲ 
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Price,  One  I>ollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
Six  months  50  Cents. 
Single  Copies  Five  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free. 

Add  for  postage  to  foreign  countries,  4S  Cents  extra 
to  yearly,  and  24  Cents  to  six  montlis  subscription  rate. 

Kemit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  money  order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps,  in  registered  letter 
BON'T  SEND  SMAXL  CHECKS  ; 
We  have  to  pay  exchange  to  cash  them. 
Address  all  Ie//ers,  and  mal:e  all  payments  payable 
to   I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  Custom  House  Si.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Green  Wrapper 


AVhen    \'oii  Heceive 

UM-POUI.TRY  ic  a  Ureen 
upper  your  subscription 
Therefore  please  semi  cash 


ends  with  that  issue. 
$1.00  to  renew  —  for  — 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
lime  for  wliich  it  is  paid  lias  expired;  so  that  to  avoid 
rnissin^^  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  with  you, 
and  we  will  send  the  paper  to  the  three  parties  a  full 
year  all  for  S'2.50,  cash  or  stumps,  if  all  seat  at  onetime. 

Change  in  Address— When  ordering  a  change  in 
tlie  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  a^  tlieir  pre|,ent  address,  or  we  cannot 
make  tlie  change;  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  "Wanted  in  every  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  seat  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 
Fourteen  X.ines  in  every  Inch  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 

rUSCOUNTS  FROM  ABOVE  KATE  depend 
entirely  upon  the  amount  of  space  used  liy  an  adver- 
tiser within  a  stated  time.  Rate  card  furnished  to  any 
advertiser  on  aj^plication.   Send  for  Kate  Card, 

Copyrig.ht  — 1896,  by  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co, 

Enfei-ed  at  (he  Posi-Office 
at  Bost07i,  Afass.,  as  seco7id-class  matler. 


EDITORIAL. 

House  Plans. 

It  is  the  season  of  building  again,  and  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  scratching  shed 
house  plans  in  Ma)'  1st,  '95,  F.-P.  We  have 
puWished  many  house  plans  in  this  paper,  first 
and  last,  and  have  studied  the  "house  problem'' 
from  mau3'  difi'erent  points  of  view,  and  say 
unhesitatingly  that  the  scratching  shed  plan  is 
the  best  we  have  ever  seen. 

We  would  advise  any  one  contemplating 
building  to  send  five  cents  ,to  this  office  for 
that  May  1st,  ('95)  number,  and  study  those 
plans.  Plans  ot  the  yards  and  fences  were 
given  in  the  August  1st,  '95,  F.-P. 

A  Handsome  Pamphlet. 

We  are  favored  by  I).  Lincoln  Orr,  secretary, 
with  the  "  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  at  its  twentieth 
annual  session,  Washington,  D.  C,  Feb'y  15, 
1S0I3." 

We  published  a  summary  of  the  proceedings 
with  our  report  of  the  Washington  show, 
hence  need  not  consider  the  report  in  detail ; 
but  we  do  desire  to  congratulate  Bro.  Orr 
upon  the  tastefully  printed  and  handsomely 
bound  pamphlet  which  he  has  made  of  it.  It 
is  by  all  odds  the  best  printed  report  the  Asso- 
ciation has  ever  sent  out,  and  as  it  bears  the 
imprint  of  the  Poultry  Montlily  print  the 
credit  for  the  good  work  in  that  line  should 
be  given  to  the  Monthly. 

Meat  Meal  and  Cut  Bone. 

We  reprint,  on  page  212,  the  report  of  some 
motVcst  experiments  with  meat  meals  and  cut 
bone,  made  at  the  Hatch  Experiment  Station, 
and  just  received  in  the  thirty-third  annual 
report  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, Amherst,  Jlass. 

Ths  expei-imeut  is  interesting,  and  although 
not  wholly  conclusive,  indicates  the  superior- 
ity of  the  commercial  meat  meals  to  cut  bone. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  that  the 
Messrs.  AVeber  are  reported  (page  210)  as 
having  abandoned  the  use  of  meat  meal,  and 
giving  their  patronage  to  beef  scraps. 

(Jarefully  conducted  and  conclusive  experi- 
ments along  these  lines  would  be  of  incalcula- 
ble value  to  poultrymen. 


This  Paper  is  Stopped. 

We  ought  to  again  remind  our  readers  that 
Farm-Poultry  stops  coming  to  them  upon 
the  expiration  of  their  subscription.  We  make 
this  reminder  again  because  we  frequentlj' 
receive  complaints  (two  in  today's  mail),  that 
parties  haven't  received  the  last  two  or  three 
numbers,  and  on  looking  it  up  we  find  that 
the  subscription  has  expired.  We  notify  the 
subscriber  of  the  expiration  of  his  subscription 
by  sending  the  last  number  in  a  green  wrapper, 
and  a  renewal  blank  order  inside,  which  tells 
him  the  subscription  has  expired,  and  inviting 
him  to  renew.  If  he  fails  to  renew  we  accept 
it  as  evidence  that  he  does  not  want  the  paper, 
hence  it  is  stopped. 

We  believe  the  best  good  of  all  is  promoted 
by  this  busiuess-Iike  method  of  conducting  a 
paper.  The  paper  is  not  then  carrying  a  lot 
of  "  dead  wood  "  on  its  list  and  having  to  spend 
much  time  and  postage  stamps  in  trying  to 
collect  the  bills ;  and  the  subscriber,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  not  bothered  by  receiving  a 
paper  he  doesn't  want,  and  being  frequently 
dunned  for  the  pay  for  a  paper  he  didn'torder 
sent  him. 

In  other  words,  everyone  receiving  Farai- 
PouLTRY  is  a  live  subscriber;  has  paid  for 
the  paper  because  he  wants  it;  and  when  he 
has  signified  by  not  renewing  his  subscription 
that  he  no  longer  wants  it,  it  stops. 

If  you  have  failed  to  receive  the  numbers 
of  Farm-Poultry  of  late  bethink  you  if  jour 
subscription  isn't  run  out.  Didn't  you  notice 
the  green  wrapper? 

Good  News  from  North  Carolina. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  F.  E. 
Hege,  who  has  recently  accepted  the  position  of 
poultry  manager  at  the  North  Carolina  Exper- 
iment Station,  (Raleigh,  N.  C),  enclosing  a 
"  preliminary  bulletin,"  which  is,  as  he  says, 
"  written  in  plain  English,  to  suit  the  ordi- 
nary farmer,  and  yet  our  fanciers  will  under- 
stand its  purport,  I  hope." 

The  preliminary  bulletin  is  entitled,  "Why 
Not  Improve  Your  Poultry,"  and  the  intro- 
duction says : 

"  The  object  of  the  Poultry  Division  which 
has  recently  been  established  by  the  Experi- 
ment Station,  is  to  place  the  poultry  industry 
of  the  state  on  a  paying  basis.  All  of  the 
work  to  be  undertaken  will  have  this  for  its 
final  object.  A  poultry  manager  of  large 
experience  (Mr.  F.  E.  Hege,  recently  of  New- 
bern,  N".  C.)  has  Ijeeu  secured,  whovvill  devote 
his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  work  which 
is  briefly  outlined  in  this  bulletin,  which  is 
but  preliminary  to  a  more  complete  publica- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  poultry  raising. 

Regarding  the  present  condition  of  the 
industry  in  this  state,  if  plain  words  be  said, 
it  is  only  with  the  view  of  awakening  our 
people  to  the  need  of  improvement.  So  little 
money  outlay  is  required  that  there  is  no  valid 
reason  why  poultry  raising  should  not  be 
increased  a  hundred  fold  in  the  near  future. 
If  it  is  done  in  a  rational  way,  and  carried  on 
in  a  careful  and  systematic  riianner,  the  result 
cannot  fail  to  be  remunerative.  With  this 
aim  in  view,  the  work  of  the  Poultry  Division 
is  commenced.  We  have  little  doubt  but  that 
it  will  have  the  cordial  appreciation  and  sup- 
port of  all  who  desire  to  add  another  paying 
industry  to  the  farm." 

This  has  the  right  ring  to  it,  and  we  con- 
gratulate the  people  of  North  Carolina  that 
their  Experiment  Station  managers  are  awake 
to  the  gre.at  and  rapidly  growing  importance 
of  the  poultry  industry.  They  have  a  splen- 
did opportunity ! 

But,  where  is  the  great  state  of  Massachu- 
setts? 

A  Hint  to  the  Experiment  Stations. 

Mr.  Mapes  comes  pretty  close  to  the  point 
when  he  says  that  no  one  seems  to  know  just 
what  to  suggest  as  an  ideal  balanced  ration  for 
a  hen.  Before  starting  to  prepare  these  notes 
on  "  feeding  a  hen,"  we  read  any  number  of 
articles  on  poultry  feeding,  and  concluded 
that  all  we  could  safely  do  would  be  to  sug- 
gest, and  urge  poultry  keepers  to  experiment 
and  observe.  It  has  taken  years  and  years  to 
work  out  the  facts  that  form  the  basis  for  our 
cattle  feeding,  and  even  now  it  must  Ije 
admitted  that  the  science  is  but  in  its  infancy. 
What  we  need  in  this  country,  is  a  careful  and 
conscientious  experiment  with  feeding  poul- 
try. It  should  run  through  several  years,  and 
give  ns  data  to  settle  some  of  the  pointed 
questions  that  have  been  brought  out  under 
"primer  science."  We  will  guarantee  that 
the  experiment  station  that  takes  up  this 
matter  in  a  business-like  way,  can  make  itself 
the  most  popular  institution  of  the  sort  in  this 
country.— Bural  New  Yorker. 


Advextising  Pointers . 

It  would  be  an  interesting  bit  of  information 
to  the  other  advertisers  to  learn  what  the  "  H- 
O "  Co.  pay  for  the  space  they  are  using  in 
some  of  the  poultry  journals.  Their  advertis- 
ing agent  ofl'ered  us  just  about  one-third  our 
regular  rate.  They  did  not  get  the  space,  and 
we  got  no  contract;  but  our  other  advertisers 
can  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they 
are  buying  their  goods  just  as  cheap  as  their 
neighbor  ts.  There  seems  to  be  an  idea  rattling 
around  in  some  people's  heads  that  because  a 
journal  is  only  a  poultry  journal,  space  is 
worthless,  or  worth  only  what  it  may  bring  at* 
auction.  It  may  be  so  in  some  cases,  but  not 
in  the  dlonthly's.  Advertising  space  is  worth 
what  we  ask  for  it;  the  value  is  as  staple  as 
the  value  of  wheat  and  corn ;  it  is  our  stock  in 
trade,  and  is  not  being  sold  at  a  Baxter  street 
"  fire  sale."  If  we  were  advertising  in  any 
journal  and  found  out  that  our  next  neighbor 
on  the  page  was  getting  space  for  less  money 
than  we  were,  we  would  demand  the  same 
price  or  quit.  Suppose  all  advertisers  learned 
of  the  cut  rate,  how  quick  the  publisher  would 
have  worse  than  a  hornet's  nest  about  his  ears, 
and  how  his  income  would  shrink  !  If  a  pub- 
lisher has  no  faith  in  the  value  of  his  advertis- 
ing space,  but  lets  "  Tom,  Dick  and  the  D  " 

make  the  price,  he  probably  gets  all  the  space 
is  worth,  if  he  gets  anything  at  all.  If  the 
owner  don't  value  a  thing,  it  is  probably  worth 
nothing.  We  want  business  —  all  we  can  get; 
but  we  never  yet  bid  for  it  with  a  cut  rate  for 
advertising  space.  We  believe  it  is  only  deal- 
ing AoMes?/;/ with  our  present  advertisers  not 
to  undersell  to  strangers. —  Poultry  Monthly 
for  May. 

As  Farm-Poultry  is  one  of  the  poultry 
journals  in  which  the  "  H-O"  Co.  is  advertis- 
ing, it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  us  to  say 
that  the  ■' H-O  "  Co.  pays  our  regular  adver- 
tised rate  for  its  space,  precisely  the  same  rate 
that  is  paid  by  every  other  advertiser  taking 
the  same  amount  of  space.  If  the  "  H-O  "  Co., 
or  any  other  reputable  company  or  firm  or 
individual  advertiser,  uses  three  hundred 
lines  of  space  in  Farm-Poultry  within  one 
year  of  time  of  signing  the  advertising  con- 
tract, they  get  the  three  hundred  line  discount, 
and  no  one  advertiser  gets  a  lower  rate  than 
another  who  uses  the  same  amount  of  space. 
All  of  which  is  our  way  of  saying  that  Farm- 
Poultry  is  managed  by  business  men  upon 
business  principles. 

There  are  poultry  papers,  however,  that  are 
run  upon  the  "get  what  we  can  "  plan,  hence 
the  hints  of  the  Monthly  that  there  is  cutting 
of  rates,  are  justified.  We  heard  of  a  case  of  a 
poultry  paper  (or  a  "  so-called  "  poultry 
paper),  in  which  a  breeder  had  a  half  page 
space,  for  which  he  paid  f  50  a  year.  Not  feel- 
ing entirely  satisfied  that  he  was  getting  his 
money's  worth  in  orders,  he  wrote  the  pub- 
lisher that  he  didn't  care  to  continue  the  ad. 
another  year,  as  it  didn't  pay,  whereupon  the 
publisher  cut  the  price  in  half,  and  told  the 
customer  he  could  have  the  same  half-page 
for  $25  a  year.  Are  know  of  another  case, 
where  a  "  till  forbid  "  ad.  was  ordered  stopped 
as  the  customer  didn't  like  the  course  the 
paper  was  taking  He  immediately  received 
an  oft'er  to  carry  the  ad.  at  about  half  the 
former  rate,  and  upon  declining  that  ofler  and 
sending  a  written  notice  to  stop  the  ad.,  he 
received  a  whining  letter,  begging  to  be 
allowed  to  keep  the  ad.  running  for  a  while, 
until  the  space  could  be  sold  to  someone  else, 
"  as  the  'moral  effect'  of  stopping  it  would 
be  unfortunate  for  the  paper."! 

We  know  of  another  case,  of  a  breeder  who 
was  solicited  to  advertise  in  a  new  paper  that 
was  al)Out  being  started,  and  on  declining  to 
give  an  order  was  begged  to  allow  his  ad.  to 
be  carried,  without  paying  anything  whatever, 
as  his  ad.  in  the  paper  would  influence  others 
to  advertise.  We  have  the  statement  from  one 
large  advertiser,  who  advertises  in  a  number 
of  poultry  papers,  that  some  of  them  he  pays 
nothing  to,  "  they  keep  the  ad.  in  because  it 
will  influence  others,"  and  Farm-Poultry 
has  at  times  been  approached  by  men  who 
have  said  "  You  can  aft'ord  to  carry  my  ad.  at 
a  less  price,  because  if  my  ad.  is  in  your  paper 
others  will  put  theirs  in  ! " 

It  is  such  "  low-down  "  methods  as  these 
that  make  some  of  the  poultry  papers  (and 
some  of  the  agricultural  papers,  also),  a 
by-word  and  reproach  among  reputable 
advertisers;  and  the  advertising  agent  of  the 
"  II-O"  Co.  was  justified  in  supposing  that  he 
could  get  space  in  the  Monthly  at  iibout  one- 
third  the  regular  rate  because  he  gets  it  from 
many  of  the  poultry  and  agricultural  papers 
at  his  own  price.  He  will  know  better  next 
time,  and  when  he  knows  the  poultry  papers 
better  he  will  know  that  the  Mo7ithly  is  woTtix 
the  price  it  asks  for  its  space,  and  that  some 


of  the  papers  are  dear  at  any  price,  are  worth 
just  nothing  at  all ! 

Is  there  a  l  emedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the 
Monthly  complains?  It  is  obvious  that  the 
rate  cutters,  the  papers  that  take  advertising 
at  any  price  that  is  offered  them,  or  even 
carry  an  ad.  for  nothing  because  it  may 
influence  some  other  advertiser  to  come  in — 
it  is  obvious  that  such  papers  not  only  cheapen 
themselves  but"  cheapen  "  all  the  other  papers, 
"cheapen"  the  business  they  misrepresent, 
and  a  straightforward  expose  of  their  methods, 
•showing  them  up  for  the  frauds  and  humbugs 
that  they  are,  would  have  a  beneficial  influence, 
would  aid  in  restoring  public  confidence  in 
the  integrity  of  the  poultry  and  agricultural 
papers. 

Another  step  in  the  right  direction  would 
be  for  the  reputable  papers  to  refuse  to  "club" 
with,  or  in  any  way  associate  with,  the  rate 
cutters,  with  the  papers  that  are  doing  so 
much  to  discredit  the  poultry  business.  We 
know  very  well  that  this  suggestion  will  draw 
forth  an  outcry  from  some  of  the  little 
"  so-calleds  "  that  are  hit  by  it;  but  if  the  best 
good  of  the  poultry  interest  is  fostered  by 
ostracizing  them,  never  mind  their  outcry. 
The  best  good  of  the  poultry  interest  as  a 
whole  should  be  the  end  aimed  at,  no  matter 
who  is  hurt. 


A  Few  Compliments. 

Enjoys  it  Thoroughly. 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  Farm-Poultry 
for  a  year,  and  enjoy  it  thoroughly,  although 
I  have  not  had  a  chicken  on  my  place. 

Columbia,  Pa.  W.  L.  I). 

New  York  Show  Report. 

Allow  me  to  compliment  you  on  your  good 
repoi  t  of  the  New  York  show,  in  February 
15th  Farm-Poultry.         Geo.  R.  Park. 

Strattbrd,  Pa. 

A  Valuable  Addition. 

Your  Poultry  Symposium  I  consider  a  val- 
uable additien  to  Farm-Poultry. 
Salisbury,  Md.  J.  N. 

liOts  of  Good  Reading. 

There  is  a  lot  of  good  reading  in  Farm- 
Poultry,  and  so  much  to  leain  from  it.  I 
wish  it  was  weekly.  G.  M.  B. 

Stratford,  Conn. 

Enjoyed  It  Greatly. 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  Farm-Poultry 
ever  since  you  sent  me  a  sample  copy  about  a 
year  ago.  Have  enjoyed  it  greatly,  and  owe 
success  to  its  teachings,  as  I  knew  nothing 
about  hens  before  last  year.  Mrs.  D. 

Hingham,  Mass. 

Sold  All  He  Can  Spare. 

Messrs.  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co. — Gentlemen : 
Your  bill  rec'd,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  enclos- 
ing check  in  payment. 

My  past  season  with  you  has  been  very  sat- 
isfactory, much  more  so  than  any  previous 
year  that  I  have  used  your  paper,  when  I  had 
more  space.  The  call  from  you  has  been  for 
the  best  class  of  birds  at  good  prices. 

You  will  have  to  discontinue  the  ad.  for  a 
short  time,  as  I  have  sold  all  I  can  deliver  this 
season.  I  expect,  however,  to  be  with  you 
soon  again.   Respectfully  yours, 

C.  E.  Howell. 

Elmira,  N.  Y.,  May  IC,  1S9C. 

Good  Practical  Information. 

Nothing  would  please  me  better  than  to 
personally  congratulate  you  upon  the  valuable 
journal  you  are  giving  us  for  a  great  big  dol- 
lar. I  know  the  ambitious  beginner  can  get 
more  good  practical  information  from  its 
impartial  columns  than  from  any  other  poultry 
paper  published  in  these  United  Slates. 
Farm-Poultry  is  the  beginner's  stepping 
stone  to  health,  wealth  and  happiness. 

S.  Amboy,  N.  Y.  "       C.  S. 

Is  Sold  Out. 

Farm-Poultry,  Boston,— Please  discon- 
tinue for  the  present  my  ads.  in  Breeders' 
department, headed  "White  Wyandottes"  and 
"  Silver  Wyandottes,"  and  send  me  statement 
to  date. 

This  is  the  first  break  in  ray  advertising  with 
you  iorfour  and  one-half  years,  and  is  made 
.solely  Ijecause  I  will  have  nothing  to  sell  till 
fall.  Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn. 

Wellesley  Hills,  Mass.,  May  18,  '96. 
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ANSWERS  TO  Correspondents. 


QuestioDS  Briefly  Answer^. 


[A»T  of  th*  Dumbfrs  of  FARSi-rot  LTRY  r»'forr«?J 
to  Nrk>w,  wUl  br  supplieU  at  the  rate  of  five  ci^uts 
•Kb.) 


Pheasant  Eggs.  {J.  H.  S..reiiiisylvaut."i) : 
Four  weeks  are  requireil  to  batch  pbea.-iaut 

(.APOXiziNG.  —  (J.  D.  N'.,  Connecticut): 
For  tw  enty-live  cents  we  will  send  a  book  on 
oaponizing. 

Keepdcg  Eggs.— (R.  G.  R..  Kentucky): 
Heus'  eggs  for  batching  should  not  be  kept 
over  three  weeks. 

Crop  Bocxd.— (C.  L.  T..  Massachusetts) : 
For  article  on  crop  bound,  see  p:ige  171,  May 
1st  issue. 

KaFTIK  Corn.— ( L.  A.  R..l)liio):  Nearly 
all  >eed  men  sell  Kaffir  corn.  Write  theiu  for 
prices. 

CJRiT.— (W.  L.  R.. Massachusetts) :  Pounded 
earthen  ware  makes  reasonably  good  grit. 
Oyster  shells  are  too  soft. 

GiKiD  Breei>S.— (T.  R.  C.  N'e«-  Jersey): 
Either  the  Plyiuoulb  Rock  or  Wyaudottes  are 
good  general  purpose  fowls. 

Egg  Eating.— (R.  O.  R.,  Kentucky) :  You 
will  find  an  article  on  egg-eating  bens  in  this 
Issue. 

March  PfLl,KT8.— (F.  A.  F..  Massachu- 
setts) :  Lang>ban  and  Plymouth  Rock  pullets, 
batcbeil  in  March,  are  likely  to  moult  in  fall. 

Pratt's  Fooi>— (R.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) :  As 
we  never  used  Pratt's  poultry  food,  we  can 
give  no  opinion  of  it. 

Mati.ng  Rocks.— (H.  S.  M..  In<liaiia): 
Xearly  all  breeders  of  B:irred  Plymouth 
Rocks  use  lighter  colored  males  tbao  females, 
in  mating. 

Lice.  (R.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) :  See  our  calen- 
dar fur  June,  in  lastissueof  F.\rm-Poui.ti{Y, 
for  directions  for  fighting  lice. 

Sawdust.— (R.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) :  Never 
use  «awdust  in  the  ben  house.  Hens  are  apt 
to  get  it  packeil  in  their  crops. 

Rock-Brahma  Cross.— (L.  L.  M..  Minne- 
80t.n  :  The  cro^s  of  Plymoulb  Kock  on  Light 
Bralima  is  an  excellent  one  for  both  broilers 
and  roasters. 

Feeding  Chicks.— (R.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) : 
For  ilireitions  for  feeding  chicks,  see  our 
Symposium  department  in  both  April  15tb 
and  May  15th  issues  of  Fahm-Pol'LTRY. 

Eggs  FOR  Hatching.— (H.  S.  M.,  Indiana) : 
Two  dollars  per  silting  is  a  fair  price  for  eggs 
for  hatching  from  g^od  stock.  Fifteen  eggs 
are  now  generally  considered  a  sitting. 

Fattening  Grain.— (AV.  L.  R.,  Ma.ssa- 
chusetts)  :  Wheat  middlings  lias  I.i.6  per  cent 
protein,  and  4.0  per  cent  fat.  Corn  meal  bas 
9.2  per  cent  protein,  and  3.8  per  cent  fat. 

Egg  Withix  an  Egg.— (G.  W.  M.,  Ohio) : 
You  will  find  a  nural>erof  such  cases  reported 
in  recent  issues  of  FaRM-Pol-ltry.  They 
are  all  traceable  to  an  overfat  condition. 

Capital  Required.- (L.  R.  D.,  New 
York) :  How  to  start  the  poultry  business 
with  a  limited  capital,  is  carefully  explained 
in  the  new  book,  "A  Living  From  Poultry," 
by  Michael  K.  Boyer.  We  will  send  it  for 
tweiitj-five  cents. 

Leghorn-Wvandottes.— (H.  S.  C,  Mas- 
sachusetts) :  A  cross  of  Leghorn  on  Wyan- 
dotte would  be  better  than  Wyandotte  on 
Leghorn.  The  egg  would  be  more  or  less 
white  in  color.  Pure  AVliite  Wyandottes 
make  better  broilers  than  the  cross. 

Books  for  Beginners.  —  (J.  G.,  New 
York) :  For  fifty  cents  we  will  send  the  two 
books,  "  Profitable  Poultry  Farming,"  and 

A  Living  from  Poultry."  These  will  answer 
fully  the  very  questions  that  come  up  to  those 
making  a  start. 

Meat  Meal.— (P.  C,  California) :  We  do 
not  know  bow  to  make  meat  meal,  such  as  is 
commercially  sold.  But  a  good  bone  mill  to 
cut  green  bone  would  be  valuable,  and  would 
be  serving,  practically,  the  same  purpose. 


Why  Wa*  He  Waiting  ? 

Mr.  Editor;  — I  was  much  aiuused  by  E.  F.  C.*3 
doubts  ablaut  tlie  "niouey  in  Hits  luislness"  lu  tlie 
Fowl  Hits  column  of  May  1st  F.-P..  but  one  state- 
ment he  UKilies  lias  liauutotl  me  not  a  little.  It  is: 

"  While  waiting;  for  the  ejtgs  to  pip  ou  Maroli 
twenty-three." 

\Vl»y  was  he  wailing  ftir  the  epgs  to  pip?-"  Why 
didn't  he  g\>  about  his  worlc,  and  leave  the  egifs  to 
pip  when  they  got  good  and  ready?  .\s  I  understand 
managing  ineuttators,  it  isn't  necessary  to  stand 
walchlnir  them  to  see  if  tlie  eggs  are  beginning  to  pip 
—ami,  in  fact,  1  lielieve  the  less  we  bother  the  inou- 
liators  lor  hens)  the  better.  A\*liat  is  your  opinion? 

Weston,  Mass.  B.  E.  L. 

The  point  is  well  taken,  and  we  are  obliged 
to  confess  that  we  cannot  see  why  '■  partner 
Jim  and  me"  were  waiting  for  the  eggs  to 
pip.  It  is  not  our  way  of  handling  our  incu- 
bators, and.  in  fact,  we  think  all  of  the  experi- 
enced incubator  operators  let  the  inacbines 
alone  excepting  at  the  regular  hours  for  turn- 
ing the  eggs  and  trimming  the  lamps.  On  our 
farm  the  eggs  are  turned  every  night  and 
morning,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  machines  arc  not 
opened  between  the  morning  and  evening 
visits,  although  the  lamps  are  trimmed  at  the 
most  convenient  time  of  the  afternoon,  usually 
about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon. 

Wheu  the  eggs  begin  to  pip  they  are  put  in 
shape  for  hatching,  the  maihiiie  is  shut  up 
and  let  alone.  We  don't  feverishly  watch  the 
eggs  to  see  if  they  are  beginning  to  pip.  If 
we  find,  when  we  open  the  machine  to  pull 
out  the  trays  for  turning  the  eggs,  that  Ihey 
have  begun  to  pip.  we  put  in  the  moisture 
pans  0(  it  is  intended  to  put  in  any),  close 
the  doors  and  leave  it,  usually  for  twelve 
hours  or  thereabouts.  Some  Incubators  have 
batching  trays,  to  which  it  is  necessary  to 
move  the  eggs  when  they  begin  to  pip  — but 
it  isn't  necessary  to  "watch  the  eggs"  in 
order  to  transfer  them  instantly  the  first  pip 
shows  Itself;  at  the  next  time  for  turning  will 
be  all  right. 


Dead  in  the  Shell. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  a  iW-egg  incubator  with  eight 
moisture  pans  below  the  egg  chamber.  It  Is  the 
Olentangy,  not  lniprove<l.  At  the  time  of  hatching 
I  have  twenty-five  or  more  dead  eliickeiis.  What  Is 
thecause?  J-S. 

Bryan.  Ohio. 

We  can  hardly  answer  this;  probably  too 
much  moisture  is  given.  As  we  do  not  know 
the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  room 
where  the  incubator  is  run.  we  cannot  for  a 
certainty  even  guess  what  is  the  matter.  By 
"dead  chickens,''  we  presume  our  corre- 
spondent means  dead  In  the  shell,  so  w-e  will 
give  a  few  of  the  reasons  for  such  : 

Hens  too  fat;  eggs  too  old;  inbred  stock; 
underfed  stock;  eggs  get  chilled;  too  much 
moisture;  impure  air  in  room;  improper  ven- 
tilation; too  low  temperature ;  too  high  tem- 
perature; small  air  cells  in  eggs;  diseased 
breeding  stock ;  impure  air  in  incubator;  too 
large  air  cells  in  eggs;  too  much  dampness  in 
cellar;  egg  chamber  too  dry  when  batching. 


Breeds  and  Crosites. 

Mr.  Editor:— What  advantages  do  Boff  Leghorns 
possess  over  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  ?  Do  they 
lay  better?  Are  their  eggs  larger?  Are  they  equally 
hardy  ?  Are  they  larger  in  size,  and  better  for  a  table 
fowl  ? 

2d.  Would  a  cross  of  Indian  Game  male  on  either 
Buff  or  Brown  Leghorns  produce  a  good  table  fowl? 
Would  any  other  male  be  belter  to  cross  with  Leg- 
horns to  produce  good  table  fowls? 

3*1.  Would  a  scrub  rooster  running  with  thorough- 
bred hens  impair  their  laying  qualities? 

4th.  How  soon  after  mating  can  you  be  sure  of 
eggs  being  true  to  mated  birds,  and  free  from  any 
taint  of  impregnation  by  former  male  birds? 

6th.  Which  Is  the  best  and  quickest  maturing  breed 
to  raise  for  table  purposes  ? 

6th.  How  do  Red  Caps  compare  witli  Leghorns  for 
laying,  table  qualities,  and  hardiness?  F.  E.  L. 

Mesilla  Park.  N.  M. 

While  the  Buff  Leghorns  are  excellent  lay- 
ers, we  doubt  if  they  will,  as  a  breed,  average 
with  the  Brown  Leghorns.  Their  eggs  are 
somewhat  larger  tluin  the  Browns',  and  we 
believe  the  birds  are  equally  hardy.  In  size, 
too,  they  are  larger  than  the  average  sized 
Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorn,  but  no  better 
for  table  purposes.  In  fact,  none  of  the  Leg- 
horn family  are  adapted  to  till  the  meat  bill. 
They  are  the  heavy  layers,  and  built  almost 
exclusively  for  that  purpose. 

2d.  Under  no  circumstances  should  we 
cross  the  male  of  a  heavy  breed  upon  the 
females  of  a  lighter  weight.  There  would  be 
no  practical  use  in  crossing  Indian  Game  on 
Leghorn  for  table  qualities;  nor  would  any- 
thing be  gained  by  using  the  males  of  any 
other  breed.    The  Leghorns,  as  we  have 


alre.idy  said,  are  not  desirable  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a  table  cross.  It  would  be  betler  to 
use  Leghorn  ou  Indian  Game  hens. 

3d.  Mating  a  scrub  rooster  to  thorough- 
bred hens  would  not  impair  the  laying  of  the 
bens  mated  to  him.  but  it  would  lower  the 
qualities  of  the  offspring. 

4th.  Mr.  Felch  says  that  ten  days  after 
mating  all  traces  of  former  matings  should  be 
wiped  out. 

oil).  Men  who  have  made  the  breeds  a  study 
for  nnu'ket  poultry,  adopt  the  White  Wyan- 
dotte for  broilers,  and  the  Light  Brahmas  for 
roasting  fowls.  The  Black  Langsbans  make 
good  roasliug  fowls,  but  their  white  skin  is  a 
detriment  in  the  average  American  market. 
The  I'lynioiith  Rock  is  not  very  well  favored 
where  artiticial  methods  are  employed, 
although  on  the  farm  where  there  is  free 
range,  and  not  too  much  fattening  food  given 
while  growing,  they  are  more  valuable. 

6th.  Red  Caps  are  better  table  fowls  than 
the  Leghorns,  but  the  latter  lead  in  egg  pro- 
duction. In  hardiness,  we  should  think,  they 
are  about  alike. 

White  Hollnnil  Turkeys. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Please  inform  me  what  should  be  the 
weight  of  Willie  Holland  turkeys,  male  and  female, 
at  nine  months  of  age?  Also,  how  many  eggs  will  a 
White  Holland  turkey  lay  in  the  course  of  the 
season  ?  A.  1. 

Mentor.  Ohio. 

At  nine  months  of  age  the  male  turkey 
should  weigh  about  sixteen  pounds;  female 
ten  pounds.  The  hen  will  lay  from  twenty 
to  forty  eggs  in  a  season,  according  to  man- 
agement. 


Plenty  of  Kooiii  for  More  Farms. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  1  bouglil  my  farm  of  eighty  acres,  In 
this  section.  It  is  mostly  a  southeast  slope,  with 
plenty  of  water.  I  bought  it  Intending  to  go  Into  the 
egg  business.  My  reason  for  coming  back  here  was 
because  1  did  not  have  enough  money  to  get  a  start  in 
the  business  nearer  any  of  the  larger  towns  or  clUes 
of  the  state,  and  no  way  of  getting  a  living  while 
starting.  Nt»w  1  have  my  place  and  stock  nearly 
paid  for,  and  :uii  just  about  getting  a  living. 

The  questions  I  would  like  to  have  you  answer  are, 
am  I  too  far  out  of  the  worhl  to  make  a  success  of 
poultry  alone?  lam  twelve  miles  from  Greeuliehl, 
and  seven  miles  to  the  nearest  railroad  station.  Are 
the  west  and  south  going  lo  drive  us  New  Eng- 
laiulers  out  of  poultry  altogether?  Your  marktrt 
report,  wUli  Mr.  Felcli's  article  In  March  15lli  issue 
makes  me  think  so.  G.  E.  McC. 

Ailamsvllle,  Mass. 

We  believe  it  was  Daniel  Webster  who  said, 
when  asked  if  there  was  any  encouragement 
for  a  young  lawyer,  "  Y'oung  man,  there  is 
always  room  on  top."  We  can  apply  the  same 
sentiment  to  poultry  farming.  No  matter 
bow  many  farms  there  may  be  in  the  country, 
no  matter  where  the  best  may  be  located, 
there  is  always  room  for  first-class  ranches. 
There  are  good  markets,  north,  south,  east 
and  west  —  and  no  poulterer  should  fail  to 
study  carefully  what  are  the  needs  of  his  mar- 
ket, and  the  best  way  of  catering  to  it.  We 
have  known  farms  lo  fail  that  were  within 
driving  di>tance  of  New  York  city,  and  knew 
them  to  flourish  one  hundred  miles  away  from 
the  market  they  were  supplying. 

If  our  correspondent  keeps  a  horse,  seven 
miles  from  railroad  would  be  no  drawback 
whatever.  In  southern  New  Jersey,  before 
the  railroads  entered  the  section  occupied  by 
the  berry  growers,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
farmers  to  cart  their  crops  thirty  miles  to 
reach  the  Philadelphia  market.  But  they 
stuck  to  it,  and  soon  the  industry  grew  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  railroads  studied  the 
farmers'  convenience  when  they  built  their 
lines.  The  berry  men  had  grit;  and  that  is 
what  poulterers  must  have  if  they  wish  to 
succeed. 


Get  Rid  of  the  Males. 

Mr.  Eilitor;— Is  it  wise  to  separate  the  male  birds 
f  r()m  the  hens  after  the  breeding  season  is  over?  Will 
the  hens  lay  as  well?  K.  E.  C. 

Emmetsburg,  Iowa. 

Yes,  it  is  much  better.  The  hens  will  lay 
6e«er  without  the  bother  ("  worriment")  of 
a  male,  and  the  eggs  will  keep  better. 

The  eggs  will  keep  much  better.  The  male 
germ  (the  germ  of  life),  is  the  germ  of  decay, 
and  it  is  that  male  element  that  causes  the 
rotting  of  eggs.  This  is  particularly  true  in 
summer,  when  the  thermometer  is  up  to 
ninety  degrees  or  thereabouts.  The  germ  in 
a  fertilized  egg  will  begin  to  grow  in  a  few- 
hours  exposure  to  a  temperature  of  ninety, 
then  a  drop  in  temperature  kills  the  germ,  and 
the  egg  at  once  begins  to  rot.  That  is  a  point 
little  understood  by  a  great  many,  who  wonder 
why  so  many  partly  incubated  eggs  are  sent 


to  market.  The  explanation  is  they  are 
"started"  by  the  beat  of  summer  while 
stored,  or  while  in  a  hot  express  car  on  the 
road.  Get  a  car  load  of  eggs  well  heated 
through  by  standing  on  a  siding  in  the  hot 
sun,  and  a!!  the  fertilized  eggs  in  that  car  will 
begin  to  develop ;  then,  when  they  reach  the 
commission  merchant  they  are  half-rotten 
and  have  to  be  thrown  away. 

It  is  the  males  that  do  it.  Get  rid  of  the 
males  as  soon  as  possible. 

See  "  About  Preserving  Eggs,"  page  227. 


Good  Sign  of  Overfat. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  at  niy  place  of  business  a  large 
fresh  lot  of  about  three  acres,  wliicli  has  never  been 
used  before,  and  this  spring  have  placed  a  flock  of 
forty-sl.\liead  of  poultry  there,  and  they  are  flourish- 
ing. 

Now  I  would  like  your  :idvlce  on  one  point.  These 
hens  get  plenty  to  eat  from  this  gi'ound.  part  of  it 
being  in  grass  and  p:irt  in  gritty  soil.  But  my  man 
who  attends  to  the  stock  for  me  insists  on  their  being 
fed  three  times  a  day,  in  spite  of  my  protests  to  the 
contrary.  I  now  notice  that  quite  frequently  we  get 
a  small  pigeon  egg,  which  you  say  is  a  sigu  that  the 
hens  are  too  fat. 

Now  should  these  hens,  with  a  large  fresh  run,  be 
fed  a  gre:il  deal  ?  J.  L.  G. 

Louisville,  Ky. 

As  a  rule,  when  hens  drop  pigeon-sized 
eggs,  they  are  too  fat.  Some  writers  also 
claim  other  causes  for  the  appearance  of  these 
unatural  sized  eggs,  but  the  writer  has  never 
had  a  case,  nor  had  one  come  under  bis 
notice,  that  could  be  traced  to  an  overfat  con- 
dition. 

When  fowls  have  a  good  range,  in  which 
they  call  secure  plenty  of  grass,  bugs,  etc.,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  feed  oflener  than  once  a 
day,  and  that  at  night.  Then  the  food  should 
be  whole  wheat,  alternated  with  oats.  When 
fed  too  heavily,  fowls  become  lazy,  and  this 
laziness  makes  them  inactive,  consequently 
they  take  no  exercise.  When  deprived  of 
this  needed  exercise  the  food  does  not 
properly  digest,  and  at  the  same  time  it  turns 
into  fat. 

There  are  two  conditions  that  must  be 
avoided  :  one  is  overfeeding,  and  the  other  is 
underfeeding.  Twelve  cases  of  the  former 
are  reported  to  one  of  the  latter.  Overfat  not 
only  gives  us  ill-shaped,  double-yolked,  and 
thin-shelled  eggs,  but  it  also  invites  such 
disease  as  indigestion,  apoplexy,  epilepsy, 
vertigo,  etc.  Eggs  from  too  fat  hens  are 
generally  infertile.  The  amount  and  quality 
of  food  must  alw:iys  be  measured  by  the 
conditions  in  which  the  fowls  are  placed. 


To  .Sell  the  Manure. 

Mr.  Editor:- Where  can  I  tiiul  a  market  for  my 
poultry  manure?  I  have  heard  of  jioultry  manure 
being  wanted,  but  do  uot  know  of  any  market  for  it. 
Can  you  lielp  me?  J,  G. 

Goffstown,  N.  H. 

Tanners  buy  poultry  manure  to  use  in  the 
process  of  tanning,  paying,  we  think,  about  a 
dollar  a  barrel  for  it;  but  we  would  think  any 
one  who  bad  land  to  use  it  on  would  be  very 
foolish  indeed  to  sell  it  at  that  low  price,  as  it 
is  worth  double  that  as  a  fertilizer,  especially 
for  top  dressing  grass  land. 

Another  drawback  is  that  the  tanners  want 
the  clear  stuff —  don't  want  any  loam,  plaster, 
etc.,  mi.xed  with  it  —  hence  it  is  impossible  to 
use  any  absorbent  on  the  roost  platforms,  and 
they  become  saturated  with  the  urine,  become 
extremely  repulsive,  giving  oft'  th;it  foul  odor 
which  is  so  oflTensive,  and  is,  also,  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  fowls. 

We  believe  the  not  having  absorbents  spread 
over  the  roost  platforms  will  lower  the  healthy 
tone  of  the  fowls,  and  shrink  the  profits  more 
than  the  price  received  for  the  manure;  hence 
believe  it  is  "  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish  " 
to  keep  the  manure  clean  for  tanners'  use. 
See  "  Building  Up  a  Farm,"  page  216. 

pooooooooooo 

8   GRAY  HAIR  8 

pooooooooooo 

px'  "My  wife  lia.s  been  using 
Acer's  Hair  Vigor  for  the  past 
five  years.     It  has  restored 


her  hair  from  gray  to  its  uat- 
ural  color,  keeps  it  glossy,  aud 
prevents  it  from  falling  outi"  O 
L.  P.  Barrows,  M.  D.,  Syca-  /~~) 
amore,  HI.  VX' 
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Food  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Ivi  ymn- ;.rl  i.-li,  "Fcerlinfr  Chick- 
ens for  Lrrowth."  what  (In  >  tm  iiK-aii  !)>■  ct>avsest  oat- 
meal— natnieal  in  flalces,  sueli  as  Quaker  rolled  oatS, 
or  sliii|)ly  ^'l  oiiinl  oats? 

2(1.   W  hat  is  theobjectiontoground  oals— thehulls? 

3d.  Could  it  not  be  fed  in  a  mash,  and  do  as  well  as 
flaked  oats? 

4th.  Isn't  there  some  nietho'd  of  feeding  for  grwwth 
that  does  n<it  rcijuire  so  much  running?  I  have  to 
5-ard  theohicl;s  iinlil  tlie  farm  crops  are.well  sl.nrled, 
on  account  "f  llie  liawks.  Isn't  three  feeds  a  day 
enough  wlicre  lliey  are  yarded  on  fresh  grass? 

West  Tisbury,  Mass.  B.  M.  P. 

1st.  By '"coarsest  oatmeal,"'  we  mean  (be 
coai'sest  commercial  oatmeal,  just  such  as  is 
used  as  a  breakfast  cei-eal  in  many  households. 
We  Iniy  the  "C"  grade,  made  by  the  Si^hu- 
maker  Milliiii;  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio,  and  it  is 
simply  oat  meats  cut  in  two  or  three  pieces  by 
sharp  knives.  "Whole  oat  meats  ("groats," 
they  are  called  in  England)  are  very  good; 
but  for  young  chicks  we  pi-efertbe  ciit  oat- 
meal. 

2d.  Yes.  The  hulls  would  be  the  objection, 
a  very  great  objection,  to  ground  oats,  as  the 
bull  is  a  hard,  woody  fibre.  We  use  some 
ground  oats  in  our  food  for  fowls,  but  the 
hull  is  too  hard  for  the  little  chicks  to  work 
up. 

3d.  We  do  not  understand  this.  Do  you 
mean  fed  in  a  mash  to  young  chicks?  If  so, 
you  have  your  answer  above. 

4th.  Much  depends  upon  the  object  in 
view.  We  liave  always  believed  that  what 
was  worth  doing  at  all  was  worth  doing  well. 
It  is  well  (will  do  fairly  well)  to  feed  chicks 
three  times  a  day ;  but  will  do  better  to  feed 
five  or  six  times  a  day,  because  ii  will  pro- 
duce better  results,  induce  better  growth. 
Nature's  way  is  for  a  chicken  to  be  feeding 
all  day  long,  a  seed  here,  a  bug  or  worm  there, 
etc.,  and  as  a  chick  has  but  a  tiny  crop  and 
gizzard  frequent  feedings  are  the  best.  We 
want  to  induce  good  growth  and  quick  matur- 
ity in  our  chicks,  so  feed  five  times  a  day  till 
they  are  about  six  weeks  old,  then  four  times 
a  day  till  the  cockerels  go  to  market  and  the 
pullets  are  about  ready  to  lay.  See  "  Not  All 
in  the  Egg,"  page  211. 


i:ufr  Wyaiulottes. 

Mr.  Editor :  — M'liat  crosses  were  used  to  produce 
the  liuiT  \\'yand()ttes  V  lluw  du  11  icy  compare  in  size, 
egg  production,  tinit  size  of  eggs,  to  the  Golden  or 
AVhite  Wyandotles  ?  J.  F.  C. 

Cooperstow  n,  . 

There  have  been  several  crosses  to  produce 
the  Buff  Wyandottes,  as,  for  instance,  the 
White  Wyandottes  and  Bull'  Cochins;  the 
White  Wyandottes  and  the  Golden  Wyan- 
dottes; and  the  use  of  the  faded  out  Golden 
Wyandottes,  continually  using  the  light  l)uft 
specimens.  It  would  be  hard  to  tell  all  the 
crosses  until  all  the  experimenters  shall  have 
reported.  In  some  cases  the  light  specimens 
from  the  Golden  Wyandottes  have  been  mated 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Reds.  In  fact,  many 
of  these  rose  comb  buffs,  with  dark  tails, 
sprung  from  the  Rhode  Island  Reds. 

They  lay  lai-ger,  dtirker  colored  eggs  than 
the  Goldens  or  Whites.  Mr.  Pelch  says  they 
really  have  but  a  very  small  per  cent  of  the 
original  Wyandotte  blood  in  them.  They 
sport  the  name,  but  are  far  from  a  Wyan- 
dotte in  blood. 

Mr.  Felch  further  says  that  the  But!  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  are  the  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
extractions  of  Ihe  Buflf  Shanghais  and  native 
stock  of  that  state.  In  other  strains  they  are 
the  cross  of  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Buff  Coch- 
ins; also  White  Plymouth  Rocks  and  cross- 
bred Buff  Cochins  ar.d  Bhode  Island  Reds. 
Neither  can  as  yet  be  said  to  be  completely 
bred  so  that  sixty  per  cent  of  their  progeny 
can  be  called  first-class  in  color. 


Turkeys  Have  Cliicken  Pox. 

Mr.  Editor :_My  turkeys  arc  being  troubled  with 
what  I  fancy  is  roup,  but  you  will  know  Iho  disease 
from  the  following; 

Head  aLul  eyes  covered  witli  pimples,  and  those 
gradually  turn  into  sores.  In  bail  cases  it  comes  out 
Inside  the  Oiroai.  :Liid  completely  blinding  their  eyes, 

Glenfarg,  H.  \\'.  I.  W.  R.  T, 

We  lielieve  the  trouble  to  be  chicken  pox. 
Daily  bathe  the  face  with  castile  soap  antl 
warm  water,  after  which  anoint  with  ctirbo- 
lated  vaseline.  Also  feed  Sheridan's  Condi- 
tion Powder  in  the  morning  mash. 

Chicken  pox  is  not  parlicularly  a  fatal  dis- 
ease, bu.t  it  is  very  apt  to  spread  among  a 
(look,  so  that  the  best  step  to  be  taken  is  to  at 
once  isolate  the  sicli  fowls. 


Fighting  Weasels. 

Mr.  Eaitor:—  How  can  I  get  rid  of  weasels  that  visit 
my  hen  house  ?  C.  L.  T. 

O.xford,  Mass. 

About  the  best  reply  that  we  can  give  to  the 
above  inquiry  is  to  quote  from  H.  B.  Geei's 
book,  "  The  Chicken  Business,''  as  follows  : 

"  Minks  and  weasels  are  two  of  the  very 
worst  enemies  of  domestic  poultry.  They  are 
wanton  destroyers,  and  kill  more  fowls  on 
one  visitation  than  any  other  class  of  var- 
mints. They  are  very  much  alike  in  appear-* 
ance,  but  differ  in  size ;  their  mode  of  destruc- 
tion being  very  much  alike,  however.  They 
come  at  ni^ht,  and  attack  the  fowls  on  the 
roost,  and  as  they  are  small  and  light  in  bwly, 
they  can  be  guarded  against  only  by  a  closely 
built  and  thoroughly  varmint-proof  hen  house. 
In  their  raids  thev  very  se'dom  devour  or 
carry  off  their  victims,  but  simply  suck  the 
blood  from  the  latter  by  inserting  their  small 
sharp  teeth  in  the  neck  or  breast,  and  apply- 
ing their  mouths  to  the  blood-letting  holes. 

"  One  mink  or  weasel  will  kill  as  many  as  a 
dozen  fowls  in  one  night  in  this  way,  and 
leave  them  scattered  about  under  the  roosts, 
with  only  their  life's  blood  gone.  To  trap 
either  of  these  varmints  is  a  difficult  task, 
unless  their  secreting  place  can  be  discovered, 
which  is  usually  a  difficult  matter.  They  have 
never  bothered  us  much,  and  our  experience 
with  them  is  rather  limited.  AVe  have  how- 
ever, known  them  to  be  successfully  gotten 
rid  of  by  baiting  for  them  with  poison.  After 
they  raid  the  hen  house  one  night,  remove  all 
the  fowls  that  are  left  to  a  different  locality  ; 
select  one  and  kill  it  without  letting  it  bleed, 
and  then  inject  a  solution  of  strychnine  pretty 
generally  through  it.  Place  it  in  the  vacated 
quarters  in  a  convenient  place  for  the  var- 
mint, and  if  the  latter  returns  it  is  quite  sure 
to  tackle  the  bait,  and  so  be  easily  poisoned. 
We  have  known  this  plan  to  be  successfully 
worked  on  several  occasions.  The  fowl 
should  be  prepared  late  in  the  evening,  so  as 
to  be  as  fresh  as  possible.  If  the  place  where 
the  varmint  entered  the  hen  house  on  the  first 
visit  is  discovered,  it  is  possible  to  trap  it  by 
secreting  steel  traps  both  inside  and  outside 
of  the  house  at  the  suspected  varmint  hole; 
but  we  believe  the  chicken  bait  to  be  the 
surest  way  to  destroy  minks  and  weasels. 

"  Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  poultry  in 
a  locality  where  there  are  so  many  enemies  of 
the  feathered  tribe  to  contend  with." 

Dropsy  of  the  Feet. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  ten  months  old  cockerel  whose 
claws  on  one  foot  began  to  get  stiff,  then  the  nails  com- 
menced to  fester,  and  the  foot  swelled— and  now  one 
of  the  nails  has  dropped  otf.  He  is  quite  lame,  and  his 
foot  is  badly  swollen.  Can  anything  be  done  for  him  ? 
Another  which  I  sold  to  a  neighbor  when  two  or  three 
months  old,  seems  to  be  getting  a  stiff  claw  in  the 
same  way.  "NV.  -I.  P. 

Barnes,  Pa. 

Dropsy  of  the  feet  is  also  known  by  some 
poultrymen  as  gout,  but  this  is  wrong.  It  is 
simply  a  swelling  of  the  feet  and  toes,  due  to 
a  sluggish  state  of  the  circulation.  Overfeed- 
ing, too  little  exercise,  or  none  at  all,  may  be 
followed  by  dropsy  of  the  feet. 

Give  a  pill,  twice  a  day,  composed  of  half 
grain  colchicura  and  a  grain  of  opium.  Rub 
the  limbs  and  joints  with  sweet  oil.  Mix 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  in  soft  food, 
and  feed  a  little  cooked  meat  and  plenty  of 
green  vegetable  nutriment. 


Constipation  in  Young  Chicles. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  kindly  tell  me  what  is  the 
matter  with  my  chicks?  They  are  Light  ISralimas,  and 
only  two  weeks  old.  I  kept  them  in  lath  cooi"»s,  and 
they  have  been  dieted  according  to  A.  F.  Hunter,  in 
Bradley's  book  of  "Feeding  for  Eggs  and  Growth." 
They  have  grit,  clean  water,  charcoal,  clean  sand  and 
loam  on  the  floor.  Today  I  put  them  out  doors.  Their 
bowels  apparently  protrude ;  they  strain  about  once  a 
minute,  as  for  stool.  Looks  like  constipation  to  one 
not  used  to  poultry.  I  tried  homeopathic  mercurius, 
aconite,  and  last  castor  oil.  The  vent  and  surround- 
ing tissue  pushes  out  fully  three-fourths  inch  every 
time  the  chick  strains.  There  is  some  trace  of  blood, 
good  appetite,  and  they  do  not  seem  weak;  but  they 
die  in  about  two  days.  The  strongest  and  lai'gest  of 
the  litter  were  in  fine  condition  until  Wednesday, 
wlien  two  died  and  three  more  are  sick. 

AV.  Roxbury,  Mass.  L.  E.  H. 

The  protruding  of  the  bowels  is  generally 
due  to  constipation.  Constipation  is  brought 
on  by  lack  of  exercise,  anti  want  of  green 
food.  Increase  the  quantity  of  bran  in  the 
ration  given,  and  add  lettuce  and  onion  tops 
to  the  diet.  Have  them  exercise  either  by 
free  range,  or  by  being  compelled  to  scratch 
among  a  lot  of  barn  floor  litter.  A  half  dozen 
pellets  mix  vomica  should  be  added  to  half 
pint  of  drinking  water. 


ENCOURAGEMENT 

ADVERTISERS. 

Very  many  Farm-Poultry  readers  have 
just  as  good  stock  as  the  majority  exhibited  at 
the  large  shows  last  winter.  They  can  just  as 
well  sell  eggs  for  hatching  at  a  good  price,  say 
$1  to  $2  per  sitting,  as  other  breeders. 

To  encourage  such  we  will  for  a  limited 
time  insert  in  Farm-Poultry  Four  line 
classified  ads.  (if  ordered  to  appea-  six  times) 
for  f5  for  the  whole  24  lines,  cash  with  the 
order.  The  regular  price  for  such  space 
would  be  $7.20. 

You  can  get  about  .SO  words,  counting 
address,  into  a  four  line  ad. 

Make  a  beginning  now.  Many  of  our  large 
advertisers  commenced  small,  but  do  not  now 
hesitate  to  use  one,  two  or  more  inches  every 
issue.  Get  our  readers  familiar  with  your 
name  and  stock  by  advertising  this  spring,  and 
thus  add  to  the  profits  of  your  poultry 
business. 

Send  copy  and  cash  with  order  to 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Breeders  and  Marketmem. 


OUR  REQUESTS:  —  He  make  lico  reqnesls  of  ovr 
Subscribers.  One  is  n'}ien  uriting  our  Advertis- 
ing palro,a  always  ineiition  FARM-POULTRY . 
Anotlier  is  1/ as/;  Uiem  que^ions,  alv;ay&  incloae 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  reqiiests  it  rcill 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar, and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  tliau  none.  Use  onlv  the 
Sunlight  Carbon,  lu  cents  tor  sample.  S.  G. 
Kobinson,  printer  F.-P.,  2y  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A  BARGAIN.  Eggs  now  from  Golden  and  Butr 
Wyaud's,  SI  per  sitting;  White  A\  (»tidcrs.  S1..')U.  ^. 
H.  Watson,  Caro.  Midi.,  writes  "Ilic  Hull' Wvand't 
cockei-el  is  better  than  1  experttil."  Stuck  fo'r  sale 
at  a  discount  after  June  1^1.  F.  S.  Tenney,  Box  5. 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

A  BARGAIN  for  i-emainder  of  season.  S.  C.  White 
Leghorns,  Wyckoft" strain,  S.  C.  Brown  Legliorns, 
B.  P.  Kocks.  S.  S.  Ilaniburgs,  B.  Minorcas.  13  eggs 
for  75c.  Maple  Grove  Poultry  Yards.  F.  S.  Webb, 
Wellsboro,  Pa. 

A  BARGAIN".  To  make  room,  Lt.  Bralimas,  giant 
cockerel,  ten  pullets,  t\vu  hens,  fui-  lot.  Wliile 
Legliorns,  Wvcknfl*  cockerel,  17  hens,  $20  for 
lot.   C.  B.  Travis,  Brighton,  Mass. 

A  CHANCE  FOR  SOMEONE  either  to  buy  a 
good  ])oultry  business,  or  to  put  some  money  in 
and  run  it  on  sliares.  Owner  going  to  city.  Good 
city  trade  established.  C.  W.  'J'.,  East  Patcli- 
ogue,  Suflf.  Co.,  N.  Y., 

A  CHOICE  STOCK  of  Barred  P.  Rocks,  Bright, 
Lambert  and  other  strains.  Eggs  S2  and  S4  per  30; 
half-price  for  13.  White  P.  Rocks,  S1..50  per  1.3. 
Geo.  A.  Ciiaiiin,  Hampden,  Mass. 

A.  P.  AttEN,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Silver  Wyandottes, 
Light  Brahmas.  Barreil  P.  Rocks,  White  Cochins; 
S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  R.  C.  Hrown  Leghorns, 
Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Pekin  Ducks.  All 
eggs  SI  per  13;  S2..50  per  40.  lii  unze  'J'urkey  eggs 
SI  per  9.  Send  for.  circular.  Order  direct  from 
this,  and  eggs  will  be  sent  promptly. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Lt.  Brahmas,  Silver 
Wyandottes.  Wh.  Cocliins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  Bronze 
Turkeys.  Will  sjiari'  le\\  moie  S.  (.'.  W.  Legh's  and 
R.  C.  li.  l.cghS  in  pens  of  4  liens.  1  c'k'i,  Sti.50  pen. 

B.  P.  Rocks  S7.5U  pen,  and  Pek.  Ducks. 

AMERICAN  White  Wonders,  W.  F.  B.  Spanish,  S. 

C.  B.  and  R.C.  W.  Legliorns,  G.  Wyandottes,  Pekin 
Ducks  and  Pearled  Guineas.  Pure  eggs  $1  per  1.5; 
S5  per  100.  Stanilard  bred  stock  at  all  times.  Stamp 
lor  reply.  L.  A.  Tlionipson,  Winnegance,  Me. 

A  RARE  CHANCE.  To  make  room  for  my  voting 
stock,  will  sell  2  bree.liiiL'  ]M  iis  lt;in  i-d  RocUs'cheap 
for  quality  o[  stock.  K.u  h  pi  n  headed  by  a  cock'l 
scoring  ;i2i  ]ioinls.  Fur  iiai  ticulars  address,  F. 
A.  Quimby,  Ea.  Rochester,  K.  H. 

AT  MADISON  SQUARE.  Winners.  Eggs  SI  per 
sitting.  Rose  and  Single  C.Br.  Leg.,  Bl.  Langshaiis, 
Liberal  count  now.  Bar.  and  \\\\.  Rocks,  L.  Brah- 
mas. Breeders  for  sale.  Yearling  hens,  SI;  1st 
Bar.  Rock  cock'l.  pen  Ileading,  So.  Two  pens  Leg. 
especially  low.  Cir.  M'.  W.  Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

AT  S3  per  13  eggs  from  choice  Lt.  Brahmas,  BPk 
Lang.,  W.  or  B.  P.  Rocks.  Large,  vigorous  farm 
raised.  Butler  &  Batty,  Box  lOG,  Lawrence.  Mass. 

BANTS,  irf  Pekin  and  BPk  T.  J.aps.  A.  E.  Benn, 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y, 

BARRED  and  W.  P.  Rocks  exclusively.  Eggs  for 
hatching,  per  sitting  of  1.^,  SI.60,f  rom  well  marked, 
large,  vigorous  and  healthy  birds;  %h  jier  100:  S3 
peroO.  H.. J.  Curtis,  Red  Hcok-on-lliulson,  N.  Y. 

BARBED  Plymouth  Rocks,  brown  egg  strain,  and 
Brown  Leghorns.  Eggs  SI  per  13;  3  sittings  S2. 
H.  Turner,  2  Pleasant  St.,  Mancliester,  N.  H. 

BAR.  PI.Y'TH  Rock  eggs.  Morgan's  norlhern  luisi- 
iiess strain.  Reduced  to  SI  sit.  Hardy  healthy  stncU. 
White  Mountain  Poultry  Yard>,  llayerliiri,  N.  H. 

B.  P.  ROCKS,  13  cggs.'fL  E.  B.  Thompson,  strain. 
Order  early.  Dr.  Kelehiier,  Camden,  N.  J. 

BLACK  tANGSHANS.  Fine  April  cock'ls  for  sale. 
■     Eggs  S2  per  U.  Pure  Hlack  Leghorn  eggs  $1  per 
15.   Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates.  Mystic,  Ct. 

BLACK  LANGSHAn"s7  Wliite  Wy'ttes.  Eggs  SI 
per  sitting.  Address  Silas  Dean,  Oiik  Hill,  N.  Y. 

BL'KLANG.  Eggs  si.  J.  Proctor,  Russellville.Ind. 

BLACK  Langshans  exclusively.    Eggs  from  3  line 
pens.  20  birds  in  these  pens  scored 'from  ;io  to 
N.A.Knapi),  judge.  Send  for  mating  and  score  c-arii. 
£ggs  $1, 13.    Ed.  McLaughlin,  Tyngsboro,  Slass. 


BLK.  MINORt5.<5.S.  The  cream  of  two  cooliueDts. 
Can  please  the  most  fastidious.  Eggs  S2.5Usitting. 
F.  H.  Wood,  Dryden.  N .  Y.,  iniporter  and  breeder. 

BLACK  SPANISH.  Eggs  from  a  fine  pen  of 
thoroughbreds,  $1.S0  per  13;  S2.60  per  30.  Dwight 
Foster,  Beverly,  M.iss. 

BLACK  MINORCAS  exclusively,  Northup's. 
Fine  c'k'ls,  $1  to  S4.  Eggs  SI  per  13;  S2  per  30. 
Large  fine  stock;  large  eggs  and  lots  of  them. 
Catalogue  for  stamp.    .M.  V.Allen,  Ovid.  N.  Y. 

BUFF  COCHINS  exclusively.  First  class  stock. 
EggsSl  per  sitting.  L.  G.  Butman,  Rockport,  Mass. 

BUFF  COCHINS.  Mammoth  size,  full  fl'alhered, 
vigorous  stock,  rich  biitr  undercolor,  winiiers  of 
19  prizes  at  four  of  New  Em-'laiul's  shews  In  ISHf.- 
'96.  Eggs  S2..50  per  13;  S4for2B.  Quabi.ag  Poultry 
Yards.  C.  Ralph  Le  Gro.,  Palmer,  .Mass. 

BUFF,  Laced  and  W.  Wyan.;  BulT.Br.and  W.Leg.; 
Buft',  Br.  and  W.  1*.  Roclcs;  ftlinorcas,  C.  I.  Games. 
Eggs  SI  per  13.  Buff  and  W.I.  Games,  S2  per  13. 
Lewis  C.  Beatty,  Washington,  N.J. 

BUFF  LEGS.  Bl'k  Minorcas.  great  layers  of  lai-ge 
Light  lilahliias,  11  like  of  Yoi  k'st lain.  Black 


Laugsllau 
J.  P.  C 


,  Nor 


•Mi  per  13;  Si'..'."  per  20.  M 
valk,  Ct. 


BUF.F  P.  ROCKS,  Light  anil  Dark  Brahmas,  While 
Wyandottes.  M'on  tii  st  on  "Wyandotte  cockerel  :it 
IVIancIiester,  '9(1,  score  93J.  Eggs  S2  tier  13 .  S5  per  40 ; 
Circular.   Wm.  Huiitei,  Peterboro.  N.  H. 

CLOVER  Hill  Poultry  Yards.  AMiite  Wyandottes 
exclusively,  Stoi-m  King  strain.  Incubator  eggs, 
S6  for  100;  eggs  from  best  matiiigs,Sl  for  13.  C.  H. 
Hardy,  Groveland,  Mass.   Bo.x  108, 

COCHINS,  Part'dge,  B'tf,  Bl'k  and  Wh't.  Eggs  S1.25 
per  15.  Cir.  free.  W.  H.  Sheldon,  I*a\vluxet,  R.  1. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,  Pa.,  has  fowls  and  egg. 
to  spare.  S.  C.  \\'liite  i^egliorns.  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns, 
B.  1'.  Rocks  and  B.  Turkey  s.   Send  for  eii-. 

CUT  CLO'\'ER  in  sacks,  S1.25  per  100  lbs.  Q.  G. 
Qnirin.  Tioga  Centre,  N.  Y. 


DRAPER'S  Poultry  Farm, 
blow  II  egir  strain,  \  er\  lai  ge 
S"-'  for  l.jeggs.    s,  I    W  hitcl,. 
and  la\  a  \  ery  large  w  liilec;; 
stock  is  healthy.  Satislai 


White  Wyandottes, 
and  \  igoroiis  birds, 
g..  \<  r\  large  birds, 
,  same  jirirc.  All  niv 
1  gliaraiili'i-il.  Stock 
for  sale  in  the  fall.  My  stock  is  eijiial  to  any  in 
the  country.  Lock  Bo.x  18,  No.  Atlkboro,  Mass. 

EARLY  LAYING  LT.  BRAHMAS,  prolific  lay- 
ing W.  Wyandottes.  Eggs  SI  per  13:  S2  per  30. 
Lt.  Bralima-"W.  \A'y  an.  cross.  7.5c.  per  13;  S5  per 
100.  E.  L.  Eaton,  Millington,  Mass. 

EGGS  from  my^  prize  vvinning  Dark  Brahmas,  Par- 
tridge Cochins  and  B.  B.  R.  Game  Rantanis;  4 
entries  at  Boston,  4  prizes.  Eggs  S3  per  15.  C.  A. 
Ballon,  AVorcester,  Alass. 

EGG.«»  for  hatching;  Barred  P.  Rocks,  Bright  and 
Hawkins  strains  ;  farm  raised,  liealtliy  stock.  Also 
It.  C.  B.  fjegliorns.  pi  i/e  yvinners,  15  eggs  $1. 
Marshall  Walcott,  Bolton,  Mass. 

EGGS  for  iKilching,  ?<iiigle  Comb  Brown  Leg.,  Lt. 
lirali.,  i.e^'hoi  iis  prize  winners  at  Troy, '96;  score 
91  to  93.  Brah.  Autocrat  sir.  Legh.  eggs  $1.50,  13; 
Brah.  eggs  Si,  13.  Clias.  II.  Parish,  Oneoula,  X.Y. 

EGGS  that  yvill  hatch.  B.  Langshans,  L.  Rrah.,  B.  P. 
Rocks,  S1..W,  13.  B.  and  \\  .  Leg..  SI.  Amcr.  W. 
Wonders,  S2.  In.  eggs,  S4.  100.  Pullets  and  cock'ls 
for  sale.   Alaple  Poultry  Yards,  Maiden,  Mass. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  from  2-vr-ol,l  thorough- 
bred Barred  Plymouth  Rock  lielis.  sek-cl  cd  stock  ; 
high  grade  eggs  allow  prices.  Sl.'n  [lei  sittilud-; 
incubator  eggs,  S5  per  loll.  John  C.  Williams,  :i08 
"Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

EGGS  SI  per  IS.  Red  Caps.  Black  Minorcas,  B.  P. 
Rocks.  Light  15rahnias.  W 11.  Wyandottes,  G.Polish. 
P.  E.  Twining,  Kipton,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 

EGGS  from  prize  winning  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns,  $1  per 
13.   A.  E.  Davis,  IJox  674,  Reading,  Mass. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  for  incubator  use  from 
pure  bred  W.  P.  Rocks.  Per  100,  S2.50.  B.  C.  P. 
Bantams  t>er  1:5.  SI.  Dutchess  Co.  Poultry  Farm, 
F.  W.  Yelie.  Mgr.,  Rbiuebeck.N.  Y. 

EGGS  from  prize  stock  S.  C.  P.r.  Leg.  at  $1..W  per  13. 
Cliarles  E.  W  illis.  Mill  St.,  Troy.  N".  Y. 

FOR  SALE.  I.  Games,  B.  B.  R.  Gan.cs,  Houdans,  S. 
Wvaiid's,  Buff  Cochins,  L.  Brahmas,  Hrown  Leg- 
li-ils.  S.s.  Ilamhurgs,  W.l'.  Rocks  and  li. P. Rocks, 
SI  each.  Eggs  SI  per  13.  J.  W.  Miller,  Hatton,  Pa. 

FOR  SALE.  Eggs  and  stoi%,  old  and  young  S.  C. 
Brown  and  S.  C.  Buff  Leghorns;  also  Minorcas  and 
I.  Game.  Send  for  circular.  J).  L.  Prisch,  Middle- 
port,  N.  Y. 

FREE  with  every  tenth  order,  J  sitting  of  eggs;  14 
y  arieties  of  A  No.  1  stock.  Send  for  catalogue. 
L.  G.  Andrus,  Elyria,  0. 

J.  O.  FROST,  Maple  Grove  Farm,  Vernon,  Vt. 
Selected  eggs  from  forty  varieties  of  tlioronglibred 
fowls,  nice  cockerels  aiiil  fa. icy  pigeons  for  sale. 
Write  yyants.   C.  A,  Rider,  jMaiiager. 

GOLDEN  and  Columbian  Wy'dottcs.  Eggs  from  my 
prize  winners  at  S2  per  15  for  Golden ;  S4  per  15  for 
Columbian.  L.H.Davis.  Port  Jefferson,  L.  I.,N.Y. 

C.  W.  HARRINGTON,  Harford  Mill.  X.Y.  Bf. 
Leg.,  B.  P.  R.  Eggs  SI  per  30.  Fowls  and  chicks. 

HOUDANS.   L.  H.  Burpee,  Box  ,1,  Diibliii,X.  H. 

LANGSHANS,  Black  and  White.  A  few  cockerels 
for  sale.  Eggs  in  season.  S2  per  11.  ."Mrs.  M.  F. 
Allen,  12  Auburn  St.,  Nashua,  N.  H. 

LEGHORNS,  Single  C.  "Wh.,  Br.  anil  BiitT;  Rose  C. 
"VVlKand  Br.:  isrk  Langshans.  Gobi,  polish,  \\  li. 
and  B.  Ply.  Rocks.  Wh.  and  Bull  Coi  hins,  farm 
raised  stocl<.  Kggs  S2  per  13;  S3  pi  r  l'o.  Stock  for 
sale.   L'lloniniedleii  ,t  Fowler,  East  Norwalk,  Ct. 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS  onlv.  Farm  bred.  Eggs  SI 
for  13.   H.T.  Smith,  liiicknianville.  Pa. 

LT.  BRAHMA,  W."Wy.,  1.  Game,  B.  Cochin  and  B. 
Lang,  eggs,  SI.-'iO  per  "13.  from  best  strains  in  this 
counti-y.  liicu.  eggs,  \\".  Wy.-Ll.  B.  cross.  Fer. 
guar.  Caref'ly  packed.  C.  H.  fepencer,  Plienix,  K.  1. 

LIGHT  BRAHMA  and  Barred  P.  R.  eggs  for 
hatching,  from  large,  vigorous  and  healthy  liirds. 
S1.50  per  sitting  of  13.  For  incubators.  $5 'per  11  c. 
Address  Edward  E.  Case,  Box  2S:i,  I'ayytucket,  R.  1. 

McCALLUM'S  BARRED  Plymouth  Rocks  are 
scientifically  mated  and  bred  fortlie  production  ef 
broyvn  eggs".  15  lariic  brown  eggs  for  S3.  A.  A\  . 
McCalllini.  .Sibley,  Iow  a. 

MENO  MENTO  POULTRY  YARDS.  BuffLeg- 
horns  exclusively.  EggsSL.^O  per  sitting  from  Buffs 
that  are  bnlT.   W.  F.  Sclirader,  Jlillville,  N.  Y. 

MIDLAKE  POULTRS^ ASSOCIATION.  Cir. 

of  Andaliisians,  B.  Minorca.i,  Black  Spanish,  BuiF 
Leg.,  Anconas;<'llso  remedy  for  feather  eating.  E. 
S.Tappan,Sec'-y,  32  Lawrence  St.,  Haverhill,  Mass. 


K^RIVI-  POULTRY 
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Krrpinc  Meat  MmU. 

■  -      :    pli-JUx'    UifiM  lu    U.v    "  !  .1*. 

>uch  as  Hra41i'>  *>  an*l 
I.     ,  ^  ^(hhI  ooQUiliou?  I  w^niM 

aL.  t>'  .       •>  ii'^  it  I  can  k<v|>it  until  iisol. 

Ho^<skk  F;Uls,  X.  Y.  M.  M. 

Mi-ni  lurals  can  be  kept  any  lciii;lh  of  time 
in  a  ilry  pisit.  such  as  a  b;iru  cliaiubtT  or  loft 
They  »rc  kiln  ilrie»l  in  the  )>rocv>s  of  manu- 
facture, and  will  keep  sweet  so  Ions;  as  kepi 
k\t\  :  vlauipness  causes  them  to  mould  and  gel 
sour. 


FishtlDE  lists.  * 

Mr.  F.itilor:— WlUyxu  I«  11  im  a  may  ti>i^l  rUlotrats? 
M\-  Ark-  prvaily  Inml'Utl  willi  ilwm  in  *»ur  cliickcii 
ht'u-<.   TIk  v  It.ivc  buri-t>wi-»i  holes  II tuUr  Ihc  fltH»r. 

•  u  1*  \crv  li.nr>l  s»  t  U>  lliem.  They  lal  wllli  llic 
v-.ii.  ^viis  it  1  aui  ni't  ar».uu»l.  aiitl  j:»-t  iulo  tlie  fcv«l 
I  jrr<  1*.  I  have  cau;;lii  many  ut  ihtau  in<litrcrt  ulsvirl> 
i>(  ira|»>.  but  1  can  calclt  no  uiort,  as  lUcy  arc  very 
^^lv.  aii.l  r\  fusc  to  lakKany  kindof  ball.  I  liavc  al?o 
u><.»i  "  KmujjU  on  Kais"  with  some  success,  but  now 
tlK-y  do  not  touch  that.  K.  M.  II. 

Mousk,  1**. 

If  you  set  the  trap  in  the  outlet  of  lUc  bur- 
row, partially  concealed  by  scatleriuj;  saud 
(from  the  walk)  over  it;  and  the  chain  con- 
cealed which  leads  to  a  slat  of  the  partition 
opiHisile,  which  it  is  fastened  to,  you  will  be 
pretty  apt  to  have  the  varmiul  by  morniug. 

A  reliable  cat,  or  a  rat  dog,  would  be  Useful 
about  such  a  place. 

Hani  KSBS  in  the  Hen. 

Mr.  Editor:— My  neighbor  bad  a  hen  wlitch  suld 
on  tlie  nc-st,  and  be  suppotHM  was  Ketlluc  ready  lo  sit. 
Xo»  caring  to  «l  ber.  lie  thouKlii  lie  would  conslj:" 
iH-rto  tlie  niasllni:  pan.  On  oiwnlng  he  found  ber 
■  t  small  balls  about  tbe  size  of  marbles. 
"  and  souii- larjrer.  Can)  on  irivc  us  tlie 
-,■  and  rimi-ly.  If  auy?  H.  E.  H. 

^i>rln(;li»- I'l.  Mass. 

AVhcu  the  internal  parts  are  in  a  fatty  con- 
ditioD.  there  is  an  obstructiuu  of  the  paj..suge 
of  eggs.  If  a  hen  is  dull  and  listless,  and  her 
feathers  are  raised  and  rough,  and  she  fn- 
■lueiits  the  Dest  often,  or  rests  on  the  nest 
box,  it  i-  a  sure  sign  of  the  disorder. 

The  ••small  balls"  were  eggs  that  were 
litterally  baked,  and  generally  in  such  cases  a 
luiuor  follows  and  encloses  the  eggs  in  a 
lough  sac,  which  show  s  itself  in  thc'^  bagging 
dowu''  behind,  so  common  among  old  hens. 

There  is  no  |)ositive  cure  for  the  troulde. 

Origin  of  Cochins  nnd  Polish. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  Will  you  i)li-a=.e  tell  iin-  how  the  BulF 
Coriilns  and  Polish  bretds  oriKiuatt'd  ?  K.  K. 

Islip.  X.Y. 

The  whole  list  of  Cochins— Buff,  While, 
Black,  Grouse  and  Partridge  —  are  the 
improvement  of  the  Chinese  Shanghais,  and 
have  come  into  notice  in  classified  colors  since 
IseO.  Previous  10  then  they,  in  their  crude 
form  and  feather,  were  known  as  Cochiu- 
Cbinas,  Shanghais,  etc.  This  perfection  of 
form,  and  reduction  to  distinct  breed  char- 
acter, is  due  to  Ihe  intelligent  manipulations 
of  the  English  fanciers,  with  which  they 
should  be  credited. 

The  original  White  Crested  Black  Polish 
came  from  Holland  to  England.  The  French 
and  English  fanciers  both  liave  had  a  hand  in 
the  creation  and  perfection  of  the  spangled 
and  Laced  varieties.  The  Golden  Laced 
Polish  are  solely  an  English  creation.  Our 
best  specimens  are  secured  in  England  today, 
exceeding  in  merit  their  Dutch  origin,  or 
original  home  production. 


1  have  bred  and  am  now  breeding  Lt.  Bnih- 
inas  and  Wyandotles.  but  la.st  sc.hsou  had  a 
lew  lIoud:ins.  .Hiid  thinking  that  the  lloudan- 
IJralima  cross  might  be  a  good  one  1  wrote  to 
F.vKM-rol  LTKV  asking  if  Ihey  knew  about 
the  cross  fn>m  experience,  and  received  a 
reply  from  Mr.  Boycr,  saying  that  he  knew 
thein  to  be  a  good  cross,  making  excellent 
layers  and  good  poultry  ;  and  i>iefcrring  them 
lo  i^ood  many  of  the  crosses.  On  the  strength 
of  that  I  mated  one  Brahma  hen  with  the 
Iloudan  cock.  The  chicks  were  hatched  late, 
so  did  not  mature  before  cold  weather,  but 
grew  very  fast  and  were  hardy.  1  killed  the 
cockerels  early,  but  saved  three  pullets  for 
trial  and  they  have  exceeded  my  expectations. 
Thoy  began  lo  lay  in  the  lirst  of  the  winter, 
and  have  laid  all  of  the  time,  and  are  still  at 
it  in  a  way  that  wouM  leave  most  hens  in  the 
rear.  There  has  hardly  been  a  day  since  they 
began  to  lay  that  I  got  less  than  two  eggs 
from  the  three  pullets,  and  more  than  half  the 
lime  an  egg  apiece— nor  have  they  shown  any 
disposition  to  sit  as  yet.  I  also  let  a  friend 
h:ive  a  few  of  the  eggs,  and  he  has  five  pullets 
that  are  doing  as  good  l:iying  as  mine;  so  it  is 
not  iny  particular  birds  that  are  such  layers. 
Tbev  lay  a  large  egg,  lighter  in  color  th:in  a 
Itralima.  and  not  as  white  as  the  Iloudan. 
The  birds  are  about  as  large  .as  a  Brahma.  1 
think  if  hatched  early  they  will  mature  in 
about  seven  months,  and  will  make,  I  think, 
Ihc  best  winter  layers  of  any  cross  I  ever 
saw.  They  do  not  mature  ;is  quickly  as  the 
Leghorn-Brahma  cross,  but  arc  a  l;irger  binl, 
and  lay  larger  eggs,  and  I  firmly  believe  will 
lay  more  eggs  in  a  year  than  the  other  cross, 
aiid  when  they  come  to  market  you  have  got 
twice  as  many  pounds  lo  sell.  1  have  as  many 
Br.dinnis  and  W>aadottcs  as  my  room  will 
allow,  or  I  should  keep  a  pen  of  this  cross  for 
e^g  production  fur  awhile.  I  think  my  other 
hinls  are  good  la\cr-;  llu  y  arc  not  in  it  with 
the  cross  as  layer>.  • 
l)aMV<  r^,  Ma>>. 


Pumigatiug  Willi  Sulphur. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  Mr.  Itoycr  tell  us  what  apparatus 
he  uses  for  fumigating  houses  with  sulphur? 

Mc'thucD,  Mass.  F.  A.  F. 

Tie  up  a  pound  of  sulphur  in  a  newspaper, 
and  place  it  in  an  old  iron  kettle.  Then  close 
every  window  and  door,  after  having  chased 
out  the  fowls,  i^et  a  match  to  the  paper,  and 
get  out  of  the  building  as  quickly  as  possible. 
The  fire  of  the  newspaper  will  ignite  the 
sulphur,  and  the  building  will  soon  be  a  dense 
smoke.  Let  it  burn  for  an  hour  or  more;  then 
throw  open  the  windows  and  doors,  and  let 
in  the  fresh  air.  Burn  a  pound  of  sulphur  in 
each  pen  once  a  month,  and  you  will  not  only 
keep  down  the  lice,  but  destroy  all  disease 
germs  that  may  be  lurking  in  the  building. 


Got  Good  Hatches. 
Mr.  Editor:— I  have  been  an  interested 
reader  of  K.-P.  since  last  October.  I  would 
not  be  without  it  for  three  times  its  cost.  I 
have  enjojed  reading  the  cxi>erieiices  of 
diflerent  poultrymen  in  the  sitting  and  hatch- 
ing of  egg>;  so  thinking  I  might  write  some- 
thing that  would  iiiterot  olhers,  I  w  ill  give  a 
short  account  of  my  success  this  spring. 

I  didn't  have  a  broody  hen  till  April,  but 
looking  round  among  Ihe  neighbors  I  found 
seven  broody  hens  in  March.  1  bought  part 
of  them  for  fifty  cents  apiece,  :iiul  swapped  for 
the  rest.  I  set  them  all  with  Wh.  Wyandotte 
eggs  I  had  bought.  They  al!  set  well,  and 
hatched  out  fifty-four  smart  chicks.  They 
are  growing  finely,  and  I  had  not  lost  any  till 
within  a  few  days  the  hawks  have  taken  foor 
or  five.  My  fowls  are  of  several  varieties, 
but  I  am  getting  into  the  Wh.  Wyandottes  as 
fast  as  I  can.  A  jc.ir  ago  this  spring  I  bought 
a  sitting  of  Wh.  Wyandotte  eggs  and  raised 
three  cockerels  and  two  pullels.  The  i)ullels 
laid  ail  winter,  and  one  is  laying  yet.  I  set 
one  hen  with  thirteen  Wh.  Wyandotte  eggs 
that  my  hens  laid,  and  she  hatched  eleven 
chicks.  1  have  eighteen  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn 
hens,  that  laid  seventeen  eggs  two  days  in 
succession  last  month.  W.  H.  I'. 

North  Charlestown,  N.  H. 


Sl.OO  Kgk's.  Hurt'and  Harrcil  P. Rooks,  Buflfand  l{.  C. 
liiow  »  l.ojrliorns;  Willie,  Silver  and  (iolden  Wyau- 
do;tes,  ISI'k  .Minorca*,  Hutr  t'neliiii  li.tuiaius,  $1 
pel  U!.   W.  .1.  Wllieily,  I'eekskill,  N.  V. 

100  KGG!*.  S4:  1.5  EGGS,  SI.  W.  ;iml  IS.  1". 
Koeks,  W.  and  lluir  Let'liorns,  S.  L.  Wyauclotles 
and  I.lKlit  Braliin.Hs.  Khie  sioek,  farm  rnn^e. 
Beaver  l.ake  Poultry  Kaiin,  Bald«  iusville,  X.  \  . 

r.\ltTI{Il>GE  COCHINS,  prizewinners.  Eki,'s$-' 
 eiiintre,  Aew  Loudon,  Ct. 


Houdan-Brahiua  Cross. 

Mr.  Editor: — Seeing  in  last  issue  of  Farm- 
Poultry  a  number  of  inquiries  in  regard  to 
crosses  for  laying  and  poultry,  and  as  I  have 
not  seen  tne  cross  I  am  going  to  speak  about 
ever  mentioned,  or  seen  any  of  the  fowls  from 
the  cross  p.xeept  my  own,  I  would  like  to  U  ll 
vou  of  them. 


.  r  U.  Tlui 


,  Wi 


PK.VIIOOY  POUI.TUY  YAKIiS.  Li>rlit  BrahuKis 
and  IliilVtNiellili  llantaln^.  Fine  >lR'einiens  always 
tor  sale.  Kjlf-'s  S^>  per  l:i:  per  In;  UT  prizes  won 
ill  ISV>  ;it  .Vniesbiiry.  Maiden, Stoneliani.  .Mauelie^- 
Ier;iud  Bosloii.  C.  L.  Beckett.  I'eabody,  Mass. 

PKKIX  UrCKe^'KS  for  inoubalors  al  $4  per  KXl. 
No!  less  Ihau  W  at  same  rate.  A.  1'.  Alleu,  Mead- 
vllle,  I'a. 

PKKIN  I>IICKS,  av.  IS  lbs.  pair.  Fresh  fertile  e>:t!s 
$1..'j0 per  ■.>.') ;  $-i  per  |(I0;  dis.  on  lartte  orders;  Hawk- 
ins strain  B.  1'.  K.,  *1  per  1:).  Staled  pli;eons,  j,-u"d 
breeders, 41IC.  pr.    E.  .\.  Ayer,  Truro,  Mass. 

I'LYMOCTH  R..eks,  Barred,  White.  EKKsSlper  l;i. 
Sloek  strictly  Hrsl  class.  E.  1>.  Page,  Banfor,  Me. 

PLY'MOUTH  Rocks,  S.  C.  While  Leghorns.  Chicks 
just  hatched  Sc.  to  lie. each.  Distance  ni>  olijectiou. 
Send  for  cir.  Jos.  U.  Wilson,  Rosemout,  N.  J. 

ItOSK  C.  H.  Leghorns,  specially  10  years.  AlsoS.  C. 
Black  I.ejrhorns,  farm  ran;re.   Breeders  score  fO  lo 
Ks!gs  Sl.fKi  per  U):  J'.'.oii  per  30;  circular  fi-ec. 
.1.  L.  Uanilolpli,  Bartlelt.  Ohio. 

11.  C.  B.  LEGHORN'S  and  B.  P.  Rocks.  Eggs  $1 
per  13.  O.  E.  Corliss,  UolVslowu,  N.  H. 

75c.  PER  13;  $3i>cr:»;  $:lperG5;  $4  per  100.  After 
.lulv  1,  ;xSc.  per  13  for  all  true  to  ii.inie  eggs.  C.  I. 
(ianies,  S.  S.  Hanibnrgs,  S.  C.  Brown  I.egliorlis, 
S.  C.  and  U.  C.  White  Leghorns,  American  Uoiuin- 
lipies.  i)ark  Bralimas,  S.  C.  Black  Miuorcas,  B.  I". 
Rocks.  E.  C.  Blackwell,  Nelson,  Pa. 

S.  C.  BKO\VN  1.KGHOKNS  ;  eggs  from  slock 
w  inning  more  lirUes  in  last  three  yeiiis  llian  any 
other  In  .New  Ilampshlre,  $1  per  13;  $S  i>er  luO.  F. 
K.  Colby,  Bow  Mills,  N.  U. 

S.  C.  WHITE  Leghorns,  l(i  liens  and  1  cock,  Wyc.kotr 
straiin>ne  vear  old,  $10.  Kggs  from  Knapp  Bros, 
strain,  $1  pic  sitting.  T.  liriffltli,  Tyler  11111,  fa. 

THOi>I.\S  THORPE,  Box  I,  IIlKlilanilvllle,  Mass. 
S.  L.  Wvandotles  excliisivelv.  39  eggs,  S-'i;  13  $2. 
No  heller,  if  as  good,  solil  for'$5.  Birds  for  sale. 

8S  FOR  13  Barred  1*.  Rock  eggs  from  a  line  pen  5 
pullets,  4  hens,  one  very  large  cockerel;  frrtm  30 
evirs  set  In  Jan.,  only  4  infertile.  11.  Murrman, 
Honcsdalc,  Pa. 

W.\NTED,  WORK  on  a  iicullry  farm  by  a 
experlenci'd  in  the  care  of  fowls  ;ilul  in  nun 


Very  Early  I.aying. 

Mr.  Editor:  — My  chickens  are  all  Plymouth 
Kocks,  and  some  of  the  pullets  arc  laying 
now,  and  only  three  months  and  seventeen 
days  old.  They  weigh  four  pounds  each. 
There  are  some  fine  cockerels  that  weigh  from 
four  lo  four  and  a  half  |)0uuds.  I  raised 
them  all  with  hens,  which  method  I  consider 
the  best.  Walter  C.  Fiske. 

Waltham,  Mass. 


BEDDGED  OHE-ili 

From  the  largest  and  best  collecllou  of 

Blue  Andalusians 

in  America.  Eggs  Sl.&O  I'^r  p;  1" 
stamps  for  ill.  catalogue.  A.  C.  Kt-\!sEK. 

Lower  Piovulence,  I'a. 


P.  ROCKS, 
WONDERS, 


The  Germ  of  the  Egg. 

Mr.  Editor :  — Ralph  Cheney  states  in 
March  loth  issue  of  FaRM-Poultry,  that 
the  germ  of  the  egg  is  in  the  yolk.  I  beg  to 
dirter  with  him.  The  yolk  of  the  egg  is  all  made 
and  sealed  before  it  is  fertilized,  and  if  he  will 
break  a  fertile  egg  into  ^  glass  of  water  ^beer 
is  better,  for  it  can  be  seen  clearer),  he  will 
perceive  an  opaque  substance  in  the  white 
that  is  heavier  than  the  rest.    That  is  the 


J".  H-  IDevxixs, 

AI.RANY  STREET  POULTRY  FARM, 
lltiea,  N.  Y.,  breeder  of  prize  winning  l.iglil  loa 
mas,  Oark  Braliiiias,  Barred  I'lymoulli  Ro.  U-  ^. 
White  Leghorns,  S.  C.  Brown  Legliorn.s,  W  liile  \\  y 
ilolles,  Silver  Laced  Wyandoles,  lm|ierial  l  e 
Duck,  W.  1".  Rocks.  Indian  Games  anil  (Joldeii  \\  y 
liottes.  Won  n  premiums  al  Ulieat-how.  Slock 
sale.  Send  for  circular.  Eggs  Sl.60  per  13;  Sli  per 
S3  per  50;  $5  per  iOO. 


brooder  house;  near  Boston  prefi-rred.  K.  I'Mi.  II., 
Jid  W.  SprlnglieldSt.,  Boston,  Mass. 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAMES,  Sharp's  Majestic 
strain,  S-^  pair.  Eggs,  ^'i.-Vi  per  13;  prize  winners; 
;i  I  so,  eggs  from  Bull' Kocks,  no  Hiicr  birds,  $2  per 
13.   A.  M.  Burnett,  Mayvllle,  N.  V. 

WHITE  and  Bull  P.  Rocks  and  While  Wyandottes. 
Send  tor  cir.    Dr.  II.  J.  Ashley,  M;ichlas,  N.  V. 

WH  ITE  PLYMOUTH  Rocks  only.  Large,  vigor- 
ous birds,  have  won  ttrst  prizes  wherever  shown  : 
farm  lange.  Eggs$l  per  15;  »G  per  100.  William 
F.  Hinds,  l)e  Ruy  ter,  N.  Y. 

WH  ITE  WY'ANnOTTK  c'k'ls,  brown  eggs  strain. 
$2  I"     each.  W.li.  Eastman,  St.  Jobnsbui  y,  Vl. 

WHITE  YVYANDOTTKS,  Storm  King  and  Pro- 
moter str.;  Bl  k  Lang's,  Kirliy  &  Smith  and  Felch 
sir.  Eggs  $1  per  silting.  Salisfaclion  guaranteed. 
Estab.  I»i8.  A.  E.  Rollins  &  Son,  Metliuen,  Msiss. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  and  Narragansetl Tur- 
keys.  W.  E.  .Mack.  Wooilstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  YVYANDOTTKS.  Yardshea.k  v  males 

direct  from  Kiiapp  Bros..  Kahius.  N.  \.  Bi-cd  for 
size  and  points.  Eggs  Sl.-Vi,  13;  '.'i;.  White  lime 

grit,  $1  per  cwl.   C.  Il.Trask,  Middlebtiry,  Conu. 

WH  ITE  Wyandottes  exclusively,  brown  egg  strain. 
KggsSI  per  13.  P'ggs  for  incubator  $4  per  llX). Slock 
in  season.    1'.  I).  While,  North  Altleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  BufT  Cochins,  Black 
Langshans,  superior  slock,  strong,  healthy  birds 
bred  for  large  size,  laving  qualities  and  standard 
points.  Eggs  for  hatching  reduced  to  $1  per  13. 
E.  E.  Barnum,  Norwalk,  Conn. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  Felt  strain,  second  to 
none,  eipia!  to  auv.  from  first  class  pure  bred  st'k. 
Eggs  $1  per  13.  A.  Holmes,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  dark  egg  strain.  Eggs 
and  stock  for  sale.  G.  S.  waiitford,  Plieuix,  R.  1. 

WHITE  Wyandottes,  Eggs  $1  per  18,  of  prize  win- 
ning stfick.  Pekin  Ducks.  Eggs  $1  iicr  11 :  prize 
winners:  stock  for  sale  in  season ;  sat.  guaranteed. 
Jos.  Lambert.      N.  Keiser  Ave.,  Scrautou,  Ta. 


TOO  LATE  FOR  CLASSIFICATION. 

Homing  Pigeons  for  Squab  Breeding. 

I  have  a  large  lot  of  these  birds,  selected  and  bred  for 
Ihis  purpose.  Price  $2  per  pair;  three  pairs  for  $5. 
G.  L.  GOLDER,  Woodbrook,  Balto.  Co.,  Md. 


kin 
ali- 
tor 
•2G; 


germ. 
Ashland,  Wis. 


W.  S. 


WHITE 

I  sliall  sell  no  more  Wonder  eggs  this  spring:  have 
lost  my  two  best  birds.  I{o<  k  eggs  reduced  to  $1.50 
per  sitting  for  the  rest  of  ilic  season. 

GERRV  P..  L.\WRENCE, 

CANAL  POULTRY  YARDS,      Ashliy,  Mass. 

7  C  PER  CENT. 
—    FERTILE ! 

We  guarantee  all  eggs  76  per  cent,  fertile.  Our  stock 
is  the  best  C.  1.  (ianies.  L.  Bralimas,  Barred  and 
While  Plymouth  Rocks,  R.  C.  Brown  Leghorns.S.  C. 
M  hite  Leghorns.  Eggs  $1  per  13;  $:!  per  .W;  $.■>  per 
Vm.  White  Holland  Turkevs,  While  China  C.eese 
eggs.  ■.'■M-.  each.  Circular.  '20  per  cent  discouiil  on 
the-  e  prices  after  June  1st. 

NIAGAR.\  FARM, 
Raiis<iniville,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  \'. 
W.  R.  CURTlsS  A  CO.,  I'ltor's. 


F.  HERINGTON  &,  CO.,  WARSAW,  N.Y., 

Breed  only  llie  linesl  White,  I'.ull  and  Barred 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

Willie,  Buff  ami  Brown  LEGHORNS. 
Cornish  liulian  (ianies,  Ligid  Bralimas.Maliiinoth 
Imiierlal  I'eUiu  Ducks,  Belgian  Hares  of  large 
size, and  Ferrets.  Cockerels,  ilrakes  ami  pullets 
lor  sale  at  all  times.  Secure  one  of  these  flue 
birds  and  improve  your  stock. 

^S^NO  From  our  choicest  and  best  mat- 
V*Oliigs— any    \ai  iely  —  S>1..50  per 
r-iiiiiiK.    liiciii.ator  eggs  Ir'ni  While  I".  Rock 
and  \\  liile  Leghorn  crosses.  Sa  per  humlrccl. 


The 


BONE  CUTTER 

BEST  in  the  WORLD. 

Shell, Corn,  Bone  Mill 

GEM  CLOVER  CUTTER 

S.mmI  for  cin.  Ml:trs  A  Test  iiiiouia.ci. 

Wilson  Bros.,  taston,  Pa. 


Perfect 

Poultry 

Pictures. 


The  I'iclures  of  Typical  Poultry  in  pairs, 
which  are  appearing  in  Farm-1'oultuy,  arc 
[ironouiicetl  by  competent  jinl';es  to  he  the 
best  ever  printed.  They  are  drawn  by  the 
renowned  animal  artist,  Fr.^NKLAne  L. 
Sewell.  We  have  had  sever;il  re<i«esls  for 
these  pictures  printetl  on  heavy  p;iper  suitable 
for  a  port-folio  or  for  framing.  Therefore  we 
have  had  prints  of  Iheni  made  on  heavy  coaled 
paper,  size  9i  x  124,  Artist's  Proofs. 
will  contain  only  one  breed,  picture  :iiid 
description.  The  expense  for  :ill,  if  oradually 
secured  by  otir  rc:iders,  will  never  be  felt,  and 
they  will  have  the  most  perfect  coilectiou 
of  poultry  pictures  yet  produced. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  Dec.  23,  '95. 
1.  S.  .Johnson  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

(j,,iits :— Yours  of  the  21st  at  hand,  also 
two  proof.s,  which  are  certainly  very  tine. 

Am  sure  if  vou  would  slate  in  Fakm- 
roULTRY  that  you  would  send  these  for  25 
cents  each  in  stamps  you  would  iecei\e 
sufficient  postage  lo  keep  yon  going  for  a 
vi  ar,  as  I  think  everv  up-to-date  Partridge 
breeder  would  obtain  oiie„  1  think  them  the 
linesl  lever  saw,  and  a  model  for  us  to  breed 
to.  Yours  triilv, 

A.  ^V.  Bell. 

President  Ohio  (  ncliiu  Club. 


WE  HAVE  NOW  FOR  SALE 

Barred  Plymouth  Kock,Coclt  and  Hen. 
White  Wyandotte,  Cock  and  Hen. 
Partridge  Cochin,  Cocli  and  Hen. 
Brown  Leshorn  (S.  C.)  Cock  and  Heu. 
Light  Brahma,  Cock  and  Hen. 
White  Faced  Black  Spanish. 
White  Plymoutli  Rocks. 

Price  for  ctich  breed,  packed  in  a  strong 
mailing  tube,  and  postpaid  to  any  address,  15 
cents ;  or  any  three,  if  ordered  at  one  time,  30 
cents  in  two  cent  stamps. 

To  Any  Old  Subscriber  who  renews  and 
.sends  us  one  new  subscription  to  FaR.'M- 
I'OULTRY  with  ctish  S2  for  both,  we  will  send 
three  of  the  pictures  postpaid  free  of  charge 
for  their  trouble. 

Send  all  orders  lo 

KAK^I-POILTKY, 
22  Custom  House  St.,   Hostoii,  >lass. 
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K^RivL^  Poultry 


June  1 


Shedding  Feathers  Out  of  Season. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  My  hens  are  mostly  Browu  Legliorns. 
They  moult  late.   How  can  I  change  tlieir  liabit? 
Leeds,  JIass.  W.  L.  R. 

The  older  the  hens  become,  the  hiter  they 
generally  moult.  Shedding  feathers  out  of 
season  may  be  due  to  scurvy,  itch,  or  feather 
lice.  Anoint  the  bare  spots  with  vaseline,  and 
thoroughly  dust  the  fowls  with  insect  powder. 

Sulphur  for  tice. 

Mr.  Editor; — Is  sulphur  iMjuric)us  to  dust  fowls 
with  to  rid  them  oC  lice?  If  hot,  would  it  nut  be  a 
Sood  lliiu^'  to  dust  them  with  it  the  same  as  with 
insect  ijowder  V  H.  P. 

Essex  JuncUon,  Vt, 

Sulphur  is  not  a  reliable  insect  powder.  AV"e 
noticed  lice  walking  right  through  a  lot  of  it, 
and  come  out  apparently  unharmed.  Insect 
powder  is  cheap  enough,  and  more  effective. 


Mash  During  the  Summer. 

Mr.  Editor:— Do  you  feed  a  mash  during  the  sum- 
mer to  laying  hens?  If  you  do  not,  liow  soon  do  you 
stop  feeding  it?  H.  P. 

Essex  Junction,  Vt. 

We  believe  in  feeding  a  mash  in  the  morn- 
ing the  entire  year.  During  summer,  how- 
ever, we  make  it  principally  of  bran  and 
ground  oats,  with  only  a  little  corn  meal 
added. 


Probably  a  "Freak"  in  Hatching. 

Mr.  Editor;— On  February  19th  I  set  some  eggs  in 
my  incubator.  On  tlie  ni<jrniug  of  the  17th  day  upon 
ojieiiing  the  incubator  to  turn  the  eggs,  much  to  my 
surprise  I  discovered  a  fine  healthy  Light  Brahma 
chick  walking  around,  monarch  of  all  it  surveyed.  It 
must  have  hatched  sometime  during  the  night.  The 
eggs  were  not  left  in  the  hen  house  at  any  time  long 
en(}Ugh  for  any  broody  hen  to  sit  on  them.  Can  yon 
give  any  reason  for  the  earlyappearance  of  this  chick, 
or  is  it  only  a  freak?  H.  P. 

Xew  York  City. 

Such  cases  are  more  or  less  common  when 
the  eggs  are  left  in  the  nest  for  several  days. 
Each  hen  getting  ou  the  egg  adds  heat  to  it, 
and  if  the  germ  is  a  strong  one,  is  apt  to  start 
its  growth.  But  we  never  heard  of  a  case  as 
our  correspondent  states  it.  It  must  be  a 
"  freak,"  as  he  says.  Considering  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  only  egg  that  hatched  on  this 
day,  and  especially  noting  that  it  was  a  Light 
Brahma  (one  of  the  hardest  eggs  to  hatch 
early  ou  account  of  the  thick  shell)  we  should 
say  the  egg  must  have  been  started  before 
phtced  in  the  incubator. 


Bronchitis. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  would  like  you  to  tell  me  what  is 
the  matter  with  some  of  my  fowls.  They  liave  a 
rattling  in  their  throat  that  you  can  hoar  at  some 
distance.  They  eat  well,  seem  lively,  and  are  perfectly 
healthy  otherwise.  What  should  I  do  for  them?  I 
got  a  White  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel  about  two  weeks 
ago,  and  he  had  this  trouble,  and  since  then  several  of 
my  hens  have  developed  the  same  complaint.  They 
are  properly  housed  in  a  new  house,  and  kept  per- 
fectly clean.  Tliey  are  also  properly  fed,  and  have  a 
good  run.  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  is  given 
them  in  their  food.  IL  S. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

The  following,  from  "  F;irm-PouUry  Doc- 
tor," will  fully  e.YplaIn  the  trouble: 

Bronchitis  is  a  catarrh  of  the  mucous  lining 
of  the  air  tubes.  It  varies  from  a  slight  cold 
that  is  hardly  discernible,  to  such  an  outpour- 
ing of  mucus  that  life  is  in  danger  from 
drowning. 

The  sensitive  membrane  of  the  bronchial 
tubes  is  easily  inflamed  by  extreme  changes 
ill  the  weather,  by  dust,  from  exposure  to  a 
damp  ctirrent  of  air,  or  by  extension  of  a 
mucous  inflammation  of  the  head  or  throat. 

This  disease  is  most  common  during  the  fall 
of  the  year,  before  the  young  birds  have  been 
taken  to  their  winter  quarters,  especially  if 
the  houses  are  filthy  and  the  weather  cold  and 
damp.  Exhibition  birds  are  liable  to  this 
trouble  because  of  the  sudden  change  from 
the  hot  and  close  show  room  to  the  cold 
di  aiight  of  the  express  truck.  We  have  seen 
birds  with  their  mouths  open,  panting  for 
breath,  in  the  close  hall,  and  then  left  for  five 
hours  on  the  station  platform  in  a  west  wind 
below  freezing.  It  is  hard  to  understand 
how  many  birds  escape  catarrhal  troubles 
under  such  trying  circumstances. 

Birds  having  roupy  ancestors  often  fall  a 
prey  to  bronchial  troubles.  The  use  of  air- 
shiked  liine  while  the  birds  were  in  (he  house 
has  been  known  to  produce  bronchitis. 

When  suddenly  attacked  with  bronchitis, 
there  is  increased  heat  with  dryness  of  the 
mucous  surfaces.  The  bird  is  inclined  to 
keep  near  the  water  dish,  and  tries  in  vain  to 


satisfy  its  thirst.  There  is  a  little  cough  at 
first,  and  close  listening  will  detect  a  whistling 
noise  with  each  respiration.  As  the  disease  . 
progresses  the  secretion  increases,  and  the 
sound  heard  will  be  more  rattling  than  whist- 
ling; in  charactei'. 

In  the  first  stages  of  bronchitis  an  eHort 
should  be  made  to  abort  the  trouble.  This  is 
done  by  giving  aconite — one  drop  of  the 
tincture  every  hour  for  five  hours,  and  then 
once  in  three  hours.  If  the  bird  can  be  kept 
in  a  moist  warm  air  it  will  help  ;u  soothing 
the  engorged  membranes.  The  food  should 
be  a  hot  mash  of  at  least  one-half  bran. 

If  under  any  treatment  the  disease  pro- 
gresses into  the  chronic  stage  (and  this  you 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  telling  by  the  pecu- 
liar rattle  that  we  have  all  heard  at  times 
when. visiting  the  poultry  house  after  dark), 
then  a  different  line  of  treatment  will  be 
required.  The  best  is  the  use  for  weeks  of  a 
little  pill  made  of  strychnine,  iron  and  quinine, 
known  as  "Dumas  antimalarial."  One  pill 
should  be  given  morning  and  night.  Good 
care,  and  the  use  of  this  pill  will  cure  nine- 
tenths  of  these  cases. 

Another  good  treatment  is :  Remove  the 
bird  to  a  dry  phice,  and  add  Sheridan's  Con- 
dition Powder  to  the  mash.  Slightly  acidulate 
the  drinking  water  with  ten  drops  each  of 
sulphuric  and  nitric  acid.  Two  or  three  drops 
of  Johnson's  Anodyne  Liniment  in  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  glycerine  will  be  found  useful  in  allay- 
ing the  irritant  symptoms. 


Vertigo  in  Voung  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  some  pure  blooded  Plymouth 
Rocks.  Last  summer  in  every  brood  liatchcd  there 
would  be  two  or  three  chicks  which  could  not  stand  on 
their  feet  or  balance  themselves.  They  would  throw 
back  their  heads,  and  if  placed  in  a  natural  position 
would  go  directly  on  their  back,  crying  as  if  in  pain 
until  they  got  into  what  seemed  to  be  the  only  ea>y 
position  for  them.  They  had  to  be  killed.  M'hat  was 
the  cause?  L.  L.  M. 

Minneapolis,  ^linn. 

We  believe  that  the  chicks  had  vertigo, 
caused  by  too  strong  feeding.  When  closely 
bred,  it  Is  a  noted  fact  that  this  trouble 
becomes  common  in  the  riymouth  Rock 
family,  and  for  that  reason  the  Barred  Rocks 
are  not  preferred  by  those  using  artifici;tl 
methods.  Inbreeding  of  parent  stock,  and 
overfeeding  of  the  growing  stock,  are  the 
causes  for  this  fatal  disease.  There  is  no  cure 
when  it  once  strikes  young  chicks.  A  change 
of  males  in  the  breeding  pen  might  be  of  great 
advantage. 


Caring  for  Six  Thousand  Fowls. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Could  one  man,  devoting  all  his  time 
to  the  business,  take  proper  care  of  six  thousand 
fowls?  How  much  do  you  think  the  expense  would 
be,  and  how  much  the  profit,  if  any,  per  annum?  The 
fowls  to  be  used  for  market  laying,  half  to  he  mar- 
keted and  replaced  by  young  stock  each  year. 

Lenoir  City,  Tenn.  C.  B.  R. 

It  would  be  Utterly  impossible  for  one  man 
to  care  for  so  many  fowls.  Six  men  would 
have  all  they  can  do  to  properly  perform  the 
work.  Poultry  culture  means  a  little  more 
than  the  mere  feeding,  and  by  the  time  one 
meal  would  be  served,  it  would  be  time  to 
begin  another. 

As  to  profits —  well,  all  would  depend  upon 
certain  conditions.  If  the  hens  laid  well,  as  a 
whole,  and  the  cost  of  feeding  would  not  run 
over  a  dollar  a  bead,  per  year,  we  might  say 
that  one  dollar  per  head  would  be  the  profits. 

But,  we  would  like  to  say  to  our  corre- 
spondent, give  up  such  extravagant  ideas. 
Poultry  farming  on  a  large  scale  requires  great 
experience,  and  working,  capital,  and  pluck. 
Have  you  these?  If  so,  then  we  need  not 
further  warn  you.  But  if  you  have  not,  then 
we  would  suggest  that  you  begin  small  and 
gradually  grow  up  to  what  you  aspire.  It  is 
a  very  easy  thing  to  start  a  large  poultry  farm, 
if  you  have  the  capital  to  put  up  the  buildings 
and  buy  the  stock;  but  It  is  quite  another 
trick  to  make  it  a  paying  concern. 

All  the  large  successful  poultry  farms  of  the 
country  began  in  a  small  way,  and  gradually 
built  up,  step  by  step.  This  placed  them  on  a 
sure  foundation.  Those  that  at  once  jumped 
into  a  gigantic  affair,  disappeared  more  sud- 
denly than  they  o;ime.  The  brand  of  "  fail- 
ure" goes  with  all  wild-cat  schemes. 


Leg  Weakness  in  Brooder  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor: — Can  you  tell  me  what  will  cure  leg 
weakness  in  brooder  chicks  ?  I  had  no  bother  till  the 
chicks  were  about  two  or  three  weeks  cjd.  They  are 
Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  and  I  would  hate  to 
lose  them.  This  brooder  business  is  a  new  thing  for 


me,  and  I  do  not  claim  to  know  much  about  It,  but  am 
doing  the  best  I  can.  These  chicks  are  not  raised  for 
broilers. 

In  one  brooder  the  sand  used  is  too  dry,  and  the  floor 
o£  the  house  is  very  dry;  the  chicks'  legs  seem  to  be 
dried.  In  the  other  brooder  the  chicks  have  been 
growing  finely  until  lately,  when  they  become  dump- 
ish for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  go  off  their  legs,  walk 
with  a  stagger,  finally  dying.  A.  T. 

Rockville,  Conn. 

Leg  weakness  in  brooder  chicks  can  be 
traced  to  a  number  of  causes.  Feeding  too 
heavily,  so  that  the  body  becomes  too  weighty 
for  the  muscular  strength  of  the  legs,  is  a 
common  reason.  Too  much  bottom  heat  in 
the  brooder  will  also  give  the  same  trouble. 

Of  course,  the  first  and  most  important  step 
to  take  is  to  remove  the  cause.  If  in  the  feed, 
which  is  generally  the  case,  such  fattening 
articles  like  corn  meal,  middlings  and  meat 
must  be  cut  down,  and  the  supply  of  wheat 
and  ground  oats  increased.  The  brooder  from 
the  start  should  not  be  over  90  degrees  warm, 
and  at  the  age  of  three  weeks  should  not  be 
much  over  85  degrees.  If  a  tin  cup  of  water 
is  so  placed  in  each  brooder  that  the  chicks 
cannot  get  in  it,  the  air  will  not  become  too 
dry,  but  will  keep  a  moist  atmosphere.  Avoid 
overcrowding  in  the  brooder.  Supply  plenty 
of  green  food  like  onion  tops,  lettuce,  tender 
grass,  etc. 

Exercise,  too,  is  an  important  item.  Bury 
millet  seed  among  some  litter  like  barn  floor 
sweepings,  or  even  light  sand,  and  have  the 
chicks  scratch  for  it.  In  order  to  start  them 
scratching,  sc;itter  a  little  so  they  can  see  it, 
and  after  they  have  gathered  what  is  within 
reach,  they  will,  naturally,  scratch  for  more. 


Good  Laying. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  a  hen  house  4x6  feet, 
in  which  I  keep  four  Plymouth  Bocks,  one 
Wyandotte,  and  one  Leghorn.  They  com- 
menced to  lay  in  December.  During  .January 
they  laid  93  eggs ;  February,  111 ;  March,  121. 
I  think  that  will  beat  any  record  I  see  in 
Farm-Poultry  for  a  new  beginner. 

Charlestown,  Mass.  A.  B. 


SIMPLEX  HATCHER  &  BROODER 

Vlllll    BkJl  combined.     The  most 


Jnctibator  Made. 
Hatches  every  egg  that  a 
hen  could  hatch;  Regn- 
lates  itself  automati- 
cally; Reduces  the  cost  of 
poultry  raising  to  a  mini- 
mum. Send  for  Illua. 
Catalogue.  Simplex 
Ma-nufg  Co.,  Quincy,  III. 


TAKE  THE  WORRY 
OFF  THE  HENS 
AND 

GET 

THEM  TO  LAY 
25%  MORE  EGGS. 


YOU 
CAN 
DO  IT  WITH 

ULPHO- 
NAPTHOL 

It  destroys  all  forins  of  Lice 
and  other  sources  of  -worry. 

A  50c.  Bottle  Will  Do  the  Work 
and  Convince  You.  Try  It. 

JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS 

AND  ALL  DEALERS  SELL  IT. 

SULPHO-NAPTHOL  GO. 


P 

687  Washington  St.,  Boston. 


COCHIN  BANTAMS, 

Jiuff.  Black  and  Wliite  rivmouth  Rocks  and  White 
Wyaudottes.  'W.  B.  ATHERTON, 

Randolpli,  Mass. 

BASE  BALL.  HOWTO  PLAY  IT. 

A  Great  Book,  contains  all  the  rules;  also 
the  secret  of  pitching  curved  balls,  and  to 
bat  successfullv.  Rules  for  Football  and  Ten- 
nis. Lvery  pfayer  should  have  it.  Entirely- 
new  and  handsomely  illustrated.  ThiaOreat 
Bo<»l£  Free  to  any  one  sending  us  lO 
cents  to  pay  postaRe.  Also  Catalogue  Guns, 
-levolverg,  Musical  Instruments,  Mafiic  Tricks. 
All  for  lOc,  Or<ier  quick.'  For 
$1.35  we  will  send  Our  Base  Ball 
Outfit,  consistina  of  9  Caps,  9  Belts,  1  Ball, 
1  Bat.  BATES  SPORTING  CO.,  100  High  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Good  for  Common  HeiiB. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  five  common  hens  and 
one  rooster.  The  hens  began  laying  in  De- 
cember. I  kept  count  of  the  eggs  during 
March,  and  up  to  April  10th  got  94  eggs, 
which  I  thinli  pretty  good  considering  the 
small  enclosure  in  which  they  are  liept. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  J.  W.  D. 


BUY  THE  BEST. 

The  Homer  City  Incu- 
bators ami  Brooders  arc; 
hifrhly  recomnieuded  by  all 
who  lifce  them,  ^^ivin^:  better 
results  llian  any  machine  on 
the  market.  Each  niaclihie 
positively  guaranteed.  Send 
fur  catak»i;ue. 

Homer  City  Incubator  Co., 
Blalrsville,  Pa. 


Are  You  Bilious? 


States  Thinss  As  They  Are. 

We  recently  suliscribed  for  Farji-Poultry, 
and  like  it  very  much.  The  best  thing  about 
it  is  that  it  does  not  throw  any  glamour  over 
the  poultry  business,  but  states  things  as  they 
really  are.  No  poultry  keeper  should  be  with- 
out it.  I  would  like  to  shake  hands  with 
Fanny  Field.  Her  letters  are  the  right  kind, 
for  the  person  beginning  with  small  capital. 
I  wish  Farm-Poultry  the  success  it  deserves. 

Leeds,  Mass.  TV.  L.  E. 


THEN  USE 


Put  common  sense,  prudence,  intelligence 
and  enthusiasm  into  the  hen  house,  and  you 
will  bring  out  the  dollars  in  the  form  of  eggs. 
Leave  out  either  of  these  ingredients,  and  the 
dollars  will  go  from  your  pocket  into  the  Jjuild- 
ing.  'Tis  for  every  man  to  choose  for  himself 
which  course  to  follow,  and  then  accept  the 
consequences  with  a  good  grace.  —  Maine 
Farmer. 


ParsonS 

PILLS 

PliU$iciaii$  $aij  they  are 
the  Be$tI4ver  Pill  made 

P.T5''y.,-Ti]l  cure  biliousness  and 

SICK  HEADACHE,  constipation,  all  Liver  and 
Bowel  complaints.  They  expel  all  impurities 
of  the  blood.  Delicate  women  find  great  benefit 
from  using  them.  The  use  of  Parsons'  Pills 
as  directed  will  cure  or  prevent  many  skin 
diseases  and  blemishes,  rendering-  the  com- 
plexion clear  and  rosy.  They  are  put  up  in 
glass  vials.  Thirty  in  'a  bottle,  one  a  dose. 
Sold  everywhere,  or  sent  by  mail  postpaid;  one 
bottle  25c.,  five  $1.00.  Full  particulars  free. 
I.  S.JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St..  Boston. 

Ori   OUCIIO  best  frrade  fine  ground  for  poul' 
OlH  unLLLd  try  feed.   Best  anil  cheapest 
w.ii-fcfcw  s,,e||s  known  Sl.2.5  l>l)l.-.5  bbl. 
atSl.OO.   Discount  in  fjn.-intitv.   Samples,  2  cents. 

F.  P.  KNOWI.KS,  Guilford,  Conn. 


EGGS 


REDUCED 
TO 


"SPORTSMAN  BUY  THE  AUTOMATIC  FISHER." 


For  brook,  river,  or  sea  fishinf^.  Made  of  brass,  iiukle  ptatcd, — 
Takes  place  of  einker  on  fish  line.  Has  strong  spring  triiigcr 
so  arraiijicd  that  the  bite  of  a  fish  jerks  hook  into  its  jaws, 
eatchc!!  Hm  every  timp.  Worth  its  weight  in  gold.  Samples 
by  mail,  30  cents  ;  i»  for  SSl.  Cataloi^uc.  guns,  revolvers, 
Violins,  organs.  Masic  Tricks. /rce. 
BATES  &  CO..  "  BOSTON,  MASS. 


$|PER  15. 

Or  S3  per  100. 

From  tlio  fiillon  ing  breeds:  Buff  Legliorns,  Lister- 
Kay  strain  :  S.  ('.  W.  Lcfthorns,  Knapp  Bros,  strain: 
B.  P.  Rocks,  Hawkins  and  brown  egg  strains;  M'.  P. 
Kocks,  Taylor  siraiii:  Black  Minorcas,  W.  Knapp 
strain;  Imp.  IVkiii  Ducks,  Kiidd  and  Rankin  strains; 
Cornish  Iiiiliaii  (Panics,  .'ihaip  and  Abbott  strains: 
W.  \\  yanilctti'^,  ll:i\\  kins  and  F.miilre  strains. 
$1.50  forl.O  ciTL'^.    Circular  free. 

r.  C.  AVHITMAISSH,  Cuyler,  N.T. 


HATCH  CHICKENS 

■WITH  THE 

WOODEN  HEN 


SatchcT  mad- 


EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR. 

pie,  Perfect,  Seif-regulating. 
uaands  io  successful  op^^r- 
D.  Guaranteed  to  hatcli  a 
percentage  of  lertile  eggs, 
than  any  other  Hatcher, 


Most  efficifnt  small  inci 
invented.  Perfect  in  c 
Ju.stthe  thing  for  poul 
on  a  small  scale,  28  epg 


:ity.    Catalogue  free. 


CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Patentee  and  Sole  Manofactarers.  114  tO  122  S.  Sixth  St.,  QUINCY,  ILL. 
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About  Scratt-hius  Sh^ts. 

Mr.  KUilor:— I  hnve  l>e«u  a  subscriber  to 
vour  i>ap»?r  for  several  years,  aud  have  been 
uiui-h  iuteresteil  iu  vour  article  »bout  i>oiiliry 
bouses,  scratching  sheils,  etc.  I  have  several 
buildings  ot  ilifferenl  shapes  ami  sizes.  One 
is  15  X  TO  (ei't.  diviiletl  into  seven  pens  10  x  12 
feet,  with  a  three-foot  p.issage  way,  as  you 
have  aiUi$e\l  iu  the  past,  I  like  it  very  luucb, 
aiul  don't  see  how  il  can  be  iiuproveil  upon. 

I  uote  your  su^cstions  alK>ut  the  sonitch- 
Ing  sbo\ls.  1  cannot  seem  to  understand  what 
ailvautage  it  would  be  to  divide  one  of  luy 
pens  into  two,  one  of  which  has  «  cloth  front. 
1  caunoi  gain  any  sp,ii-e  by  >o  doing,  so  as  to 
have  a  larger  imiuber  of  fowls.  How  can 
cloth  in  this  climate  ite  so  s;iK>d  as  wood,  with 
sash  that  can  be  raised  or  lowered  for  venti- 
lation, or  taken  out  altogether  in  hot  wea- 
ther? 

If  any  one  wants  cloth  for  mild  weather, 
they  can  substitute  a  cloth  frame  for  the  sash, 
or  have  a  curtain  in  the  window  frame.  Why 
is  not  the  whole  section  a  scratching  shed? 
If  one  keeps  only  one  breed  and  only  for  eirgs 
for  market,  how  would  it  do  to  have  no  par- 
titions in  the  house  or  yard,  thereby  saving  a 
large  ex(>ense?  I  mean  to  give  the  fowls  a 
very  large  yard  or  field,  and  plenty  of  room  iu 
the  house, 

I  uoticeil  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Latham 
put  on  Seponset  over  the  eaves.  I  simply  bad 
mine  two  inches  longer  than  the  sides,  and 
curled  it  up  under  the  roof.  Then  I  nailed  it 
snug  up  to  the  underside  of  the  roof,  making 
it  air-tight,  and  it  cost  little  expense  and 
trouble.  H.  H.  AV. 

Ipswich.  . 

[The  at»ove  plau  will  work  all  right,  con- 
sidering the  manner  in  which  the  fowls  are  to 
be  kept.  But  under  ordinary  range  and  treat- 
ment, we  see  no  reason  for  changing  our 
ideas  about  the  sheds.  —  Editi>R.] 


A  Good  Example. 

Mr.  Editor: — If  you  recollect  I  got  two  sit- 
tings of  W.  \V.  eggs  from  you  in  March.  l!S95. 
Two  days  before  the  eggs  arrived  I  was  taken 
down  with  typhoid  pneumonia,  and  lay  hover- 
ing between  life  and  death  for  ten  weeks,  so 
that  I  knew  notbing  about  the  hatching  or 
setting  of  the  eggs.  However,  if  I  recollect, 
there  were  eight  chicks  batched,  one  chick 
died,  and  three  were  killed  by  cats — the  other 
four,  two  pullets  and  two  cockerels,  I  raised. 

One  of  the  cockerels  I  prepared  for  the  pot 
at  six  months,  the  other  I  still  have,  and  have 
roate<l  bim  with  the  two  pullets.  He  is  a  fair 
bird,  and  very  vigorous,  but  not  up  to  the  show 
room. 

The  pullets  are  beauties,  perfect  in  all 
respects;  one  of  them  I  think  would  score  at 
least  9i,  and  the  other  would  be  cut  about  a 
point  on  weight.  No.  1  weighs  five  pounds, 
and  lays  a  brown  egg;  Xo.  2  weighs  five  and 
one-half  pounds,  and  her  egg  is  a  cream  color 
(the  weight  was  taken  at  ten  months) ;  for 
laying  they  would  score  100  points. 

I  would  not  take  ten  dollars  apiece  for  them. 
Some  persons  might  think  I  had  the  worst  of 
the  bargain,  but  I  think  otherwise. 

The  following  is  their  record.  No.  1  laying 
her  first  egg  Dec.  8tb,  and  No.  2  on  Dec.  9tb. 


No.  1. 

No.  2 

Decemlier, 

17 

17 

January, 

27 

2-3 

February, 

20 

20 

March, 

2.5 

21 

April  6th, 

6 

5 

95 

Sf. 

March  24th  to  April  6th  inclusive.  No.  1  has 
laid  fourteen  eggs. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the 
want  of  proper  care  the  first  eight  weeks 
(owing  to  my  sickness),  and  then  in  'August 
and  September  I  was  confined  to  my  room  for 
six  weeks— (had  I  l»€en  about  I  think  they 
would  have  been  laying  in  October)  —  I  feed 
very  near  to  the  rules  given  in  F.-P.,  with 
slight  variation.  ,J.  M.  A. 

Pittsbur<rh.  Pa. 


Another  Man  Not  Kicking. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  I  notice  in  F.-P.  that  Mr.  A. 
E.  Felch  had  a  customer  that  did  not  "  kick," 
and  thought  that  perhaps  you  would  like  to 
know  that  you  had  a  non-kicker,  also.  After 
ordering  the  fourteen  eggs  of  you,  and  finding 
I  had  to  wait  a  week  as  the  broody  bens  were 
bothering  the  layers,  I  hit  on  a  scheme  to  get 
rid  of  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  keep  them 
in  training  for  your  egss  when  I  got  them.  I 
took  three  of  them  and  divided  a  sitting  of 


HAVE  YOU  ONEo"MORE  COWS? 


If  so,  whether  for  pleasure  or  profit,  household  or  dairy,  you  should  know  of  the 

CENTRIFUGAL    CREAM  SEPARATORS. 

The  De  T.Jival  Separators  save  at  least  Ten  Dollars  per  Cow  per  yeax  over  and  above 
any  other  Separator  or  Creaming  System.    All  other  Separators  are  merely  inferior'  imitations 
or  infringe  the  De  Laval  patents.     Mauy  ustTs  liave  alrcaily  been  enjoined. 
SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  and  dny  desired  particulars.  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  as  a  condition  of  sale. 

'"^^-ir^  THE  DE  LAVAL  SEPARATOR  CO. 


GENERAL  OFFICES 

74  Cortlandt  St.,  New  York. 


my  own  eggs  between  them.  After  gelling 
your  eggs  I  took  the  two  quicicst  and  easiest 
to  handle  and  gave  their  eggs  to  the  other  hen, 
putting  yours  in  place  of  them. 

1  tested  out  the  silting  of  my  own  eggs  after 
a  week,  dropping  one  in  the  act  —  found 
another  pulled  out  on  the  lloor  with  a  de;\d 
chick  in  it,  leaving  eleven  under  the  hen,  and 
she  hatched  every  one  of  them. 

The  eighth  day  I  tested  yours,  and  marked 
three  as  "  doubtful ;  "  but  as  I  was  taking  no 
risks  when  not  necessary,  I  put  them  all  back 
under  the  hens  again,  with  the  result  of  thir- 
teen chickens  and  one  decayed  egg.  Certainly 
two  of  the  eggs  that  I  thought  doubtful 
turned  out  chicks. 

I  suppose  the  other  man  will  say,  "  I  don't 
see  anything  to  kick  about;"'  neither  do  I  — 
but  there  are  some  who  would  kick  about  that 
••unlucky  thirlccn;"  but  I  am  not  built  that 
way,  and  as  life  is  short  I  will  rest  content 
with  my  remarkably  good  hatch.        H.  P. 

Westboro,  Mass. 


What  a  lioy  t  an  Do. 
My  I'oiiltry  Yard. 

Mr.  Kditor:  — Having  read  the  experience 
of  others  in  keeping  poultry,  in  the  Fanner, 
I  thought  I  wouKI  write  you  of  mine.  About 
a  year  and  a  half  ago  I  began  with  a  llock  of 
twelve  light  weight  Light  Brahnias.  From 
December  21st  (the  time  when  they  began  to 
lay)  to  March  l.jth,  I  got  thirty-three  dozen 
eggs  from  the  twelve  hens.  JIarch  li>th  1 
Iwught  a  cock  and  three  pullet.s  of  Mr.  A.  F. 
Hunter  of  South  Natick,  Miuss.  Then,  from 
March  l.ith  to  October  1st,  they  laid  ninety- 
two  dozen  eggs.  During  that  time  five  died, 
and  five  hatched  broods  of  chickens.  From 
October  1st  (when  my  pullets  began  to  lay)  to 
now.  the  twenty-one  hens  ami  i)ullets  have 
laid  one  hundred  an<l  three  dozen  eggs.  1 
raised  thirty  chickens  last  year,  and  expect  to 
raise  more  this  year.  My  hen  house  is  10  by 
1.1  feet,  with  8  feet  posts,  and  with  a  double 
roof.  It  is  covered  with  tarred  paper,  and 
then  shingled  all  over,  and  it  is  so  warm  that 
in  the  coldest  weather  water  only  skims  over 
a  little.  I  am  now  feeding  in  the  morning  a 
ma.-h  composed  of  about  a  quart  and  a  half  of 
efiual  parts  of  corn  meal  and  shorts  mixed, 
with  about  four  quarts  of  potatoes.  At  noon 
they  have  a  (juart  of  oats,  and  at  night  a  quart 
each  of  oats  and  wheal.  Kvery  other  morning 
thev  have  half  a  pint  of  Howker's  animal  meal 
in  their  mash,  which  I  think  has  increased  the 
egg  production  greatly.  They  have  Mica 
crystal  grit,  crushed  oyster  shell  and  bone 
constantly  before  them.  They  also  have 
dust  box  filled  with  ashes,  and  fine  dry  sand, 
but  they  generally  prefer  to  dust  in  the  dirt 
floor  of  the  hen  house.    Hakolk  McKkex. 

Fryeburg,  April  20. 

[The  above  interesting  letter  was  written  by 
the  eleven  year  old  son  of  Sec'y  McKeen,  of 
the  Maine  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  We 
clip  it  from  the  Maine  Farmer.] 


The  Reading,  Pa.,  Show. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Kerks  County  I'oultry 
and  Pigeon  Association,  held  Friday  evening. 
May  1st,  preliminary  arrangements  were  made 
for  next  winter's  show.  The  dates  selected 
at  the  meeting  held  December  29th,  1895,  viz  : 
I)eceml>er  ■2?>ti  to  20th,  18:10,  were  confirmed; 
and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  correspond 
with  judges  in  regard  to  engagements  for  these 
dates. 

The  association  is  in  excellent  shape,  the 
members  are  full  of  enthusiasm,  and  prospects 
are  bright  for  a  large  and  successful  show. 
The  oflicers  are:  Dr.  J.  S.  Rittenhouse,  presi- 
dent; W.  A.  Barber,  Wm.  Seyfert,  vice- 
presidents;  H.  M.  Shoemaker,  secretary;  W. 
Harry  Orr,  trea.surer.  The  executive  com- 
mittee con.«ists  of  the  followins  gentlemen: 
B.  F.  Ruth,  chairman;  J.  E.  Radcay,  F,  A. 
Schofer,  J.  H.  Hurley,  M.  B.  Blauch. 


NORTHUP'S  MINORCA 


MARKED 
DOWN. 
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AIL  ABOUT  THE  POULTRY  YARD. 


Mhiorcas  halchocl  In  Julv  win  nianv  ]>rizt's;  pulU'ts  lialolu'd  July  '2-'>lli  will  l;iy  in  Ft'liniarv.  Kfjprs  the  ronialn- 
»Um- of  the  season  froni  ""lu'f^l"  ^'rad'e  of  S.  H.  M.,$:J  per  S'.  ptr  2ti.  "Situii.l  lH'si.'*$i  per  13;  S3.50ncr*Jf;. 
From  "iu'ii:hl)ors'  yards."  SI  per  V-i.  Oiie-halX  of  bruciidif;  .slock  for  sale  at  gi  e;il  biirgains  to  niukc  room  lor  tlitj 
hirgcsl  rtook  of  young  cliioks  I  ever  raised,   l^argr  catalo^'uc  free. 

 GEO.  11,  NOKTHUr,  Raceville,  Wash.  Co.,  N.  Y. 

FARMERS'  BOILER  AND  COOKER. 

The  "  GRANITE  State  "  is  the  only  Boiler  and  Cooker  that  has  a 
perfect  /j«(«^r  which  prevents  the  sides  from  burning  when  the 
fire  is  too  hot.  For  cooi<ing;  all  kinds  of  food  for  stock,  or  for  heating 
water  it  is  superior  to  anything  of  its  kind  in  the  market.  Catalogue 
free.  GRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO.  Makers  of  the 
Granite  State  Evaporators  for  evaporating  Maple  sap.  los;  Main  St., 
Marlow,  N.  H.  ^ 

mill  TDV  VADD  ■%  lllus.  Catalogue  tit  roiillrv  SuiipUc!,.  tic.  is  oiil  aM:isl. 
UULIni     iHnU.    S.ii'l  fpril.       K.  K.  HA?<li..S.  Clillenrien.'N.  Y. 

^SHOULD 

Have  it  in  the  House 

STU.ICTL'^    FOR.    F-A-lVEIXiY  XJSE. 

It  soothes  every  ache,  every  lameness,  every  pain,  every  soreness  everywhere,  whether 
internal  or  external,  and  iu  nine  cases  in  tea  speedily  relieves  and  cures.  Our  good  old 
Johnson's  Anodvnk  Liniment  was  orip:iuated  away  back  in  iSio  by  the  late  Dr.  A.  Johnson, 
an  old  fashioned,  noble  hearted  Kainily  Physician,  to  cure  all  ailments  that  are  the  result  of 
irritation  and  inflammation,  such  as  colds,  croup,  coughs,  catarrh,  colic,  cramps,  chilblains. 

Johnson's  Anodyne  Liniment 

Its  special  province  is  the  trcatme'it  of  inflammation.  Its  electric  energy  everlastingly 
eradicates  inlmramation  without  irritation.  It  is  important  everyone  should  understand  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  inflammation.  Send  us  at  once  your  name  and  address  and  we  will 
send  you  free,  our  new  illustrated  book,  "Treatment  for  Diseases."  This  book  is  ji  very 
complete  treatise  in  plain  language,  which  every  person  should  have  for  ready  reference. 

The  Doctor's  Signature  and  directions  are  on  every  bottle. 
If  you  can't  get  it  send  to  us.    Price  35  cents;  six  $2.00.  Sold  by  Druggists.    Pamphlet  free. 
,1.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  22  Custom  House  St..  Boston.  Mass.,  Sole  Proprietors. 


NOW  THEN, 


Do  you  want  the  best  business  Incubators  and  Brooders  that  were  ever 
placed  on  the  market?  If  so.  sent!  6c.  for  our  new  circular  and 
plu)lo  enj;ravin;;s  iif  these  wonilerful  machines.  These  are  busi- 
ness machines,  mind  you,  (not  cheap  toy  machines).  Ymi  (;ive 
tlieni  a  trial ;  if  tliey  dnn't  do  the  work,  don't  keep  them.  We  are 
ready  to  take  thein  liack  and  refund  vour  money  in  full  after 
you  havejjivri]  tin m  ..nc  trial.  You  riin  no  ri.sk  hv  ilealini;  with 
us.  We  liavr  now  ilii  (.'ri  ali  st  and  best  machine  ever  invented, 

■   and  we  can  aud  will  prove  it  to  you  it  yon  will  nnlv  send  fur  the 

circular  and  photo  engi  avin^rs.    For  hatcliing  and  raising  ]nml- 
i\  ti-y  »Mi  a  large  or  small  scale  for  either  faiicv      hroiler  purposes, 

— ^  tlicse  are  the  maciiiues.   Guaranteed.     They  are  simple,  iierfect, 

}'  f  and  self-regulating.   We  warrantevery  machine  we  sell.  Address 

t>^  FLOWER  CITV  INCUBATOR  &  BKOODERCO.,  Rochesler.N.Y. 


Mention  Farm-Poultry,  please. 


KAW  IJONRhas  been  proven  by  analysis  to  contain 
every  part  nf  an  Eag—WHte.  Yolk  and  Sltell.  The  lime  of 
oyster  sheUs  furnishes  shell  material.  The  granulated  size 
is  for  ui/tii(  fowls;  themidMs  for  cJiicfcs  and  nii.xLng  with 

  sot  t  food.    For  circular  explaining  benefit  and  how  to  feed 

Cm  I?  POIII  TOV  it  and  prices  on  lotsofKMlbs.  or  more  delivered. freight  paid  at  vour 
■   wr*  I^WWbini  •  railroad  station,  address  fITCK  FERTItllER  WORKS. 


BONE  s  SHELL 

it  and  prices  uu  luisui  ins.  or  more  neJi  vered.lrfielit  paid  at  vooi 
•  railroad  station,  address  FITCK  FERTUIIER  WORKS,  BAY  CITY,  MICH. 


PERFECT  PILLAR 

Of  POULTRYDOM. 

Tlie  following  offer  needs  no  comment— it  speaks  for  itself:        Each  Taper  a  Full  Tear. 


}  $3.50 

ALL  FIVE  ONE  YEAR  FOR  OJfI.Y  $2.30. 


Farm-Poultry,  semi-monthly, 
American  Poultry  Journal,  monthly. 
Poultry  Keeper,  monthly,      -      -  - 
Reliable  Poultry  Journal,  monthly. 
Poultry  World  (Stoddard's),  monthly. 


$1.00 
.50 
.50 
.50 
1.00 


FARM-POULTRY 


AND  ANY   TWO   OF  THE 

OTHERS    FOR  ONLY 


$1.50 


This  is  the  greatest  offer  ev^-r  made.   Send  all  orders  to 


Farm-Poultry,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  flass. 
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F  ARiVi=  Poultry 


June  1 


Let  it  storm^  and  blow^  and  freeze 
— ^your  cows^  horses^  and  hens  will 
not  care  if  your  buildings  are  sheathed 
with.**** 


NEPONSET 


For  Roofing  and  Side  Covering. 


Red  Rope 
Water-Proof 
FABRIC. 


It  costs  much  less  than  shingles — absolutely 
water-proof,  wind-proof,  frost-proof,  and  durable 
—  any  one  can  put  it  on  


We  will  send  you  Free  of  expense 

Samples  and  Particulars. 

F.  W.  BIRD  &  SON, 
Sole  nfrs.  East  Walpole,  Hass. 


Doubts  That  Theory. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  How  does  tbis  strike  you, 
coming  from  a  poultry  editor,  in  tbis  age  of 
hustling  for  tbe  '•  almighty  dollar?"  I  clipped 
it  from  Farm  and  Fireside  for  May  1st. 

To  Prevent  Sitting. —  To  prevent  the 
hens  from  sitting,  place  a  porcelain  egg  in  tbe. 
nest  of  each  sitter,  and  allow  no  food  but  once 
in  two  days,  tbe  food  to  consist  of  an  ounce 
of  lean  meat.  Let  tbe  bens  stay  on  the  nest 
two  weeks,  and  then  place  each  lien  in  a  coop, 
with  open  lath  bottom  raised  a  foot  off  tbe 
ground,  and  in  two  or  three  days  there  will  be 
no  inclination  to  sit.  If  allowed  to  stay  on 
the  nest  two  weeks  they  will  be  reduced  in 
flesh,  and  wbeu  they  begin  to  lay  will  keep  at 
it,  as  the  resting  for  two  weeks  will  be  bene- 
ficial. 

"  Two  weeks"  on  porcelain  eggs  and  "  three 
days"  in  a  slat  bottom  coop,  and  on  a  special 
lean-meatdiet!!l  Meanwhile  the  owner  sits 
around  and  benevolently  congratulates  him- 
self that  the  society  with  a  long  name  may 
send  him  a  medal ! 

This  treatment  means  three  weeks  and  over 
before  tbe  ben  begins  to  lay  again.  Why  not 
let  her  sit  on  eggs,  hatch  a  litter  of  chicks, 
raise  the  chicks  in  a  brooder,  and  have  the  ben 
laying  again  a  few  days  after  tbe  chicks  are 
batched?  That  is  the  way  it  is  done  in  3Iass. 
Something  must  be  wrong  down  in  New 
Jersey.  P.H.J,  must  need  some  of  "  Sheri- 
dan's Condition  Powder"  to  bring  bis  mental 
apparatu's  into  working  order!  Why,  if  we 
wasted  three  whole  weeks  of  a  hen's  life  in 
such  a  manner,  where  would  we  be  at? 

I  had  two  bens  come  olf  with  chicks  four 
days  ago.  One  ben  has  all  the  chicks;  the 
other  began  laying  again  tbis  morning.  Do 
tell  tbe  Hon.  P.  H.  J.  that  an  X  ray  is  not 
necessary  to  find  a  methdl  for  breaking  up 
broody  bens.  Three  weeks  vacation  on  a  lean 
meat  diet!  !  !  Bless  me,  but  what  a  snap  for 
the  hen  !  A  hen's  life  ought  not  to  be  over 
twenty-four  to  thirty  months  duration  if  we 
are  to  get  the  best  return  for  our  money,  and 
here  is  an  editor  recommending  a  waste  of 
nearly  a  month  of  that  time.  When  I  don't 
want  to  set  a  hen  she  goes  into  a  slat-bottom 
coop,  and  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  days  she 
is  ready  to  go  to  laying  again,  and  I  keep 
Cochins  at  that !  I  don't  wonder  that  there 
are  failures  in  the  poultry  business  in  New 
Jersey. 

I  can't  get-  over  that  three  weeks  vacation 
to  do  her  health  good.  "  Resting  for  two 
weeks  is  beneficial  !  !  "  Of  course  it  is,  but 
not  for  the  owner  of  the  hen.  That  bird  will 
rest  enough  on  her  own  account,  without  any 
urging,  to  say  nothing  of  the  scarcity  of  eggs 
while  she  is  moulting.  Mr.  J.'s  method  may 
be  all  l  ight  for  New  Jersey  —  but  excuse  the 
old  Bay  State,  if  you  please. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  May  1st 
F.-P.,  and  find  similar  advice  regarding 
"rest"  on  page  181.  Now,  it  may  be  all 
right,  ought  to  be  if  F.-P.  says  so — but  I  can't 
see  it.  The  period  of  a  ben's  usefulness  is 
two  years,  according  to  tbe  same  authority. 
Two  years  is  twenty-four  months.  A  hen  is 
certain  to  be  broody  two  or  three  times  in  that 
time;  and  for  about  six  months  she  is  having 
her  best  time  as  a  growing  chick.  Now  with 
six  months  in  which  to  get  ready  to  lay,  to  get 
old  enough,  two  to  three  months  for  rest  if 
she  isn't  wanted  to  set,  and  two  months  in 
which  to  moult,  and  here  are  ten  or  eleven 
months  expense  of  keeping  to  be  made  up 
during  the  other  thirteen  or  fourteen  of  the 
twenty-four. 

I  haven't  discovered  any  loss  in  breaking 
up  the  ones  I  did  not  wish  to  set,  and  they 
pay  me  well;  if  I  let  them  "rest"  all  they 
wanted  to  I  would  get  no  eggs  from  my 
Cochins  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  first 
of  October.  I  love  my  hens ;  they  are  my 
pets;  and  I  am  sure  no  one  will  accuse  me  of 
cruelty  to  them.  Some  of  them  raise  broods  ; 
but  I  do  not  let  them  try  to  hatch  china  eggs 
— at  least  not  yet.  p.  x.  W. 

Salem,  Mass. 

Here  we  have  the  old  "  theory"  that  a  ben 
will  lay  more  eggs  after  a  rest  when  she  has 
become  broody  than  she  will  if  immediately 
broken  up  and  turned  to  laying  again.  It 
looks  "  humane"  to  say-"she  is  exhausted 
and  needs  a  rest,"  and  the  "  theory  "  that  she 
will  turn  out  more  eggs  in  a  year  if  given  a 
couple  of  weeks  rest  when  she  is  broody,  has 
taken  a  strong  bold  upon  poultryinen's  minds 
(or  imaginations?)  It  is  a  deeply  rooted 
I'leory,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 
:ias  the  theory  any  foundation  in  fact?  Here 


alas,  we  are  at  sea.  This  is  one  of  the  thou- 
sand and  one  questions  upon  which  we  have 
no  reliable  data,  upon  which  no  careful  tests 
have  been  made. 

Oh,  for  an  exjieriment  station  to  test  these 
questions — and  give  us  something  besides 
"  theory  "  to  go  upon  ! — Ed.] 


PEEP-O'-DAY  BROODER 

Has  proved  itself  the  most  practical  Brnoder  inaTiii- 
factured.  Thousands  in  successful  operation.  20  used 
by  tile  editor  of  tiiis  paper. 

Peep-o'-Day  Fountain. 
Folding  Roosting  Coops. 
Special  Brooder  Thermometer. 


The  Hampton  Farm,  of  Virginia. 

The  well-known  Hampton  Farm  is  located 
at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  owned  by  Courtland 
H.  Smith.  It  consists  of  four  hundred  acres, 
most  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  On  tbe 
farm  are  bred  thoroughbred  horses,  registered 
Jersey  cattle,  Berkshire  hogs.  Bull  Terrier 
dogs,  and  all  varieties  of  Game  fowls — Black 
Breasted  Keds,  Brown  Keds,  Red  Pyles,  Sil- 
ver Duckwings,  Black  Breasted  Red  Malays, 
White  and  Cornish  Indians,  and  Birchen 
Game  bantams.  There  is  also  as  fine  a  loft  of 
Pouter  pigeons  as  can  be  found  in  the  south. 
Toulouse  geese  and  Pekin  ducks  likewise 
come  in  for  a  share  of  attention.  Mr.  Smith 
reports  a  trio  of  geese  that  weigh  seventy-two 
pounds,  and  a  trio  of  ducks  that  weigh  thirty- 
one  and  a  half  pounds. 

"  We  hatch  all  our  ducks  and  chickens  in 
Prairie  State  incubators,"  writes  Mi'.  Smith, 
and  hatch  geese  and  turkeys  under  hens." 

We  give  on  front  cover  the  illustrations  of 
first  prize  Game  cock  at  Washington,  and  first 
cock  at  New  York.  They  are  models  of  their 
class. 


THE  PEEP-O'-DAY  BROODER  STOVE 

Is  designed  to  overcome  tlie  defects  of  ihe  common  tin  stove  frenerall)'  used. 

Points  of  Superiority : —Brass  oil  tank,  water-pan  and  wick-tube.  Cone  shaped 
chimney,  liivin^'  hei  tcr  <-n]ui)iisl  ion.  Detarhahh'  water-pan,  xivinsr  nccess  to  inside  ct  oil 
lank.  Ti^'-lir  caji  for  hllitiL'  oil  lank;  air  spare  hd  weeu  water-pan  and  oil  tank,  niakiiiir  tliis 
stove  ab^nUit<'ly  n«in-e_\]»losivc.  Uses  1^  iiu-h  wick;  burns  from  30  to  50  hours,  having  a 
larger  oil  tank  and  wali  r-pan  than  the  former  styles. 

Send  for  illustrated  catalogue  giving  a  full  description  of  llie  most  practical  Toultry 
Specialties  on  the  market. 

E.  F.  HODGSON,  Dover,  Mass. 


R  D  ESC  R I PT I  ON  A  N  dT  EST  I M  ON  I A  L  S  Ats°l6 


FORULbbKIKTIONAND  I       [  I  MONIALSal^" 

BREEDER  OF  40VARIETIES  HIGHCLASSPOULTRYIinYAROS 
rai5e:_  poultry  ''"'^profitqrpleasure  IIUhguses 


TO 


(6)|ilG.5.SINGER:a 


AROINCTON. 


Special  POULTRY  Articles. 


REVISED  LIST. 


Mr.  Geo.  H.  Northup,  Kaceville,  N.  Y., 
changes  his  adv't  this  month.  He  is  now 
ofl'ering  eggs  from  his  celebrated  B.  Minorcas 
at  about  one-half  price,  which  will  give  many 
of  our  readers  an  opportunity  to  get  some  of 
the  best  Minorca  blood  in  tbe  world  at  a  small 
outlay  of  money.  His  ofl'er  of  one-half  his 
breeding  stock  is  something  that  our  readers 
cannot  afford  to  overlook. 


Worth  Dollars  to  Every  Poultry  Raiser. 


■ALL  PREVIOUS  LISTS  NOW  VOID. 


How's  This? 

We  offer  One  Hundred  Dollars  Reward  for 
any  case  of  Catarrh  that  cannot  be  cured  by 
Ha'U's  Catarrh  Cure. 

F.  J.  Cheney  &  Co.,  Prop's,  Toledo,  O. 

We  the  undersigned,  have  known  F.  J. 
Cheney  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  believe 
him  perfectly  honorable  in  all  business  trans- 
actions, and  financially  able  to  carry  out  anv 
obligations  made  by  their  firm. 

West  &  Truax,  Wholesale  Druggists, 
Toledo,  O. 

Walding,  Kinnan  &  Marvin,  Wholesale 
Druggists,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Hall's  Catarrh  Cure  is  taken  internally,  act- 
ing directly  upon  the  blood  and  mucous  sur- 
faces of  the  system.  Price  75c.  per  bottle. 
Sold  by  all  druggists.    Testimonials  free. 

Hall's  Family  Pills  are  tbe  best. 


There  are  hundreds  of  poultry  raisers  ( not  all  beginners,  either )  to  whom 
any  one  of  the  SPECIAL  POULTRY  ARTICLES  enumerated  below,  if  care- 
>  fully  read  and  digested,  might  be  worth  many  dollars.  Note  the  low  cost  to 
obtain  the  same.  They  are  all  practical,  helpful  articles,  and  worth  keeping. 

FOR  5  CENTS  in  postage  stamps  we  will  send  one  copy  of  FARM- 
POULTRY  containing  any  one  article  named  below ;  or  any  six  different  articles 
for  25  cents.   In  ordering  give  THE  NU3IBER,  ALSO  TITLE  OF  ARTICLE. 

These  Special  Poultry  Articles  will  make  valuable  matter  to  keep  for  future 
reference  and  study,  and  can  never  be  duplicated,  for  they  will  soon  be  out  of 
print.  Order  early,  for  our  supply  is  limited. 


Perfect  Hen  House. 
Low  Cost  Poultry  House. 
Feeding?  for  Efjgs. 

Money  in  Hens  (hv  a  successful  raiser). 

The  Wyandottes  (inustrateii  Descriplion). 

Wllite  Breeds  (Described  and  Illustrated). 

The  Langshans  (Illustrated). 

Incubator  EeKulatlng  (by  Rankin). 

First  Steps  With  Vouug  Chicks. 

Home  Made  Ineubators. 

Poultry  Culture  (by  Hawkins). 

About  Duck  Raisinf;  (Illustrated). 

A  Woman's  Wav  (Howto  Run  an  Incubator). 

Making  a  Liying  With  Poultry. 

A  City  Poultry  Farm  (Illustrated). 

Poultry  on  a  VillaKe  Lot. 

Mr.  Hunter's  Poultry  Yards  (Illustraled). 

House  for  Cold,  also  Hot  Cliniaie  (Illustrated). 

Hot  Water  Brooder  System  (Illustraled). 

New  England  All  Right  (Fanny  Field). 

Work  for  Women. 


Crossing  and  Re-Crossing. 

Selling  Eggs  for  Hatching. 

Chicken  Fixings  (Illustrated). 

How  to  Prevent  Disease. 

Alodifviug  Light  Brahmas  for  Layers. 

Afiout  Poultry  Houses  (Illustrated). 

Why  the  Failiires  (very  valuable  article). 

Tlie"Farm- Poultry  Home  Made  Incubators. 

SiOOaYear  (Fanny  Field.) 

One  Year's  Egg  Account,  Good  Profit  (by  Mr, 
Hunter). 

Caring  for  One  Thousand  Fowls. 

Feeding  Young  (,'hicks  (Rankin). 

A  Mash  Feeding  Experiment. 

This  is  ( '(unninii  Sense, 

Homing  Pi-i  -  ( II..W  to  Train). 

Chea])  II. MIS.'  f..r  Thirty  Fowls, 

Clover,  (How  to  Cure  for  Poultry  Food), 

Cooking  Apparatus  for  Poultrymen  (Illus- 
trated,) 

Winter  Eggs  (preparing  to  get  same). 


Edward  McLaughlin,  breeder  of  Black 
Langshans,  formerly  of  Methuen,  Mass.,  has 
recently  purchased  a  large  farm  in  Tyngsboro, 
Mass.;  it  will  be  known  as  the  Holiday  Stock 
Farm.  All  letters  should  be  addresseti  to  Ed. 
McLaughlin,  Holiday  Stock  Farm,  Tyngsboro, 
Mass, 


Any  one  of  the  40  Articles  above,  5  cents;  six  for  25  cents. 

The  complete  set  of  40  articles  as  above,  together  with  a  "COMMON  SENSE  BINDER"  to 
hold  same,  if  ordered  separately,  will  cost  vou  $2.75, 

IP  ORDERED  ALL  AT  ONE  TIMlS,  we  will  send  the  whole  40  articles  and  Binder, 
post-paid,  for  $2;  or  with  Farm-Poultry  one  year  for  $2.50. 

Send  all  orders,  slating  plainly  what  vou  want,  and  cash  or  stamps  to 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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R«iuikrkablr  LajlnK- 

Mr.  EJilor:  — I  would  like  give  the 
readers  of  FARM-rorLTRY  a  record  of  what 

I  consider  remarkable  egg  laying.  I  have  a 
p*n  of  foiineon  Black  Laiig>haus  —  ten  pul- 
lets batchevl  the  last  of  Ma>  .  and  four  that  are 
a  Tear  older.  The  pullets  began  laving  the 
last  of  Xovember.  and  laid  fairly  well  all 
winter. 

1  dill  not  keep  an  arcouDt  of  the  eggs  laivl 
until  March  22d.  The  last  ten  days  in  Man-h 
tbey  laid  just  one  buudretl  eggs.  In  April 
they  laid  34"  eggs,  an  average  per  day  of 

II  17-30:  i>er  heu  for  month,  23  11-14. 

This  beats  anything  in  my  exi>erlence,  but 
very  likely  some  reader  of  your  most  excellent 
paper  can  give  a  better  record. 

Stouehani,  Mass.  S.  W.  T. 


.\bout  Prrst-rvine  ESKA. 

Mr.  Etiitor;  — I  see  you  fill  a  page  or  two 
with  recipes  for  preserving  eggs.  Don't  you 
think  a  short  cut  to  that  end  would  be: 
••  Ke«p  no  male  birvls  except  for  breeding; 
sele^-t  the  best  hens  for  mating;  let  the  rest  be 
virgins?"  Then  nothing  can  spoil  the  e^s 
but  foul  odors,  for  there  is  no  life  to  siwil. 

Cornwall.  Ont.  C.  W.  Y. 


Morp  Good  Layinc. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  eleven  Brown  Leg- 
born  pullet.-,  hatched  the  4ih  of  May,  1895, 
and  one  old  Ply  mouth  Rock  hen  who  is  the 
mother  of  Ihera  all.  They  commenced  laying 
the  l.ith  of  September,  ls;>5.  During  the  month 
of  .I^inuary  they  laid  146  eggs,  February  iJoS 
egg>.  March  260  egg>,  and  up  to  the  19th  of 
April  151  eggs.  All  from  eleven  pullets.  On 
.Saturday,  the  18lb,  I  got  eleven  eggs  from  the 
eleven  pullets. 

I  got  a  large  egg  from  the  old  ben.  that  lueas- 
ureil  >ix  and  a  half  inches  around  the  shorter 
way,  and  eight  ami  a  half  inches  around  the 
longer  way.    \Vbo  can  beat  this? 

Ionia.  Mich.  F.  C. 


A  Boy's  Poultry  Methods. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  a  boy  of  fifteen,  hut 
appreciate  Farm-Poi  ltrv  as  well  as  anyone 
can.  I  have  eleven  mongrel  hens,  or  rather 
pullets,  and  a  pure  Ply  mouth  Rock  cockerel 
which  weighs  nine  pounds,  antl  is  about  nine 
months  old.  None  of  the  pullets  were  hatched 
before  April,  and  about  five  are  laying.  The 
others  are  not  yet  old  enough  to  lay.  Every 
morning  I  give  them  hot  mash.  Though  I  do 
not  feed  them  as  many  people  do,  (in  a  most 
elaborate  manner)  they  give  me  what  results  I 
wish. 

In  the  morning  I  give  them  a  mash  as  hot 
as  they  will  eat  it,  conipo>ed  solely  of  corn 
chop;  about  four  p.  m,  I  give  them  wheat, 
thrown  among  the  leaves  in  the  chicken  bouse, 
so  that  they  can  scratch  to  '•  earn  their  salt." 
Some  mornings  I  give  stale  bread,  made  into  a 
mash  with  hot  miik  or  water.  All  day  they 
run  about  a  pasture  field  and  barnyard. 
This  feeding  seems  to  keep  them  in  good 
condition,  neither  too  fat  nor  too  thin. 

I  would  like  to  have  a  lot  of  pure  chickens, 
but  as  I  go  to  college  in  Baltimore  six  miles 
away  every  day,  I  cannot  devote  much  time 
to  chickens,  for  I  have  to  study  by  daylight  — 
ray  doctor  having  forbidden  me  to  use  my 
eyes  by  artificial  light,  owing  to  their  weak 
condition. 

So  when  you  con.-ider  that  I  leave  home  at 
eight  o'clock  every  morning,  get  back  at 
three  in  the  afternoon,  and  am  supposed  to 
study  three  hours  per  day,  I  have  very  little 
time  for  chickens.  If  possible,  however,  1 
shall  get  plenty  of  pure  chickens  this  spring, 
though  my  parents  thinks  it  is  waste  of  money 
—  (they  are  not  hen  cranks).  I  think  if  I 
follow  the  admonitions  which  Farm-Poijl- 
TRY  extends  to  Its  readers,  I  shall  realize 
some  successful  results. 

In  raising  my  chickens  I  follow  two  mottoes 
especially,  which  I  think  all  your  readers 
would  do  well  in  following: 

1st.  When  I  select  my  chickens  which  I 
intend  to  keep  fur  laying  stock  from  niy  flock 
of  youngsters  in  the  spring,  I  reraemher  that 
I  should  select  a  few  good  ones  in  preference 
to  many  ones  not  so  good. 

2d.    In  all  things  ba^ten  slowly. 

I  wish  all  success  to  your  most  valuable 
FaRM-Pocltry,  and  certainly  am  grateful 
to  you  for  giving  so  many  times  the  worth  of 
my  subscription  money.  C.  J.  K. 

Mt.  WashinsrtOD,  3Id. 


Early  Layers  and  Heavy  Weichts. 

Mr.  Elditor:  —  I  am  comparatively  new  in 
the  poultry  business,  and  have  refrained  from 
saying  anything  on  this  subject  that  would 
tend  to  introduce  mc  or  my  limited  business  to 
the  chicken  loving  people.  I  have  believed 
the  time  when  I  should  "pull  my  hat  and 
bow  "  to  the  friiternity  and  submit  my  applica- 
tion for  admission  to  this  honorable  avocation 
was  inopportune. 

When  I  read  In  Farm-Pc)ULTRY,  of  April 
1st,  a  statement  from  H.  I.,  of  Brecksville, 
Ohio,  saying:  "I  have  the  largest  Burred 
Plymouth  Rock  pullet  I  ever  saw,  weighing 
at  the  age  of  twelve  months,  seven  and  three- 
fourths  pounds,  and  is  laying.  Is  that  not  a 
rare  case "  —  I  am  induced  to  set  aside  all 
formality  and  answer  the  "brother"  (as  F.-P. 
did  not)  by  saying: 

If  the  case  of  his  pullet  is  a  rare  one,  1 
don't  want  any  such  cases.  I  have  a  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock  pullet  hatched  on  the  '.HIi  day 
of  Sept.  last ;  she  laid  her  first  egg  on  Feb.  23, 
1S96,  being  five  months  and  fourteen  days  old 
that  day.  She  has  laid  to  date  forly-four  eggs, 
and  has  not  showed  any  inclinatijn  to  sit.  I 
weighed  one  of  this  pullet's  sisters,  ten  days 
:igo.  taking  her  from  her  nest  for  convenience, 
and  she  weighed  eight  pounds.  I  have 
another  brood  of  B.  P.  II.  pullets  hatched  on 
the  l!»lh  day  of  Ocl..  l>s!)5,  one  of  which  laid 
her  first  egg  on  the  24ili  day  of  March,  ISOtl. 
being  tive  months  and  live  days  oM. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  these  are  the  kind  of 
ea,-es  I  like  to  attend,  and  If  we  will  keep  only 
the  pure  bred  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  anil 
care  for  them  properly,  we  can  have  such 
cases  as  niy  pullets  have  shown  themselves  to 
be,  numerously  bestowed  upon  our  hands. 
Both  pens  of  the  pullets  referred  to  above  are 
laying.  We  have  set  ten  common  hens  on 
eggs  laid  by  these  pullets,  the  first  of  which 
hatched  eleven  chicks,  being  all  of  the  fertile 
eggs  in  fourteen  put  under  the  hen. 

Brownwooil.  Texas.         W.  H.  C.  Lee. 


.Vnother  Wonderful  Hen. 

Mr.  Editor:— Seeing  many  accounts  in  your 
valued  paper  about  wonilerful  hens  and  still 
more  wonderful  doings,  I  also  have  my  turn. 
I  have  a  hen  that  ought  to  take  the  cake.  On 
the  26lh  of  February  one  of  my  pullets 
(Barred  Plymouth  Rock)  wanted  to  sit,  and  I 
favored  her  desire  with  fifteen  eggs.  On  the 
20th  of  March,  in  the  morning,  we  took  her 
off  with  fourteen  chicks,  one  egg  not  hatched. 
After  a  week  or  so  we  added  six  more  chicks, 
after  which  two  died.  All  the  rest  (eighteen) 
are  still  growing  finely.  About  a  week  ago 
she  showed  signs  of  leaving  her  chicks,  and  so 
we  confined  her  in  a  yard  by  herself,  so  she 
would  stay  with  them  as  long  as  possible. 
The  chicks  were  now  less  than  six  weeks  old. 
Sunday  she  seemed  to  be  looking  for  a  nest  to 
lay,  and  Monday  morning  my  boy  and  I  6xet\ 
a  box  with  clover  and  two  china  eggs  for  nest 
eggs.  Before  noon  the  hen  deposited  two 
good  large  eggs— one  with  soft  shell,  but  the 
other  all  right,  shell  and  all,  as  usual.  This  is 
a  fact,  for  no  other  hen  could  get  to  her,  and 
she  could  not  get  out.  I  know  she  laid  the 
two  eggs  inside  of  four  hours.  Give  her  the 
cup.  A.  G.  W. 

Fremont,  Wash. 


Prairie  State  at  Washington. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Washington 
Poultry  Association,  May  6th,  a  gold  medal 
was  awarded  the  Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 
for  their  large  and  very  attractive  display  of 
incubators,  brooders  and  chicks  at  the  Wash- 
ington show,  February  14—18, 1S9(J. 


.Vre  You  Interested  in  Broiler  Raising'.' 

If  so,  you  will  want  the  book,  "  Projitablr. 
Poultry  Farming."  It  is  the  book  for  the 
beginner.  Written  in  plain  language.  Finely 
illustrated.  It  tells  all  about  artificial  incuba- 
tion, and  gives  R.  G.  White's  methods  of 
feeding  chicks,  elc.  A  full  treatise  is  also 
given  on  testing  eggs,  quoting  all  the  leading 
experts.  AVritten  by  3Iicliael  K.  Boyer, 
junior  editor  of  Farm-I'oi'ltky.  Price,  25 
cents  per  copy.  Address,  I.  S.  Johnson  .t 
Co.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Ma.>s. 

THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  .,S!.Tri""^^ 

117  desipns  an  J  plans  of  poultry  houses,  coops,  fences 
roosts,  nest  lioxes.  feed  trouphs  and  other  necessaries 
for  the  poultr>'  yard,  with  practical  information  on 
their  construction.   Price  2.^  cenf^.  Address 

H.  A.  KUHNS,  Atlanta.  Ga. 


ARUSTSONO  S  McKttVT 

rmslurgh. 

BtTMEE-HAJMAS 

l'i4t.->l)ur^h. 
.  SAUS-CHAMBEBS 

FAHN£STOC% 

ritlsbursh. 

ECKSTEIN 
ATLASTIO 
BRADLE7 

JEWETT  * 
ITLSTER 

SOUTHERN  ^ 
SHIFUAN  > 
COLUEK  ^ 

uissotrsi  I 

^St.  bonis. 

BED  SEAL 
SOtlTHERN  I 

JOHN  T.  LEWIE  «  BROS.CO 

rbilatlt-'lpbin. 

UOKLS? 

Cleveland. 

SALEM 

Salem,  Mass. 

CORNELL 

Buffalo. 

KEHTtTCKY 

I.OQisrille. 


Chicago. 


SO  MANY  PEOPLE  HAVE  PRAISED 
painting  done  with  Pure  White  Lead 
that  we  scarcely  need  to  ;  but  the  fact 
remains  that  Pure  White  Lead  and  Pure  Lin- 
seed Oil  make  the  best  —  the  most  perma- 
nent and  satisfactory  —  paint.  To  secure 
this  make  sure  that  the  brand  of 

PureAV^hite  Lead 

is  genuine  (see  list).  For  colors,  the 
National.  Lead  Co.*s  Tinting  Colors  are 
especially  prepared  for  tinting  Pure  White 
Lead  to  any  shade  required. 

Pamphlet  giving  valuable  information  and  card  showing  samples 
ot  colors  free;  also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different 
designs  painted  in  various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded 
upon  applicatioa  to  those  intending  to  paint. 

NATIONAL  LEAD  CO., 

1  L5roadway,  New  York. 


WYCKOFF'S 


WHITE 
LEGHORNS 

America's  Business  \ien. 

.-itill  in  tlie  li-ad.  .\>-l,n.iwlr.li;.-.l  iM  i  vuhcn- llii'  1,1'^  -rr.ilc^l  l.ivin-  >lraiTi  of  Sinf:!('  Conili  White  I.i'C- 
li..rns.  TholarKi'st  )>l.inl  (Ui  ai-i  i-,-)  dcvond  cN.-lii-ix  eh  lo  llu,  hrci d  in  .\ni.  ric:i.  K,).'f.'s  for  Hatrhinjr  from 
tllv  choicL-sl  nialiiifTS  si-l.-c-Kd  from  over  I  JIK;  .•.iri  fullv  l.r.  d  hirds.    (  ockiM  c  Is  an.l  I.SIH  liaU-hrd  lltns  for  sale. 

For  full  iiarliculars,  i>riiT-, ilt-.,  M-nd  for  laiKO  illu.stralid  and  di'scripliv.  i-in-iilar,  fn  i'. 
 C.  H.  WVCKOry,  Orot         X.  Y. 

THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCES. 
Galvanized  Wire  Nettings  ! 

PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG : 

Mesh,         Wire,  li  1«         ^1         ;J0         .Ui  48  60  T3  incli. 

2  Inch.  No.  IJ),  for  fowls, ,$  Air>  $1.00  $l.'2r>  $l.«.->  $1.90  $2..->0  .$.3.1.5  $3.75 
1  iiK  h.    Xo.  20,  for  <  hicks,  l..-;0    2.2r>   ;$.00   3.7r>  .6.00    7.50  9.00 

DiM-ouMl  for  .'i  roll^  <.r  over.  10  |ier  cent.    7-8  Inch  f.':ilvanizcd  Staples  Scents  l>er  pound. 
Write  for  freii;lit  :illo\v;iin-c  on  live  or  more  rolls,  and  our  I'riee  List  of  other  styles  Wire  Feiicinic. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 

w 
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INCUBATORS 
BROODERS 

Circular  free.   Cataloi-'ue  -n:. 
riNELANO  INCUBATOK  AND  KROODEK  CO., 
^  Jaiiiesburg,  N,  J, 


EGGS^*'^'^  FELCH'S 


Light  Brahmas, 
Black  Langshans, 


sitting;,  S5;  2  sit.,  SS; 
3  Kittiiies,  SIO; 

100  csss.  830. 


Plymouth  Rocks, 

Tliat  are  I'lviiioiith  Itoeks— True  Ulue. 

White  Wyandottes, 


1  sitting,  S4;  3  sittings,  ST. 

3  sittings,  S>9. 

100  «  ggs.Slc 


1  sittinc,  S3;  •isittincs,  S.'5; 

3  siMinKS,  .«7:  lOO  eggs,  S I 'J 
A  few  choice  hreedlug  cockerels  £or  sale.  Enclose  stamp  tor  circular  and  e>cg  list. 

I.  K.  FELCH  6l  SON,  boxf,xatick^mass. 


I  r-k  A WE  WARRANT  g 


INCUBATORS 


THE  RELIABLE 


o 


PRO  FITS  IN  POULTRY! 


To  hatch  8o  per  cent  of  the  fresh  and  fertile  eggs.    Hundreds  of  recent  ^ 
testimonials!   Have  this  year  (i8q6)  issued  our  Eleventh  .Annual  0 
Poultry  Guide  and  Combined  Catalogue  in  one  valuai  le  hook.  ^ 

o 
o 

This  148-page,  fully  illustrated  Poultry  Guide  tells  you  about  prolirs  \n  ^ 
poultry:    about  hatching  eggs  with  machines;    about  broodir.u'  cr.-.cks^ 
^  REGtn-ATiNG  ^^.j^j^oyt  hcns.   We  have  for  sale  sixteen  popular  kinds  of  tlKiroui:li!  red  ^ 

A  fowls;  also  full  line  of  Poultry  Supplies— anvthing  von  want.  Price  •  f  Guide,  1 »)  cents  in  a 
^  stamps-worth  one  dollar.  Address,  RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO.,  Quinc).  III.  0 


PRINTING 


For  Fanciers  and  Everybody. 

SrietlvlstclassstockandworTi.Priceslow.Cutsfurnishedandall  nor', 
delivered  free.  Samples  and  prices  mailed  tor  stamp,  if  von  nientior 
F.-P.  and  name  varieties  vou  lirecnl.  No  amateur  work.  KstaMisbed  41' 
v"rs.  1(XI  note  beads  and  W  envelopes  primed  and  sent  no»l|.ald  foroiily 
$1.60.    KEPOBTEK  PRINTING  HOUSE,  M  ellsviUe.  X.  V. 


.228 


Karj^i-  Poultry 


Jxane  1 


Fowl  Hits.~ 


The  Setting  Son.— From  Life. 


A  Feeding  Expei-iment. 

Why  the  Professor's  Chicks  Died,  One  Aftei' 
the  Other. 

This  may  not  be  uew,  but  it  was  new  to  the 
reporter  who  overheard  it  on  a  Boston  car,  so 
it  is  likely  that  there  are  others  who  have  never 
heard  it.  The  young  man  who  tokl  it  was 
evidently  a  collegian,  as  was  bis  companion : 

"  I  heard  a  good  one  on  Prof.   ,  of 

Andover,"  he  said, 

"  What  was  it?"  queried  the  other. 

"Well  you  know  he  was  married  during  the 
winter,  and  went  to  housekeeping  just  outside 
the  village.  Last  spring  he  thought  he  would 
add  a  few  hens  to  his  stock ;  he  already  had  a 
dog.  He  set  a  couple  of  hens,  and  in  time  had 
two  large  broods  of  chickens.  He  was  very 
proud  of  them,  but  in  a  week  or  so  the  chick- 
ens began  to  die.  He  called  in  a  neighbor  to 
look  at  the  chickens  and  otfer  advice.  They 
were  certainly  a  pretty  scaly  lot  of  chickens 
that  the  neighbor  viewed.  They  were  skinny 
looking  and  apparently  without  ambition. 

" '  What  did  yer  feed  'em?'  asked  the  neigh- 
bor, after  a  brief  survey. 

'• '  Feed  them?'  responded  the  professor,  as 
though  he  didn't  hear  aright.  '  Why  I  don't 
feed  them  anything.  I  thought  the  old 
hens  had  milk  enough  for  them ^'  ~  Sever al 
Exchanges. 


A  Man  With  An  Appetite. 

Two  Dozen  Fried  Eggs,  with  Fixings,  Made 
Him  a  Meal. 

The  other  day,  at  almost  noon,  two  men 
clambered  down  the  stairs  at  the  corner  of 
Sutter  and  Kearney  streets  into  the  well- 
known  coffee  saloon  of  Dan  Davis,  the  old 
pioneer. 

"  Give  me  a  couple  of  fried  eggs,  some 
potatoes  and  a  cup  of  cotfee,"  said  one  of  the 
men,  who  was  tall  and  slim  and  had  a  cork 
leg. 

"  Give  me  two  dozen  fried  eggs,  some  pota- 
toes and  a  cup  of  coffee,"  said  the  other. 

"  I  was  astonished  at  this  last  order,"  said 
Mr.  Davis  yesterday.  "  I  thought  I  had  not 
heard  aright,  and  asked  again. 

"Give  me  two  dozen  fried  eggs,"  he  said. 
"  Never  mind  how  it  may  sound.  I'm  a  little 
hungry.   I've  got  the  money  to  pay  you." 

He  was  a  big  man,  whom  the  man  with  the 
cork  leg  called  Parsons,  and  who  I  understood, 
is  a  telegraph  operator.  I  thought  that  if  he 
was  willicg  to  pay  for  them  I  could  stand  it, 
so  I  went  and  cooked  two  eggs  for  the  first 
man,  whose  name  is  Frank  Howard,  and  then 
I  cooked  two  dozen  eggs  for  Parsons.  I 
cooked  a  panful  of  oue  dozen  eggs  first  and 
then  gave  them  to  him,  and  while  he  was  eat- 
ing them  I  cooked  the  second  dozen. 

"  He  ate  the  whole  twenty-four,  drank  his 
coffee,  and  then  each  paid  his  bill.  I  charged 
$1.50  for  the  two  dozen  eggs,  and  the  man 
went  away  just  as  though  he  had  only  eaten 
an  ordinary  meal." 

For  some  time  a  man  has  been  visiting  dif- 
ferent restaurants  and  eating  colossal  meals  of 
eggs.  He  is  known  as  the  man  with  the  boa- 
constrictor  appetite,  and  has  caused  conster- 
nation in  different  hostelries. 

Davis  says  this  is  the  first  experience  of  the 
kind  he  has  had,  though  he  is  an  old  caterer.— 
Sa7i  Francisco  Call. 


Guarding  the  Koost. 

Farmer  Oatcake  (sternly) — "What  do  you 
mean  by  hanging  'round  my  turkey  roost  at 
this  time  of  night?" 

Mose  —  "Bress  my  soul!  Am  dat  yo',  Mr. 
Oatcake !  I  was  guardin'  de  place,  sah ;  I  was 
guardin'  it!  There's  a  good  many  thieviu' 
niggahs  around  about  these  times." — Texas 
Siftings. 


First  rooster  — Where's  your  wife? 

Second  ditto  —  Oh,  she's  in  the  barn  hatch- 
ing out  some  scheme  to  add  to  my  expenses, 
X  suppose.  —  Philadelnhia  North  American. 


5utmarvelou5ly 
Tender  ^ndYoung 

3     and  more.and 

The  most  fender 
delicious  morsel 
ever  raised  fbrltie 
Table,  tie  who  can 
do  it  has  learned 
the-greafest  prin- 
ciple ot  Poultry 
Raising  — 

Wellfed-SoonS 
•  and  H-0  Doe 


Tme5ecpet- 
ItAte 


A  Good  Offer 

Chickens  fed  on  this  wonderful 
flesh  producer  (after  they  are  ten 
days  old)  will  surprise  the  most 
experienced  poultry  man  in  the 
way  they  will  gain  in  size  and 
weight,  and  withal  keep  tender 
and  free  from  trouble,  as  it  keeps 
them  well.  To  prove  what  we 
say,  we  will  deliver  at  your  station 
loo  lbs.  (regular  price  $1.50), 
and  unless  it  shows  better  results 
than  you  are  obtaining  fiom  your 
present  methods,  it  will  cost  you 
nothing-. 

THE  H=0  CO.,  New  York  City. 


FA!^|V[-POUliTHV  DOCTOR. 

The  Most  Complete  Work  Ever  Issued  upon  the  Cause,  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Poultry  Diseases. 

BY 

Nathan   W.    Sanborn,    JVE.  D., 

(AND   POULTRY  SPECIALIST.) 


With  an  Appendix  Gi\rinj 


the  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  Diseases,  the  Result  of 
Experiments  as  Tried  by 


MICMAEL     K.  BOYER, 

Associate  Editor  of  Farm-Poultry. 

=  THE    BOOK    TELLS  = 


How  to  Administer  Medicine,  Value  of  Grit,  How  to  Diet  Sick  Fowls, 

Value  of  Green  Bone  and  Meat,  How  to  Properly  House  and  Yard,  Value  of  Green  Food, 

How  to  Prevent  Disease,  How  to  Care  for  and  Feed  the  Stock,  Hints  About  Grain, 

How  to  Have  Sturdy  Stock,  How  to  Have  Hardy  Young  Chickens,  etc. 

===THE  FOLLOWING  DISEASES  — 


Diseases  of 
Debility— Di 
Inflammatio 
Scaly  Legs- 


Are  Fully  Described,  and  the  Very  Best  Remedies  Given  for  their  Cure. 

the  Abdomen— Anremia— Apoplexy— Atrophy  of  the  Liver— Baldness— Black  Rot— Break-Down— Broken  Bones- 
Bumble-Foot— Canker— Catarrh— Ohickeii  Pox— Cholera— Diseases  of  the  Comb— Injuries  of  the  Comb— 
Congestion  of  the  Liver— Constipation— Cramp— Diseases  of  the  Crop. 
nrrhffia—Diphtheria— Dropsy— Dropsy  of  the  Feet— Dropsv  of  the  Heart  Sack— Dvsenterv— Eczema— Ess-Bound- 
Enlarged  Crop— Enlargement  of  Liver— Enteritis— Feather-Eating— Fish-Skin  Disease— Frost-Bite— 
Fungoid— Gapes— Gastritis— Impaction  of  the  Crop, 
n  of  tlie  Liver— Diseases  of  Intestines- Lameness— Diseases  of  the  Leg— Lice— Leg  Weakness— Diseases  of  iJver 
the  Lungs— Moulting— Disease  of  the  Oviduct— Inflammation  of  Oviduct— Peritonitis— Pip- 
Pneumonia— Prolapse— Rheumatism— Round  Worm— Roup. 
Scurvy  or  Itch— Soft-Shelled  Eggs— Tape  Worm- Enlargement  of  Testicles— Tuberculosis— Ulcerated  Sore  Throat- 
Vertigo— Wasting  of  Liver— White  Comb— Worms,  etc. 


-Bronchitis — 
Egg-Eating  — 
■ — Diseases  of 
-Vent  Gleet- 


Price  50  Cents  per  Copy.      Every  Poultry  Keeper  should  have  a  Copy. 

153=  Sent  post-paid  to  any  address,  by  the  Publishers,  upon  receipt  of  Price.  Or  with  a  Year's  Subscription  to  FARM-POULTRY, 
for  $1.25  Cash  or  stamps. 


I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 


22  Custom  House  Street,  Boston,  Mass" 


m  WPKTED. 

All  Persons  Wishing  to  Sell  or  Excliange, 

Also  to  rent  with  privilege  of  buying,  will  find  it  to 
their  interest  to  call  on  or  write  the  undersigned. 
We  are  constantly  having  calls  for 

ALL  GLASSES  OF  FARM  PROPERTY. 

Full  description  with  photo,  if  possible  wanted. 
Address        MASS.  PLOUGHMAN, 

or  J.  A.  WILLET, 
178  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


IdH)!|  Pli.  BOTEI, 

Editor  of  FARM-POULTRY. 

132  First  Premiums. 

Used  by  the  largest  breeders  in  the  United  States.  Send  for 
148-i)ag:e  catalogue  giving  full  particulars. 

PRAIRIE  STATE  INCUBATOR  CO., 

HOMER  CITY,  PA. 


